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COMBAT TRAINING: NEED FOR IMPROVEMENT STRESSED 


Tf, _— VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 80 signed to press 19 Aug 
0 pp 3- 


[Editorial: “Improve the Field Training of the Troops Tirelessly") 


[Text] Intense summer combat training is under way in the Armed Forces. The per- 
sonnel of the Armed Forces, just as all Soviet people, are working with great in- 
spiration caused by the decisions of the June (1980) plenum of the party's Central 
Committee, the third session of the USSR Supreme Soviet, and the decree of the CPSU 
Central Committee, "On socialist competition for a worthy greeting for the 26th CPSU 
Congress. 


Together with the entire Soviet people the defenders of the socialist fatherland, 
closely rallied around the Communist Party and its Leninist Central Committee, warmly 
support and unanimously approve the domestic and foreign policy of the CPSU and the 
Soviet state and are preparing to mark the forthcoming forum of Soviet communists 
with new successes in soldierly labor. In the field--on tactical exercises and live 
firings and on lessons on various subjects of combat training which are conducted in 
combination with tactics the soldiers, sergeants, warrant officers [praporshchik] and 
officers are persistently improving their training, steadfastly mastering the science 
of winning which was forged in battles for the motherland, and are striving to raise 
even higher the combat might of the valiant Armed Forces--the reliable guardian of 
the Soviet people's peaceful labor and socialism's historic achievements. 


In the present difficult international situation the personnel of the t do not 
forget for a minute about the intrigues of the imperialist aggressors and their ac- 
complices--the Chinese hegemonists. The United States of America and it allies in 
the NATO military bloc are whipping up the arms race more and more, creating centers 
of tension in many regions of the world, and are trying to destroy the military- 
strategic balance which has formed between the two systems--socialism and capitalism. 
The Washington strategists openly proclaim that they are achieving military superior- 
ity over the Soviet Union. 


Our country together with the other countries of the socialist commonwealth is op- 
posing the policy of aggression and militaristic fever with a consistent, time-tested 
policy of peace and detente which meets the vital interests of all mankind. This 
was convincingly confirmed once again at the June (1980) plenum of the CPSU Central 
Committee. The conclusion drawn at it that the intrigues of imperialism and the 
other enemies of peace require constant vigilance and the strengthening of our 

















state's defensive capability in every possible way was perceived by the armed de- 
fenders as the party's order and a guide to action. Having a profound realization 
of their historic responsibility for the security of the Soviet motherland and the 
fraternal socialist countries, they are raising vigilance tirelessly, strengthening 
combat readiness, improving field ability, and are learning to defeat a strong, 
technically well equipped enemy under conditions which are as close as possible to 
actual combat. 


Field ability is one of the most important components of combat readiness. It re- 
flects the level of training of subunits, units, and large units, their coordination, 
and their ability to use contemporary equipment and weapons skillfully and at full 
power and to conduct offensive as well as defensive battle on any terrain and in any 
situation, day and night. 


Among the troops are many subunits and units whose personnel are persistently improv- 
ing field ability. A good example of this is provided by the men of the Guards 
Motorized Rifle Four-Times Order Winning Regiment of the Guards Motorized Rifle 
Rogachev Division imeni the Supreme Soviet of the Belorussian SSR--the initiator of 
the competition in the Ground Forces under the slogan, “Accomplish the Lenin pre- 
cepts in a sacred manner, improve combat and political training, increase vigilance, 
and always be ready for the defense of the motherland and socialism's great achieve- 
ments." 


Being the equal of the right guides of the Army-Wide Socialist Competition, many 
other troop collectives are achieving high indices in combat training, service, and 
discipline. Among them is the Motorized Rifle Proskurovskiy Red Banner, Orders of 
Suvorov and Kutuzov, Regiment. Thanks to the tireless labor of commanders, politi- 
cal officers, party and Komsomol activists, and all personnel high effectiveness of 
the training-indoctrinational process has been attained here. Undeviating observance 
of the daily schedule and the punctual execution of the training schedule have be- 
come an inviolable law of the motorized riflemen. Each hour of training time is used 
zealously. Here lessons on firing, technical, special, and other types of training 
are conducted in combination with tactics. In the course of these lessons, a diffi- 
cult situation is created which stimulates the trainees to display initiative and 
creativity and to employ the weapons entrusted to them skillfully. A spirit of 
healthy competition reigns on such lessons and a sharp struggle is under way to ex- 
ceed the norms and for the exemplary accomplishment of combat-training missions. 

And it is proper that the regiment's personnel have distinguished themselves many 
times on tactical exercises and have demonstrated a contemporary leve) of field 
ability, coordination of actions in various types of battle, and the ability to use 
weapons at full power and conduct accurate fire. 


Or take the artillery battalion commanded by officer V. Vaganov. The subunit has 
been iemonstrating high results in combat and political training and military dis- 
cipline for a number of years. The artillerymen also distinguished themselves on 
recent tactical exercises with live firing. Competing with one another, the sections 
operated clearly and smoothly despite a difficult situation, conducted sniper-like 
fire, and destroyed the target with the first round. 


Good words can also be spoken about the tank subunit commanded by officer V. Korobov. 
A master of combat qualifications, he skillfully trains his subordinates for bold 
and decisive actions on the battlefield: to attack harmoniously and swiftly, to 

















defend stubbornly, and to strike the enemy down with the first round at maximum range 
under any conditions. The outstanding subunit. of tankers is properly the right guide 
in the socialist competition for a worthy greeting for the 26th CPSU Congress. 


The successes of the leading troop collectives confirm that in those places where 
the training-indoctrinational process is creatively organized, they are concerned 
about the effectiveness of socialist competition in the party manner, and the most 
effective procedures and methods of instruction and indoctrination are tirelessly 
sought stable, good indices are invariably achieved. The attainments of the right 
guides of the competition serve as a reference point with the use of which all sub- 
units and units can and mist demonstrate excellent results in combat and political 
training and in military discipline. 


In a report at the June (1980) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev said: "We must approach carefully everything favorable that is in our 
work.... At the same time, it is necessary to look critically at omissions and 
shortcomings which, unfortunately, are also found in the practice of management as 
well as in party work." This party requirement also pertains to the communists and 
all men of the Armed Forces. For it is no secret that in some subunits the quality 
of combat training leaves much to be desired. At times lessons and tactical exer- 
cises are conducted in a stereotyped manner, in accordance with a long-known scheme, 
and on terrain which is well known to the men. The capabilities of the armament and 
equipment of organic as vell as attached and supporting subunits are still not fully 
utilized everywhere. Not all commanders have firm skills in the organization of a 
battle, coordination, and control of subunits and fire For example, shortcomings in 
the combat training of the personnel are permitted in individual subunits of the 


unit where the po’ ‘ical officer is V. Davydov. Because of the poor state of train- 
ing, some special here proved to be incapable of actions under difficult con- 
ditions. 


Such shortcomings cannot be tolerated. The end of the training year is at hand. In 
the time remaining the tasks of the summer training period are to be accomplished 
completely and with high quality. This requires commanders, political organs, 
staffs, and party and Komsomol organizations to evaluate the state of affairs in the 
military collectives in an exacting manner, to disclose and eliminate bottlenecks 
effectively, and to put all reserves into operation. The determination of the re- 
sults of soldierly labor should be approached based on principle and in a party man- 
nerand there should be a sharp reaction to the striving of individual leaders to put 
out what is desired as reality, to instances of overstating grades, and to eyewash. 


Utilizing favorable conditions of field lessons, our tested method should be persis- 
tently implemented--to teach the troops what is necessary in war and to train them 
persistently for active operations under conditions of the enemy's employment of 
nuclear weapons as well as with the employment of conventional means of destruction. 
Constant attention is deserved by the training of the personnel in night operations 
and on any terrain, to include mountain-desert and mountain-taiga. 


In the improvement of the troops’ field ability, it is difficult to overestimate the 
significance of tactical exercises, especially two-sided ones. Carefully prepared 
and conducted in an acutely dynamic, rapidly changing situation, exercises permit 

commanders, staffs, and all the men who participate in them to acquire firm skills 

















in the conduct of contemporary combined-arms combat and make the most complete use of 
the firepower, shock action, and maneuver capabilities of subunits, units, and iarge 
units. In the course of summer training, everything is to be done so that tactical 
exercises, live firings, and missile launches also contribute to the personnel's 
development of spiritual and physical steadfastness, stubbornness in the att:.inment 

of a gol, and the readixvess to accomplish any mission which arises suddenly in 
battle. 


A high level of field ability is an important indicator of the effectiveness of 
party-political work. Its main goal is to bring up the men in the spirit of loyalty 
to the ideals of communism, boundless devotion to the Sovict motherland, and burning 
hatred toward the imperialist aggressors and their accomplices, and in a spirit of 
Soviet patriotism and socialist internationalism. "The determining thing in the 
content of party-political work," points out member of the Politburo of the CPSU 
Central Committee and Minister of Defense of the USSR, Marshal of the Soviet Union 

D. F. Ustinov, “is the active mobilization of the personnel to raise the effective- 
ness and quality of combat training, improve field, aeria’, and naval ability, master 
new combat equipment and weapons, and strengthen military discipline and organization." 


It is the duty of commanders, political organs, and party organizations to concen- 
trate their efforts on the intensification of the training process, the introduction 
of an integrated method of instruction and of everything new and progressive which 
has been attained by military theory and practice in it, and on a further improve- 
ment of ideological-indoctrinational work. Wherever the men may be--in the field or 
training center, on exercises, on the tank driving grounds, motor vehicle driving 
grounds, rifle ranges or artillery ranges--it is necessary to explain to them every- 
where the decisions of the Communist Party and the Soviet government, events within 
the country and beyond its borders, and tell about our people's successes in imple- 
menting the majestic plans worked out by the 25th CPSU Congress. Using all the 
varied forms for political influence, it is important to achieve the servicemen's 
deep understanding of the fact that they are protecting the socialist achievements 
and peaceful creative labor of the builders of communism. Simultaneously with this 
such valuable moral and fighting qualities as bravery, valor, steadfastness, resolve, 
initiative, and the readiness to accomplish the commander's order and the combat 
mission in any situation, even the most critical one, are molded in the motherland's 
defenders. 


Fixed party attention is deserved by the tactical training of the personnel, their 
mastery of weapons, and the acquisition of firm skills in destroying the targets 

at maximum ranges with the first round, first burst, or first launch. The power of 
a weapon, as is known, can be used effectively in combat only in the case where it 

is in the skillful hands of men who possess high technical ability. Practical skilis 
in driving combat vehicles and automobiles day as well as night are to be deepened 
even further and tank drivers and all personnel are to be taught covered displace- 
ment, the intelligent selection of positions and the correct utilization of the ter- 
rain's protective and camouflage properties in battle, and skillful actions in 

march, approach-march, and combat formations. 


Political organs and party organizations are required to delve deeply into the 
course of combat training and to assist commanders in every way to achieve its ef- 
fectiveness. The quality of lessons depends to a great extent on their leaders and 
the professional state of training and methodclogical skill of command personnel-- 














officers, warrant officers, sergeants. They should have good knowledge of what and 
how to teach subordinates and how to attain, in a short time, the necessary level of 
training of each soldier, squad, section, crew, platoon, company, and battalion and 
their coordination and, on this basis, to ensure the high combat readiness of regi- 
ments and divisions. 


A tested means for raising the officers' professional qualifications was and remains 
officer training, especially such of its forms as training-methods assemblies, demon- 
stration and training-methods lessons, group exercises on the ground with communica- 
tions equipment and designation of the enemy, tactical quickie exercises, and drills. 
One of the basic forms of professional officer training is independent study. It is 
a matter for political organs and party organizations, together with commanders, to 
help the officers just as the warrant officers and sergeants daily, to deepen their 
theoretical knowledge, improve practical skills in the training and indoctrination 
of the men, and to acquire the ability to conduct contemporary battle, in so doing 
making creative use of the wealth of experience of the last war as well as every- 
thing new and progressive which is born every day among the troops. Commanders at 
all echelons shou!d tirelessly be taught the skill of inflicting powerful fire de- 
struction on the enemy, employing broad maneuver, and organizing coordination ina diffi- 
cult combat situation. Party concern and attention are required by younz officers, 
especially those who do not yet possess sufficient practical experience in the 
leadership of subordinates. It should constantly be remembered that the commander, 
political officer, and staff officer of any rank should always keep in mind that the 
combat potential of the large unit, unit, and subunit can be fully realized only 
when the personnel prove capable of employing new equipment skillfully and surpass- 
ing the enemy in the art of conducting a battle and engagement. 


The persistent search for methods for the most effective use of the high combat 
capabilities of contemporary weapons and combat equipment and the constant improve- 
ment of our tactical arsenal remain our primary missions. They, these missions, 
will be accomplished more successfully the more completely the instructions of the 
25th Party Congress and the June (1980) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee on 
raising the effectiveness and quality of work are implemented. Under army condi- 
tions, this means that commanders, political organs, staffs, and party and Komsomol 
organizations are called upon to achieve a further growth in the quality of combat 
and political training and the irreproachable organization of the training process 
where it is important to envision everything--from absolute accomplishment of the 
daily agenda and lesson schedule to the observance of safety measures on exercises, 
live firings, missile launchings, and during work on the materiel. In each troop 
collective, it is important to ensure exemplary order as required by the regulations 
and the maintenance of an atmosphere of efficiency and exactingness. Firm military 
discipline, clear organization, and well-organized troop service are the most im- 
portant conditions for the attainment of successes in combat training. "The con- 
temporary military organism not only requires the maximum coordination of the ac- 
tions of individual servicemen alone, but also the irreproachable coordination and dis- 
cipline of interdependent troop collectives..," stresses member of the Politburo of the 


CPSU Central Committee and Soviet Minister of Defense, Marshal of the Soviet Union 
D. F. Ustinov. “Even the slightest manifestation of carelessness or failure to ob- 
serve order as required by the regulations by even one serviceman can lead to seri- 
ous consequences, unjustified losses, and to failure in the accomplishment of combet 
missions.” 

















In the mobilization of the men for the constant improvement of field ability, an im- 
portant role is played by socialist competition, a new impetus to which was given by 
the recent decre: of the party's Central Committee. In this document, the new ini- 
tiative of the production leaders who assumed increased obligations for a worthy 
greeting for the forthcoming Party Congress in February 1981 was estimated at its 
true worth. In order to implement the requirements of the decree commanders, politi- 
cal organs, and party and Komsomol organizations are to conduct important political, 
organizational, and indoctrinational work so as to attract soldiers, warraut officers, 
and officers to the pre-congress competition even more broadly and to increase their 
professional and creative activity. The effectiveness of the competition should be 
raised even higher, useful and professional undertakings originated on the men's ini- 
tiative should be developed in every possible way, and the efforts of the service- 
men should be directed toward increasing the effectiveness of field training, the 
quality of tactical exercises, live firings, and missile launches, the excelleiut ac- 
complishment of combat-training missions, and exceeding the standards. There should 
be more active support of competition for the title of best specialist, best squad, 
section, and crew, and best su’unit. The struggle for the complete and uncondition- 
al accomplishment of individual obligations, the competition of units, and the move- 
ment for leading large unit will help to attain an even higher tension in summer 
training. 


The path to this is effective organizational and ideological-political work, ensur- 
ing the Lenin principles for the organization of competition--publicity and com- | 
parability of results, and the persistent introduction of favorable experience and 

the achievements of the experts, masters of combat qualifications, and leading troop 
collectives into troop practice. The harmonious, coordinated work of commanders and 

political officers should constantly be directed toward this. 


To popularize favorable experience it is necessary to make wider use of all forms of 
propaganda and agitation and to strive to see that this import mt work is a living, 
creative matter which is closely linked with the missions being accomplished by the 
men. Political organs and party organizations must use the methods inherent in them 
to struggle so that the generalization and dissemination of experience are conducted 
on a truly scientific basis. 


Staffs and chiefs and specialists of the combat arms and services are required to 
take an active part in the generalization and introduction of valuable experience. 
They are called upon to be the champions of everything new and pregressive in the 
training of the troops and propagandists in the most effective forns for the organi- 
zation of lessons and exercises. Headquarters party organizations should persistent- 
ly see that the officers master leading planning methods, improve their work style, 
and accomplish the strict monitoring of the quality of the training process and the 
course of the competition. 





There should be more complete use of the indoctrinational capabilities of the com- 
petition and everything should be done so that the accomplishment of the obligations 
contributes tothe molding, in the men, of an active life's position, a communist at- 
titude toward soldierly labor and a further strengthening of military discipline, 
order as prescribed by the regulations, organization, and the solidarity of army 
collectives. In this connection, wide use should be made of the recommendations of 
the conference of leading command and political personnel of the Armed Forces which 
discussed the problems of raising the indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed 











Forces. At the conference, as is known, the important significance of the require- 
ments of the CPSU Central Committee that che primary party organizations become true 
centers of daily ideological-indoctrinational activity was stressed. Communists are 
called upon to keep within their field of view everything by which the military col- 
lective lives, that troubles it, and that contributes to the establishment of health- 
y relations \etween the men, to exert daily influence on them, to rally the Armed 
Forces collectives, and to achieve a high level of field ability. 


It is also just as important to strengthen party leadership of the Komsomol organiza- 
tions, increase their activity and creative initiative, and strive to see that each 
Komsomol and young soldier sees the meaning and goal of his life in selfless service 
to the socialist motherle | ©. the conscientious performance of the duty of citizen- 
soldier. In ‘Yeing the e. '.l of the communists, *he Komsomols are required to be in 
the vanguard of the strue;\° for the exemplary accomplishment of missions facing the 
troops and to participate . ively in the “relay race" of Komsomol affairs, “Our 
soldierly labor for the motherland and the party, * worthy greeting for the 26th 

CPSU Congress!" 


By personal example and inspiring word, the communists must rouse the men for the 
struggle for the successful completion of the training year--the year of the Lenin 
jubilee, of the 35th anniversary of the Soviet people's victory in the Great Patriot- 
ic War, and the year of active preparations for the regular 26th Party Congress. 


The high patriotic striving of the defenders of the socialist fatherland to perform 
their constitutional duty with honor and merit is manifested in selfless soldierly 
labor. And it is very important to direct the tremendous political enthusiasm 
caused among the men by the decisions of the June plenum of the CPSU Central Commit- 
tee, the third session of the USSR Supreme Soviet, and the decree of the CPSU Central 
Committee, "On socialist competition for a worthy greeting for the 26th CPSU 
Congress," toward the further improvement of field ability, the ski. lful mastery of 
weapons and equipment, the attainment of excellent indices in combat and political 
training and military discipline, and the maintenance of the combat readiness of 
subunits, units, and large units at the level of the day's highest requirements. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION: SOCIALISM VERSUS CAPITALISM 


pee KOMMUNIST VOOR'IZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 80 signed to press 19 Aug 
pp 9-17 


[Article by Col G. Khvatkov, doctor of philosophical sciences, professor: "Social- 
ist Ideology in an Historic Offensive") 


[Text] The article is recommended for use in groups for the Marx- 
ist-Leninist training of officers when studying the subject: "V. 
I. Lenin and the CPSU on the ideological competition of two oppo- 
site social systems and the tasks for raising political vigilance." 





The competition of the socialist and capitalist systems in the ideological sphere is 
a fully proper phenomenon caused by the very course of social development. Life 
completely confirms the correctness of the Marxism-Leninism classics which stressed 
that as peoples are liberated from under the oppression of capital and socialism is 
consolidated, the resistance of the world bourgeoisie will also inevitably increase 
in all forms of class struggle--economic, political, and ideological. 


The strengthening of socialism's positions, the successes of the national-liberation 
movement, and the growth of freedom-loving democratic forces as a whole, soted the 
June (1960) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, area reality of the contemporary 
world. But the aggressive imperialist circles who vould like to slow down the ob- 
jective process of the renewal of peace do not desire to reckon with these reali- 
ties. Hence--the militaristic activity of NATO and the striving to transform anti- 
Sovietism and anticommunism into a tool for whipping up the arms race, into a weapon 
for the struggle against the USSR and the other countries of the socialist common- 
wealth, and into a means to undermine detente. 


The Central Committee plenum confirmed the party's loyalty to its Leninist peace- 
loving course. At the same time, it pointed out that the intrigues of imperialism 
and other enemies of peace require the constant vigilance and the strengthening of 
our state's defensive capability in every possible way. 


The basic contradiction of the contemporary era is the contradiction between capi- 
taliesm and socialism. “...All events of world politics,” wrote V. I. Lenin, “are 
inevitably concentrated around one central point, namely: the struggle of the world 
bourgeoisie against the Soviet Russian republic which is inevitably grouping a- 
round itself the Soviet movements of the leading vorkers of all countries on the one 
hand and all national-liberation movements of colonies and oppressed nationalities 
on the other..." ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy” [Complete Works], Vol 41, p 163. 





The contradiction between the two social syatema is worldwide and encompasses 411 
spheres of public life. The resolution of the contradiction depends on the steady 
strengthening of its leading, progressive side--socialism. "Our task,” pointed out 
Vv. I. Lenin, “is to overcome all the resistance of the capitalists, not only military 
and political, but also ideological, the most profound and most powerful” ("Polnoye 
sobraniye sochineniy,"” Vol 41, p Woe). 


The competition of the two systems in the spiritual field is now characterized by a 
number of special features. The understanding of these special features is excep- 
tionally important: through them, one can see more clearly the entire picture of 
the ideological struggle in the world arena in its most essential features, direct 
the indoctrination of Soviet people and the personnel of the Armed Forces more spe- 
cifically, and give a proper rebuff to the ideological sabotage of the classe enemy. 


We are witnesses to a sudden, heretofore unprecedented aggravation of the competition 
of two irreconcilable and mutually exclusive ideologies--socialist and bourgeois. 
What has caused this? 


First of all, the fact that the steady process of strengthening real socialism's po- 
sitions is under way. As Comrade L. I. Brezhnev has noted, the development of the 
socialist countries, the growth in their power, and the strengthening of the bene- 
ficial influence of the international policy which they are conducting now deter- 
mine the main direction of mankind's social progress (see "Materialy XXV s"yesda 
KPSS" [Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress], p 27). 


The power of the international working class is growing. Its communist vanguard has 
been transformed into the most influential political force of modern times. Positive 
shifts are continuing in the developing countries. In recent years, the forces of 
national liberation have won important victories in Angola, Ethiopia, Iran, Afghani- 
stan, South Yemen, Cambodia, Zimbabwe, and in a number of countries of Central 
America. 


All these processes signify the triumph of Marxism-Leninism, for world development 
is proceeding in the channel of its basic conclusions and forecasts. 


On the contrary, the capitalist system is experiencing the deepest shocks. Newer 
and never countries and peoples are falling away from it. And up to the present the 
most acute economic crisis of the 1970's is being accompanied not only by a pro- 
tracted depression, but also by a deepest ideological-political crisis: broad 
strata of the population are losing faith in the ability of state-monopoly capital- 
ism to find a way out of the economic and social difficulties. The myth of capi- 
tealism as a “just” and “ideal” society is collapsing. Its defenders are now placing 
main reliance on anticommunisn. 


Anticommunism is in essence an ersatz ideology which is called upon to conceal the 
historic doom of the last exploiter sytem and the spiritual bankruptcy of the bour- 
geoisie. Anticommunism is incapable of offering the masses any positive social ideal 
whatever, and its absence is compensated by the demagogic apology for capitalist 
reality and slander against the communist movement and real socialism. 


From this follows the second special feature of the ideological competition--the 
sides’ use of sharply opposite methods of strugggle and influence on the minds of 
people. 














The following should be considered in evaluating this feature, Marxist-Leninistse al- 
ways vaged an open ideological and theoretical struggle with the clase enemy, setting 
forth their views on peace, society, and on the lavs for their development from pro- 
letarian positions. When socialism was only theory as well as when it became 4 re- 
ality, they did not fear and do not fear to compare their views with bourgeois con- 
cepts. They have no need to resort to any subterfuges or propagandist tricks because 
revolutionary ideology subjugates the human consciousness vith ite truthfulness. The 
communists’ constant concern for a steady rise in the consciousness and activity of 
the masses was and remains, according to the Lenin definition, the basis and impor- 
tant content of all party work (see "Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," Vol 13, p 376). 


Formerly, the bourgeois ideologists also openly defended capitalism and its “values” 
-<private property, free enterprise, technical progress, and so forth. However, as 
vorld socialism grew stronger and capitalism's general crisis deepened, they began 

to resort more and more often to camouflaging the class essence of the bourgeois sys- 
tem. This trend has acquired an all-encompassing nature where anticommuniam has be- 
come imperialism's main ideological-political veapon. 


In fact anticommunism, devoid of positive ideas, is unable to accomplish the tasks 
which have been placed before it in an open theoretical polemic with Marxism-Leninism 
Therefore, it transfers the field of struggle to the sphere of ordinary consciousness 
and resorts to refined methods for the ideological processing of the masses and to 
the conduct of “psychological warfare” against real socialism. Wow, in capitalist 
countries even government propaganda often uses unscrupulous procedures which for- 
merly were under the complete control of the “yellow press.” 


Back in 1921, V. I. Lenin noted: "...if now they cannot go against us with weapons 
in hands, they go with the weapons of lies and slander...” ("Polnoye sobraniye 
sochineniy,” Vol 42, p 366), It is not by chance that imperialiem selected ideologi- 
cal sabotage as the basic means for the ideological competition with socialism (more 
exactly, “psychological warfare")--frank slander against Marxism-Leniniom, real so- 
cialism, and the policy of the communists with the use of such impermissible pro- 
cedures for interference in the affairs of other states as misinformation, smuggling 
in provocative literature, organizing psychological attacks against the youth and 
the intelligentsia, and so forth. 


Ideological sabotage is also the striving of anticommunists to appear, in the eyes 
of world public opinion, as zealous champions of freedom and equality, peace and 
security, national independence and social justice. It is also their imaginary 
“goodwill” in propaganda for the socialist countries. Western radio voices 

and the bourgeois press accompany malignant criticism directed against real social- 
ism with “sympathetic” advice on how it could be “improved,” but actual ly--under- 
mined. The true value of such “goodwill” is shown by the line of the present Ameri- 
can administration and several other bourgeois governments which is directed toward 
curtailing trade, scientific and technical, cultural, sports, and other ties vith 
socialist countries. Monopoly capital is even ready to suffer considerable material 
harm if it could only cause some difficulties in the socialist world. 


The aggravation of the ideological competition is leading to the ever clearer delimit- 
ing of the socio-class forces which are participating in it. 





Under contemporary conditions, when life itself is debunking the apologetic theories 
of imperialiam and revisionistic and opportunistic views, all genuine democracies 

are turning their eyes toward Marxism-Leninism. They see that only this scientific 
ideology can give and is giving answers to questions on trends in social development. 
They understand more and more clearly that the tip of anticommuniam is directed not 
only against communists, but also against the national-liberation and general -demo- 
cratic movement as a whole. All this leads to a situation where many representatives 
of revo utionary democratism are changing over to the positions of scientific com- 
muniom. The front of the bearers and adherents of Marxist-Leninist ideology is grov- 
ing and strengthening. 


All those in whose throat Marxism-Leniniem is sticking are also closing their ranks. 
Of course, as formerly disorder and vacillation reign in bourgeois ideology itself 
which is experiencing a deepest crisis and hundreds of schools and trends exist. 
However, the more and more active (explicit and secret) joining together and collab- 
oration of reactionary bourgeois theoreticians, ideologists of militarism, Zionism, 
and neofasciam, representatives of right social reformism, Maocism, and various types 
of anarchistic and neo-Trotskyite currents, and so forth are being observed recently. 
Anticommunism and its nucleus--anti-Govietism--step forth as the ideological platform 
for such a union. 


Nevertheless the main and determining feature of the ideological competition of the 
two systems is that the socialist ideology is on the offensive while the bourgeois 
ideology and been forced to occupy defensive positions. 


The historic predestination of the revolutionary ideology is to substantiate the 
regular nature and point out the conditions and ways for mankind's transition from 
capitalism to socialism and communism. This predetermines its offensive nature 
which intensifies with the intensification of the world revolutionary process. 


The decree of the CPSU Central Committee, "On further improvement of ideological and 
political-indoctrinational work,” stresses especially that the strengthening of the 
positions of world socialism and of all progressive forces creates favorable condi- 
tions for the initiation of the ideological offensive against imperialism and hego- 
monism, militarism, and reaction. In conducting this offensive, the communists 
tirelessly propagandize the Leninist peace-loving foreign-policy course of the CPSU 
and the other fraternal parties and the successes of real socialism, and they carry 
the truth of the socialist way of life. They decisively condemn the advocates of 
the “cold war,” the aggravation of international tension, and the arms race, expose 
the antipopular essence of capitalism and the predatory nature of the policy of neo- 
colonialism, and disclose the hegemonism of the Beijing rulers and their aggressive 
aspirations. All thie raises the authority of Marxism-Leninsm and its international 
influence, and it tears the mask of hypocrisy from the bourgeois ideology. 


The contemporary bourreois ideologists must wage the struggle with real socialism 
from positions which are veaker than formerly. When we speak of the defensive nature 
of bourgeois ideology, we have in mind its inability to oppose Marxism-Leninism with 
any positive views on all problems of contemporary development. It can offer the 
masses nothing but reactionary Utopias. Only the falsification of Marxism-Leninism 
and the search for never and never means of self-defense have become the lot of 
bourgeois ideology. 
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The bourgeois ideologists are trying to compensate for their spiritual, theoretical 
poverty by the activity and refinement of anticommunist propaganda, The imperialist 
states and monopolies have created a powerful “information” apparatus which is cone 
trolled from united centers and which spreads throughout the entire world lies and 
Slander against real socialism and against communists and democrats, Tremendous 
forces and resources have been specially thrown at distorting revolutionary teaching. 
Such false sciences as "Marxology,” "“Leninology,” “Sovietology,” and so forth have 
been created and are functioning. Their requirements are serviced by hundreds of 
institutes and research centers. 


Just what problems stand at the center of the ideological competition of the two op- 


posing systems? Of course, there are many of them. But the main ones, perhaps, are 
the following. 


First of all, it is the problem of social progress. Today, the world is literally 
seething. Dictatorial, pro-imperialist regimes are falling. The repulse of a neo- 
colonial policy is growing. Newer and newer countries are selecting a socialist ori- 
entation. Progressive mankind is waging a persistent struggle to prevent a new world 
war and any interstate wars. 


Events which are occurring in the world require analysis and specific conclusions. 
Supporters of scientific communism proceed from the fact that all revolutionary 
transformations are the result of the action of objective historic factors: the de- 
velopment of productive forces under the influence of the scientific and technical 
revolution; the strengthening of the positions of world socialism and the aggravation 
of capitalism's internal contradictions; and the general change in the correlation of 
forces in the internat onal arena in favor of socialism, peace, and progress. Marx- 
ists-Leninists look upon the growing process of the world's revolutionary renewal as 
new and irrefutable confirmation of their most important theoretical conclusion on 
the inevitability of the downfall of capitalism and the triumph of socialism and com- 
munism. 


Being prisoners of traditional bourgeois dogmas, the ruling circles and ideologists 
of imperialism cannot soberly perceive the social and political changes which are 
occurring in the world and cannot and, really, do not want to understand their ob- 
jective essence. They are trying to present these changes as the result of some 
“outside interference." They dream that somewhere they "overlooked" something, 
“weakened” their political and ideological pressure somevhere, and "permitted" the 
communist and democratic forces to become too active. Hence, the striving to inten- 
sify anticommunist actions in all directions. 


Hovever, even inveterate anticommunists understand that the sinking of the revolution- 
ary movement in blood is a longed-for but futile undertaking. This is why they are 
trying to stop the movement and emasculate it by imposing on mankind their own in- 
terpretation of the essence of social progress which differs from that of Marxism- 
Leninism. In order to solve this hopeless task, imperialism's ideologists are en- 
deavoring to prove that Marxism has not even established those general regular laws 
which would be acceptable for all for Marxism itself, they say, is "pluralistic." 


surgeois ideologists would very much like to “drag Marxism asunder" along 
ynal lines. But even more--to “separate” Leninism from Marxism and give to V. I. 
Lenin's teaching a national, Russian sound. And this is not by chance. In our time, 
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without consideration of the Lenin tenets it is impossible to understand either the 
formation of a communist civilization, the dynamics of changes in the nonsocialist 
part of the world, or the basic trends in the development of the international situ- 
ation. It is a simple thing: if Leninism were only a Russian phenomenon, then why 
expend so many efforts on the proof of this. The whole point is that by directing a 
blow against Leninism, its enemies are counting on the theoretical disarming of the 
international communist movement, causing a split in its ranks, and making the sharp- 
ly increased popularity of scientific communism as safe as possible for themselves. 
And, at the same time, also thrusting their own reactionary views on social progress. 


By the way, these views are changing constantly because they reflect nothing real 
except anticommunist malice. We recall that in the 1950's imperialism's ideologists 
put forth theories of the so-called "stages of economic grovth" and a "single indus- 
trial society." Both capitalism and communism vere denied in them. It was asserted 
that mankind is moving toward some society of "mass consumption.” Life dispelled 
this legend. Put forth to replace it is a version that allegedly under conditions of 
the scientific and technical revolution a "convergence" of socialism and capitalism 
is under way. You see, neither class struggle nor social revolution are required. 

It is only sufficient to apply efforts to "liberalize" socialism and a "hybrid 
society'will arise by itself. This version was called "convergence." However, the 
aggravation of the class struggle in the capitalist countries and the strengthening 
of socialism's positions and offensive also shot down this fairy tale. Then, the 
myth of a “post-industrial civilization" was born at the beginning of the 1970's. 

The authors of the myth proved that after the "industrial" society (it includes capi- 
talism and communism) it would not be communism which arises, but some “post-indus- 
trial society". Already such a society, they say, is the United States which all 
other countries must "reach." 


The endless changing of these pseudo-theories is vivid evidence that bourgeois ideo- 
logy has nothing persuasive to offer as regards social progress. Social progress 
developed and is developing in the channel of laws discovered by Marxism-Leninism and 
no alternative to communism exists. 


An important problem in the ideological antagonism is the problem of social order. 
It is closely linked with the preceding, for we are discussing which organization of 
society best meets the needs of the working masses. 


With full justification, Mary ainists consider real socialism as the most just 
and human system. It is bas ublic ownership of the means of production. The 
exploitation of man by man is letely absent in it, and relations between people 


are organized on principles of comradeship and mutual assistance. Socialism en- 
sures the actual equality of all nations, their flourishing and rapprochement. The 
socio-political and ideological unity of the working class, peasantry, and intelli- 
gentsia is confirmed in it and the gradual erasure of class and social differences 

is occurring. Democracy is receiving a new, genuine content--sovereignty of the 
people, the actual participation of the masses in controlling the affairs of state. 
It not only proclaims, but also ensures for all workers the most important rights and 
freedoms, tying them together with specific obligations, the accomplishment of which 
strengthens the guarantee of the rights and freedoms. 


Socialism is shaping a new way of life. The following step forth as its typical 
features: labor as the basic measure of human dignity; the friendship of peoples 
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and the absence of any discrimination of people, confirmation of the socialist ethic, 
the collective's concern for each worker; international solidarity with the peoples 
of the socialist countries and with the workers of the entire world; and the struggle 
for peace. A high level of prosperity and education of the people and the creation 
of necessary conditions for the comprehensive and harmonious development of the per- 
sonality are peculiar to the socialist way of life. 


The leading and directing force of a socialist society and the nucleus of its politi- 
cal system is the Marxist-Leninist party--the fighting and tested vanguard of the 
working class and the entire people. It is the party of scientific communism. At 
each historic stage, it determines the next and long-term tasks, being guided by its 
final goal--the building of communism. 


The bourgeois {deologists distort socialism in every possible way, making up any ab- 
surdities about it. They assert, for example, that freedom of the personality and 
socialism are incompatible since the latter is based on public ownership and collec- 
tivism which allegedly suppress the initiative of a person. They “prove” that the 
democracy of socialism is not at all democracy for the leading role here is performed 
by the Communist Party alone in the absence of opposition and interparty struggle. 
The socialist way of life is subjected to refined falsification. 


What is proposed to replace the socialist system? In the West, they loudly trumpet 
about "a society of prosperity." No, not of capitalism, but namely of a "society of 
prosperity,” which allegedly has arrived to replace it. It turns out that it is 
namely this society which provides "true democracy," for here a fierce struggle be- 
tween parties takes place at elections and all candidates are subjected to merciless 
criticism. But, first of all, the “pluralism” of the bourgeois parties is a property 
of capitalism, and not of some "society of prosperity." Second, “pluralism” is 
bourgeois democracy, democracy within the ruling class. Isn't it all the same to 
the workers of the United States, let us say , which party is in power if unemployment 
and prices increase and social oppression is intensified? Both Democrats and Repub- 
licans were in power during the postwar years. And during this time, both used 
troops about 300 times to suppress so-called domestic disturbances--actions of the 
workers in the defense of their fundamental rights. 





The bourgeois ideologists assert that allegedly a "society of prosperity" ensures 
the freedom of the citizens 100 percent and allegedly created some “western” way of 
life--living in luxury, idleness, satisfaction of any whims, and so forth. Of 
course, a bourgeois society ensures freedom. But only for big business and mono- 
polies which are free to put their own people in power, increase the tax burden, and 
squeeze the sap out of the workers. As regards luxury and idleness -- this again is 
the way of life of the billionaires and millionaires and of those who serve capital 
faithfully. They all actually enjoy any blessings. But what does it matter for the 
working people and millions of unemployed? Wo, it is not the “society of prosperi- 
ty" thought up by the apologists for capitalism, but only socialism which meets the 
real needs of the workers and of all those whomcapital strangles and crushes. 


The problem of war and peace is an exceptionally important problem in the ideological 
antagonism. For Marxists-Leninists, the struggle for a true peace is one of the most 
important tasks of their activity, one of the cardinal problems of their revolution- 

ary theory. K. Marx laid the basis for a scientific understanding of this question. 

He saw the source of the military threat in capitalism itself. In order to limit 
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capital's striving for military adventures and the enslavement of other peoples, 
Marx called upon the working class to master the secrets of international policy, to 
follow the diplomati. activity of its governments and, in case of neceasity, to op- 
pose it by all means (see K. Marx and F. Engels, "Sochineniya” [Works], Vol 16, 

p ll). But here he stressed that the struggle for peace is part of the general 
struggle for the liberation of the working class. The Marxist-Leninist position also 
differs from the social pacifism of the opportunists in that it includes not 

only a minimum program, that is, a program of the general democratic struggle for 
peace under the conditions of capitalism, but also a maximum program--the acknowl- 
edgement of the necessity for socialism's victory on a world scale which will final- 
ly put an end to the threat of war. 


In linking the revolutionary overthrow of capital's authority with the crisis of the 
capitalist system, V. I. Lenin especially noted that Marxists in no way believe that 
war is a necessary or even desirable condition for revolution, that "revolution, fol- 
lowing war...is /an especially difficult/ [in boldface] case of the types ("Polnoye 
sobraniye sochineniy", Vol 36, p 476). Communists always understood and understand that 
war, bringing the contradictions of capitalism to the extreme, may lead to revolution and 
to the socialist transformation of society. But they were never indifferent toward 
the price which victories of the revolutions pay--neither then, when wars were less 
destructive, nor now, moreover, when world war would threaten mankind with unpre- 
cedented calamities. This is why communists waged and are waging a decisive struggle 
against world and interstate vars. 


A real opportunity to eliminate world war from the life of society appeared as real 
socialism grew stronger and the unity of the socialist and variety of democratic 
movements was consolidated. In the accomplishment of this task which is especially 
important for mankind, an exceptional role is played by the relaxation of interna- 
tional tension--this great creation of socialism. As was stressed in the decree of 
the June (1980) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, peaceful coexistence between 
states with different social systems was strengthened in the course of detente and 
began to be filled with specific economic and political content, an obvious drop in 
the "cold war” appeared, and more favorable objective preconditions for the resolu- 


tion of issues and international conflicts by means of just peaceful regularization 
were created. 


Under conditions of peaceful coexistence, basic revolutionary transformations occur- 
red and are occurring. Working out the theoretical and practical problems of revo- 
lution without war following Marx, Engels, and Lenin, the communists are blazing 

the most humane trail toward a future world of social justice for all mankind. 


Just how do the bourgeois ideologists conduct themselves on the question of war and 
peace? They are attacking peaceful coexistence on all sides. It goes against the 
grain with them. Ina report at the June plenum of the party Central Committee, 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev said: “Imperialism has clearly set the goal for itself to 
test the will of the peoples for peace, ours and your good will and resolve to fol- 
low the road of detente and good-neighborly relations, comrades." 


The efforts of the bourgeois ideologists are concentrated on preventing an under- 

standing of the real essence of peaceful coexistence and detente by the broad popu- 
lar masses as the most important condition for the forward movement of the workers 
toward progress and the solution of the most burning economic, social, and cultural 
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tasks facing mankind. Therefore, they are trying to convince world public opinion 
that peaceful coexistence and detente are only a “wordy formula” and an empty concept. 
Then what about the dozens of those treaties and agreements which were signed between 
socialist and capitalist countries? 


Another procedure in the distortion of peaceful coexistence and detente consists of 
proving that they are advantageous only to socialism. This is correct: they are 
advantageous to socialism because only under conditions of peace is the creation of 
a new society possible. But peace and detente are advantageous to all true demo- 
crats, to all working people. They are disadvantageous only to imperialism. For 
it, tension and the "cold war" are the possibility for the debauchery of militarism, 
profiting from the arms race, and the merciless suppression of all forces of pro- 
gress. Peaceful coexistence knocks out of the hands of world reaction the trump 
ecard of anti-Sovietism--the main trump card for fooling the masses. Reaction under- 
stands this and, therefore, is trying again and again to turn everything upside down: 
to present matters in such a way that allegedly the USSR is using peaceful coexis- 
tence to “conquer the West.” It turns out that the Soviet Union’s decision concern- 
ing the unilateral reduction of its troops located on the territory of the GDR is an 
"attempt" against peace and the West. But the addition of almost 600 American 
nuclear missiles in Western Europe is the "defense" of peace. 


The imperialists would like peaceful coexistence to be understood as the mainten- 
ance of the status quo. In other words, the Soviet Union and the socialist coun- 
tries should "change their behavior," that is, refrain from the support of revolu- 
tionary forces. This is the essence of demagogy concerning peace. The imperialists 
passionately desire to conceal the true reasons for revolutfonary-liberation move- 
ments and processes, to present them as the result of “outside interference," and 
thereby to justify their own--fully real-—-interference in the affairs of other coun- 
tries and peoples. By means of false verbiage about a "Soviet military threat," 
they would like to justify an unrestrained arms race, militarization of the economy, 
the creatior of centers of tension first in one and then in another region of the 
world, a policy of balancing “on the brink of war," and ideological subversion 
against the socialist countries. 


Of course, the problems which have been examined do not exhaust the ideological an- 
tagonism of socialism and capitalism. But even what has been set forth permits drav- 
ing a conclusion about its exceptionally acute, strained, and irreconcilable nature. 
And this is understandable. If peaceful coexistence of the two systems presumes 
their business-like cooperation in the economic, scientific-technical, and cultural 
spheres, the political regularization of controversial international questions, and 
mutual concessions in the interests of strengthening military detente, this is ab- 
solutely excluded in the sphere of ideology. V. I. Lenin stressed that the "ques- 
tion stands /only as follows/ [in boldface]: bourgeois or socialist ideology. There 
is no middle here..." ["Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," Vol 6, p 39). ‘There can be no 
place for neutralism and compromises in the struggle of the two ideologies. Needed 
here, the 26th Congress of our party pointed out, is high political vigilance, ac- 
tive, efficient, and convincing propaganda vork, and a timely rebuff for hostile 
ideological subwersion (see "Materialy XXV s"yezda KPSS," p 74). 


Political vigilance is a capacious and, at the same time, specific concept. Vigi- 


lance is expressed in the intensive class self-consciousness of the Soviet man— 
worker and soldier, in his ideological maturity in evaluating social phenomena and 
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deeds of individual personalities, in irreconcilability toward any manifestations of 
bourgeois, revisionist, Maoiat ideology and ethics which are hostile toward us, and 
in the ability to recognize and stop in time the insidious intentions and actions 

of socialism's foes. 


Our Armed Forces are a genuine school of vigilance, Molding this most important 
moral-political and combat quality in the personnel, commanders and political organs 
and party and Komsomol organizations are devoting special attention to the tempering 
of the men. The more deeply 4 serviceman understands the policy of the CPSU, the 
more clearly he pictures the disposition of class forces in the world arena, the 
better he realizes the historic predestination of the Soviet Armed Forces as the 
guardian of our people's peaceful labor and the bulwark of universal peace, the 
more acutely a sense of watchfulness and political vigilance is developed in him, 
and the higher his combat readiness. 


"...Having undertaken our peaceful construction,” said V. I. Lenin, "we will apply 
every effort to continue it without interruption. At the same time, comrades, be on 
the alert and protect the defensive capability of our country and our Red Army as 
the apple of your eye..." ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 44, p 300). The 
Communist Party is sacredly preserving its loyalty to this behest of its great 
leader. Soberly evaluating the international situation which has developed and con- 
sidering the entire danger of the intrigues of imperialist reaction and its assis~- 
tants, it again stresses the necessity to keep our powder dry, to be persistent and 
consistent in defending the cause of peace, and to remember our historic responsi- 
bility for the fates of the motherland and all mankind. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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COMBAT TRAINING: TANK REGIMENTS COMPETE 


oy KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 80 signed to press 19 Aug 
0 pp 25-29 


[Article by Maj Gen G. Stefanovskiy: "When Regiments Compete") 


[Text] To mark the 26th CPSU Congress with high indices in combat and political 
training and discipline and to please the motherland with new successes in soldierly 
labor--this aspiration is filling the hearts of the socialist fatherland's defenders 
today. In implementing the decisions of the June (1980) plenum of the party's Cen- 
tral Committee and the instructions of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at this plenum, com- 
manders, political organs, and party and Komsomol organizations are directing the 
enthusiasm and creative initiative of subunit, unit, and large unit personnel toward 
the high-quality accomplishment of training plans and the socialist obligations 
which they have assumed for a further improvement in military skill, strengthening 
of discipline and organization, and raising combat readiness. 





These days of summer combat training have been marked by new enthusiasm of the army- 
wide socialist competition and the glorious patriotic deeds of the men. They have 
perceived the requirements of the CPSU Central Committee's decree, "On socialist 
competition for a worthy greeting for the 26th CPSU Congress," as a guide to action. 
The competition contributes to an increase in the quality of the training process 
and the molding of the necessary moral-political, combat, and moral qualities in the 
soldiers, sergeants, warrant officers [praporshchik], and officers. 


The movement for leading large unit which has been initiated and the struggle between 
units for the attainment of high indices in combat training enriched the soldierly 
competition of the personnel with new content and intensified its mobilizing and in- 
doctrinational influence on all aspects of military life. 


The results of combat training are higher namely in those collectives where competi- 
tion is organized and is being conducted on the basis of Leninist principles, the 
requirements of the CPSU Central Committee, and the instructions of the Soviet 
Minister of Defense and Chief of the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army 
and Navy. 


Instructive in this regard is the experience of the large unit which has been awarded 
the Challenge Red Banner of the military council of the GSFG [Group of Soviet Forces 
in Germany]. Here, the personnel are accomplishing combat-training missions and 
socialist obligations with high indices. This is to the great credit of the 
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commanders, political department, and staff. They have a creative approach to the 
organization of the competition and its direction, considering correctly that success 
in the struggle for leading large unit fs laid in the units and depends on well- 
organized monitoring of daily combat training and the accomplishment of socialist ob- 
ligations. The real value of the new which is generated by socialist competition can 
be seen in the example of this collective. First of all, its sphere of influence ex- 
panded significantly and it now has a direct influence on the accomplishment of the 
missions facing the troops and on raising combat readiness. Second, participants in 
the competition had a sharper feeling of their participation in all the affairs of 
the unit and large unit and began to be more anxious about their honor and successes. 
Hence, the responsibility of the personnel for the accomplishment of obligations also 
grew and their creative activity in seeking reserves and capabilities to improve com- 
bat and political training increased. Confirmation of this is provided by the patri- 
otic initiatives of the men--to destroy the targets with the first round at maximum 
range and to struggle for subunits without laggards which are completely rated, for 
exceeding the norms, and for reducing the times to prepare weapons and equipment for 
action. Third, the competition became more specific and efficient and its publicity, 
comparability of results, and introduction of leading experience and the most effec- 
tive work procedures and methods are better ensured. And as a result of all this, 
its indoctrinational role became more appreciable, which is very important. Interest 
in the experience of leading commanders and masters of military affairs grew. More 
assistance is rendered to lagging subunits. A sense of collectivism among the men 


and their striving to overcome shortcomings, go farther, and achieve more were in- 
tensified. 


The experience accumulated in the leading collective confirms convincingly that 
socialist competition between units and struggle for leading large unit with skill- 
ful leadership are actually a powerful factor in improving the training-—indoctrina- 
tional process, developing the personnel's creative initiative, and raising the 
combat readiness of the troops. 


Everything favorable which has been attained by the competing units is the result of 
the great organizational and political-indoctrinational work among the personnel for 
the development of a spirit of competition on lessons, drills, and exercises and in- 
stilling in the men pride in their large unit ard their unit. We will dwell only on 
some of the aspects of this many-faceted activity of commanders, officers of the 
political department, and the staff. Having good knowledge of the state of affairs 
in the units, their capabilities, and reserves, they formed the basis for active 
competition, prompting who should measure swords with whom in the competition for 
combat skill. It must be admitted that the new form of competition did not provide 
the expected effect at once in this large unit, either, since at first its partici- 
pants chose competitors, if it can be expressed in this way, in accordance with the 
territorial principle: whichever unit was located closer was challenged to a competi- 
tion. For this reason, and also because the staff officers and those of the politi- 
cal department did not find their place immediately in the organization of soldierly 
competition, genuine competition was not obtained in the past. This error was 
eliminated in time. ‘Yow, in solving the problem of who is to compete with whom, 
similarity of the missions being accomplished, level of ability, and actual capa- 
bilities of the two troop collectives to move forward are taken into consideration 


first. The value of such an approach can be seen in the example of the competition 
of two regiments. 
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The men of the Guards Tank Chertkovakiy Twice Order of Lenin, Red Banner, Orders of 
Suvorov, Kutuzov, and Bogdan Khmel'nitskiy Regiment imeni Marshal of Armored Forces 
M. Ye. Katukov are leading in the pre-congress competition, improving combat and 
political training, and increasing vigilance and combat readiness. Even last year 
the regiment was declared outstanding and awarded the Banner of the Soviet Minister 
of Defense for courage and military valor. 


The competitor of the Chertkovites in the competition—-a Guards three-times order- 
wearing regiment, has more modest successes. Nevertheless, the personnel accepted 
the tankers' challenge and joined in the struggle for the title of excellent regi- 
ment. Guards Lieutenant Colonels Yu. Kal'kuta, A. Arkhireyev, and V. Kakhovich, and 
other officers of the staff and political department of the large unit helped both 
collectives to become familiar with each other's achievements and experience and to 
work out optimum and, at the same time, workable socialist obligations. Represen- 
tatives of both competing units were present at the meetings of the servicemen where 
these obiigations were discussed and adopted. Returning home, they told their 
fellow servicemen about the combat attitude of the competitors. Here, it was stress- 
ed that there should be no counting on an easy victory: the struggle for first 
place would be sharp and stubborn. For a -<omparison of their own socialist obliga- 
tions and those of their competitors and the results of the competition's course, 
displays were drawn up in each unit and were hung in prominent places--on parade 
grounds, in clubs, and at entrances to messes. 


Results are summed up effectively in both collectives at the end of each month and 
after exercises, and the men have the opportunity to compare their results with the 
achievements of their competitors. Political officers, members of the party commit- 
tee, secretaries of party and Komsomol organizations, and other activists inform the 
competitors regularly in talks and through the wall newspaper and icval radio what 
both regiments achieved and who is moving ahead in what indices. The men of both 
units jealously follow each other's successes, suffer if their own regiment lagged 
in something and, naturally, display even greater diligence in training. 


In preparing a worthy greeting for the 26th CPSU Congress, both troop collectives 

are persistently achieving the quality accomplishment of plans for combat and politi- 
cal training and training-combat missions, the exceeding of norms, and a reduction 

in the times to bring the regiments to combat readiness and they are struggling stub- 
bornly for excellent grades on tactical and special tactical exercises and in the 
accomplishment of firing exercises. The personnel are striving to study weapons and 
equipment well, to maintain them in exemplary condition, and to master the most ef- 
fective procedures for their combat employment. A lively, interesting competition 

in soldierly labor leads to successes. 


The large-unit commander and officers of the political department and the staff are 
constantly concerned that the spirit of healthy competition for the attainment of 
the best results in training does not die out in the regiments, that the heat of the 
struggle for first place in the competition does not weaken, and that comradely 
mutual assistance and the generous exchange of experience becomes the indestructible 
moral standard for the men. In accordance with the commander's instructions, the 
staff plans combat training in such a way that the men of the two regiments can see 
each other's actions in the training center, on the range, and in the field and can 
help each other. In the course of a tactical exercise, on lessons with live firing, 
and in a situation as difficult as possible the men compete in skill and in the 
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ability to accomplish combat-training missions competently. For example, 

in the course of a tactical exercise the vattalions of Quarde Major A. 

Nikitenko and Guards Lieutenant Colonel P. Burilo, which represented the competing 
regiments on it, competed in the skill of conducting battle and exchanged leading 
procedures in the mastery of weapons and equipment. They also drew much that was 
useful for themselves on demonstration lessons and drills. Guards Senior Lieutenants 
Yu. Yevsiyenkov, Yu. Pavlikov, and other masters of vehicle driving and combat em- 
ployment of weapons shared their knowledge and experience with their comrades. 


It is difficult to overestimate the mobilizing force of lessons in the course of 
which a graphic comparison of the ability of the personnel of two competing regiments 
and of their ability to operate smoothly and with initiative takes place. Moreover, 
such lessons give the men the opportunity to become familiar with the best methods 
of soldierly labor and to adopt everything valuable and instructive. It is not by 
chance that commanders and political officers use such lessons to propagandize and 
propagate leading experience. 


In summing up the results of joint lessons the winner of the competition is determin- 
ed, stress is placed on generalizing effective methods and procedures for combat 
training, party-political work, and the practice of competing for tasks and standards, 
and what should be adopted is pointed out. As a rule, the struggle for first place 
proceeds with variable success. Thus, if the Chertkovites operated better and took 
first place on a tactical exercise, the Guardsmen of the three-times order-wearing 
regiment overtook them on a command-post exercise. 


In the course of one of the exercises the staff officers and officers of the politi- 
cal department worked in both regiments and disclosed valuable experience, exposed 
shortcomings, and helped to eliminate them. And this time, too, true with a small 
advantage, the Chertkovskiy Regiment found itself ahead, which formed the basis for 
an analysis of the results of the competition. This was done so that the commanders 
and political officers of the competing units could not only hear, but also see 
graphically how training and competition are organized by the winners. 


In accomplishing the direction of the competition skillfully, the large-unit command 
offers commanders, political officers, and party committees of the regiments broad 
opportunities for the display of independence and initiative, does not fetter them 
with petty guardianship, and supports their creative searches in every possible 
way. Of course, the fundamental questions of joint actions of military collectives 
must be solved by the commander himself. 


In the competing regiments which we are discussing, the exchange of delegations to 
study and implement the effective conduct of lessons on combat and political train- 
ing and to eliminate shortcomings has gone into practice. Once such delegations 
were headed by Guards Major V. Milinevich and Guards Major N. Moskalyuk. With know- 
ledge of the matter, the officers exactingly selected and generalized everything 
that was better in both collectives. At the same time, they also called attention 
to omissions in the training process and pointed out the reasons which caused them. 
The material which was then accumulated and generalized was brought to the attention 
of all company commanders at the next seminar, which contributed to an improvement 
in their working style in raising the quality and effectiveness of combat training 
and the efficacy of socialist competition. 
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The competition of the men of the two regiments for the title of beat specialists is 
a school of military skill and comradely mutual assistance. Driver-mechanics, gun- 
ners, signalmen, scouts, vehicle drivers, and chemiste~dosimetrists took part in a 
recent contest. All personnel followed their struggle with interest. Overall first 
place was won by the Chertkovites, but their competitors did not lose, they borrowed 
from them the most effective work procedures of the best specialists and masters of 
military affairs. 


The large-unit political department and the party committees of the regimental party 
organizations are making a ponderable contribution to the development of the competi- 
tion between the two collectives and to improving its forms and methods. They attain 
ed the personal exemplariness of the communists who set the tone in soldierly rivalry 
and show themselves to be examples of efficiency and persistence in the accomplish- 
ment of socialist obligations. In the Chertkovskiy Regiment, 79 percent and in the 
three-times order-vearing regiment, 71 percent of the CPSU members and candidate 
members are experts of training. In implementing the requirements of the CPSU Cen- 
tral Committee's decree, "On further improvement of ideological and political-indoc- 
trinational work,” the party organizations of the competing regiments are molding an 
active Life's position in the men using all forms of ideological influence. This is 
manifested in the unity of word and deed, devotion to principle, comradely demanding- 


ness, attention to each person, and the healthy moral atmosphere of the two collec- 
tives. 


In helping each other, the activists of the two regiments operate in close contact. 
For example, when the question of propagating the experience of the men who are de- 
stroying the targets with the first round at maximum range vas discussed in the party 
committee of the Chertkovskiy Regiment, a group of communists of the three-times 
order-wearing regiment headed by party committee member Captain V. Akulov also took 
part in it. In turn, they invited the Chertkovites to a session of the party commit- 
tee. Mutual visits of open party and Komsomol meetings, the conduct of joint semi- 
nares of political lesson group leaders and secretaries of party and Komsomol organi- 
zations, and so forth became traditional. 


Thanks to this, contacts between the two collectives are not limited to the sphere of 
combat and political training alone, but encompass all aspects of life. Let us say 
that in the Chertkovskiy Regiment there is a rich museum of combat glory while its 
competitors had only a small corner of the unit's combat path. Borrowing from their 
comrades in arms everything better from the propagandizing of heroic traditions and 
military-patriotic indoctrination, they created a room of combat glory. When every- 
one applied himself to this matter together, premises were found, exhibits vere col- 
lected, and expositions vere prepared. 


The men of both regiments prepared for the review of the collectives of soldier's 
amateur artistic activities with great enthusiasm and diligence. On the request of 
the servicemen and members of their families, the competitors exchanged concerts. 
Acknovledging that amateur artistic activities are better in the three-time order- 
vearing regiment both for repertoire and for performance skill, the Chertkovites 
decided to catch up. In no way do they intend to remain in second place. 


And so, a healthyand active competition for the right to be the best is under way in 
each matter. It is useful to the men of the outstanding regiment (it does not permit 
them to be satisfied with what has already been achieved) and especially to their 








rivals in the competition who are persistently struggling for the title of outetand- 
ing unit. And the large unit as a whole gaina from this mutual enrichment, Its com- 
mand, political department, and staff are striving to propagate the experience of 
well-organized rivalry to other troop collectives. There is a necessity for this 
because, as the commander admits, competition between some of the subunits is pro- 
ceeding without proper purposefulness and return. The large-unit command sees its 
incomplete work here. And the fact that it knows about these omissions and unused 
reserves and capabilities permits us to hope that shortcomings in the organization 
of competition will be eliminated and, in the course of strained summer combat train- 
ing, the personnel of the large unit will accomplish the training plans and programs 
and socialist obligations completely and with high quality and will greet the 26th 


Party Congress with new achievements in training and service and in raising vigilance 
and combat readiness. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh $11", 1980 
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WARTIME OPERATIONS: DEFEAT OF JAPAN IN WORLD WAR II 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 80 signed to press 19 
Aug 80 pp 30-34 


[Article by Col G. Plotnikov, candidate of historical sciences: "The Destruction of 
the Par East Aggressor"; on the anniversary of the unconditional surrender of 
militarist Japan) 


[Text] Thirty five years ago, on 2 September 1945, imperialist Japan signed the act 
of unconditional surrender. This marked the complete cessation of military opera- 
tions in Asia and the end of World War II which had continued for six long years. 
The Soviet Army and Navy made the decisive contribution to the victory over Japan. 


The destruction of fascist Germany and its unconditional surrender brought the long- 
avaited peace to the peoples of Burope. However, World War II continued. Despite 
complete military and political isolation, Nazi Germany's ally, militaristic Japan, 
continued to resist the allied troops, rejecting the Potsdam Declaration which de- 
manded its unconditional surrender. In the interests of restoring peace in the en- 
tire world, it was necessary to eliminate the last center of war in Asia. 


The Soviet Union could not remain aloof of the events which were taking place both 
because of its alliance obligations which it had assumed at the Crimean Conference 
and because our security urgently required it. For the Japanese imperialists had 
implemented an expansionist policy in Asia for many years. In 1918, they occupied 
the Soviet Far East and held sway there for four years. The Soviet people could not 
forget their provocative actions in the area of Lake Khasan and on the Khalkhin-Gol 
River as well as in the period of the Great Patriotic War. The fact that a most 
dangerous center of aggression continued to remain at our Far Eastern border even 
after the destruction of Hitlerite Germany could not be tolerated. 


Considering the situation which had developed, the Soviet government declared on 

8 August 1945 that it considers itself in a state of war with Japan from 9 August. 

In making this decision, the government of the USSR proceeded on the basis that 

“such a Soviet policy is the only means capable of bringing the approach of peace 
closer, freeing peoples from further sacrifices and suffering, and giving the Japa- 
nese people the opportunity to be spared from those dangers and the destruction which 
were suffered by Germany after it rejected unconditional surrender." 


The Soviet troops in the Far East were to conduct military operations in Northeast 
China (Manchuria), Korea, in the southern part of Sakhalin Island, and on the 
Kurile Islands against a strong grouping of Japanese ground forces. 
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The basis of the Japanese ground forces which were located in Manchuria was the 
Guangdong Army. The Japanese command kept three infantry divisions, one infantry 
brigade and one separate infantry and one separate tank regiments on Southern 
Sakhalin and the Kurile Islands. These large unite and unite were part of the 
troops of the 5th Front which was directly subordinate to the Emperor's headquarters. 
Altogether, the Japanese ground forces at the Soviet borders numbered more than 1 
million men, 1,215 tanks, 6,640 guns and mortars, 26 ships, and 1,907 airplanes. 


The Supreme High Command began to prepare the Manchurian strategic operation soon 
after completion of the Crimean Conference. It considered that there were sufficient 
forces available in the Far East for the conduct of an offensive operation in a short 
time. In this connection, in May-June two front headquarters and a considerable nunm- 
ber of troops vere sent to the Far East from the Western theater of operations. The 
regrouping of large forces and quantities of materiel in a relatively short time 
over a distance of 9,000-11,000 kilometers--one of the biggest in history--entailed 
tremendous difficulties. Despite this, it was accomplished successfully. The combat 
strength of the Soviet troops in the Par East was almost doubled. Three fronts were 
created instead of the two fronts and the Maritime Group of Forces which had existed 
here. The Pacific Fleet and the Red Banner Amur Military Flotilla were also called 
upon to participate in the operation. Troops of the Mongolian People's Republic 
also took an active part in the operation. They were operationally subordinate to 
the commander of the Transbaykal Front and were part of a cavalry-mechanized group. 
Direct leadership of the operation was assigned to the High Command of Soviet Troops 
in the Par East which was especially created by the Headquarters, Supreme High Com- 
mand [Hq SHC). Marshal of the Soviet Union A. M. Vasilevskiy was appointed Supreme 
Commander, General I. V. Shikin was appointed member of the military council, and 
General S. P. Ivanov was chief of staff. 


The offensive of our troops began on the night of 9 August. In the morning, Soviet 
aviation launched strong strikes against the most important railroad centers and 
military objectives in the cities of Harbin, Changchun, and Jilin. The Pacific 
Fleet began preparations for amphibious operations, and its air forces and torpedo 
boat forces subjected enemy ships and shore defense installations on the northeastern 
coast of Korea to bombing and shelling. 


On the first day of the attack, greatest successes were attained by troops of the 
Transbaykal Front under the command of Marshal of the Soviet Union R. Ya. Malinovskiy. 
Conducting the attack over semidesert terrain, under conditions of no roads and high 
temperatures, in coordination with the Mongolian People's Liberation Army which at- 
tacked on the right wing, they smashed the resistance of the Japanese troops on all 
directions. Destroying enemy covering forces, the front shock group consisting of 
the 6th Guards Tank Army of General A. G. Kravchenko, the 17th Army of General A. I. 
Danilov, and the 39th Army of General I. I. Lyudnikov rushed forward. The Japanese 
offered most stubborn resistance on the Qigihar direction, which was auxiliary, as 
they tried to hold up the attack of 36th Army of General A. A. Luchinskiy. But 

the Soviet troops overcame the Jalai Nur-Manzhouli fortified area, forced the Argun 
River, and approached Hailar. 


The success of the Transbaykal Front's large units created favorable conditions for 
the initiation of operations by the troops led by the Chinese Communist Party. The 
commander in chief, Chu Teh, signed an 8th Army order on launching a counteroffensive 
beginning 11 August. However, the advance of our troops proved to be so swift that 
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an end was put to the Samurais before they could initiate combat operations. At 
the same time, large unite of the Sth Army under the command of (Chzhao 
Ven'tezin') which had been encircled until then by the Japanese were relieved. 

"We are especially grateful to the Red Army of the Soviet Union,” declared (Chzhao 
Ven'tezin) at that time to the commander of the 17th Army, General A. I. Danilov. 
"We were in an exceptionally difficult situation.... The Red Army saved us from 
destruction...." 


The troops of the lst Far Eastern Front under the command of Marshal of the Soviet 
Union K. A. Meretskov attacked across taiga over roadless terrain. On the night of 
9 August, under conditions of a downpour which began suddenly, the forward detach- 
ments of the large units together with border troops penetrated to the boundaries 
between the fortified areas and destroyed the enemy strong points. On the morning 
of 9 August the front shock group--the lst Red Banner Army of General A. P. 
Beloborodov and the 5th Army of General N. I. Krylov--launched a strike on the 
Harbin direction. Breaking through the zone of border fortifications both armies 
advanced 20 kilometers. The 35th Army of General N. D. Zakhvatayev advanced on the 
front's right wing. On the first day, its troops forced the Ussuri and Sungacha 
Rivers, crossed a swampy region, and advanced 12 kilometers into the depths of Man- 


churia. The 25th Army of General I. M. Chistyakov also operated at a high speed on 
the front's left wing. 


The troops of the 2d Far Eastern Front under the command of General M. A. Purkayev 
also conducted a successful attack on the Sungari and Raohe directions. The 15th 
Army of General S. *. Mamonov forced the Amur River in coordination with the Amur 
Flotilla north of Tongjiang. 


The Soviet troops displayed the greatest courage and valor and smashed the enemy 
boldly and decisively. In battles against the Japanese Samurais the exploit of A. 
Matrosov was repeated by 11 Soviet soldiers among whom were the Red Army Man of the 
98th Separate Machinegun-Artillery Battalion of the 106th Fortified Area, 25th Army, 
G. Ye. Popov, a junior sergeant of the 7th Rifle Company, 567th Rifle Regiment, 
384th Rifle Division, A. Ya. Firsov, a private first class of the 75th Separate 
Machinegun-Artillery Battalion of the 112th Fortified Area, V. S. Kolesnik, and 
others. They were all awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet Union posthumously. 


Despite the tremendous difficulties of the combat situation, party-political work 
was conducted continuously and purposefully. It raised the morale of the men and 
officers and maintained their indomitable spirit. 


The party's Central Committee was concerned in good time about manning the Far East- 
ern fronts with cadres of command and political personnel who were experienced, had 
gone through the severe school of war with fascist Germany, and were comprehensively 
trained. To intensify party-political work among the troops and strengthen the 
political organs in the course of preparing the operation, the Main Political Direc- 
torate sent to the Far East more than 3,000 political officers who had substantial 
experience in the active army in the years of the Great Patriotic War. 


In implementing the instructions of the party's Central Committee, the military coun- 
cils of fronts and armies and commanders, political organs, and party organizations 
of large units and units widely explained the military-political situation in the 
Far East, the international liberation mission of the Soviet Armed Forces, the es- 
sence of the Japanese militarists' actions against our motherland, and the content 
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of the Soviet Government's declaration denouncing the neutrality pact with Japan. 
They popularized the heroic exploits of Soviet soldiers and propagandized the 
traditions of the Far East servicemen who participated in the Civil War and the 
battles at Khasan and on the Khalkhin-Gol. 


While still in the period of preparation for combat operations, the party and Kom- 
somol organizations were strengthened and their role in the combat and political in- 
doctrination of the men was raised. In the Transbaykal Front alone from May through 
August the number of communists increased by almost 67,000. During the time of pre- 
parations for battles (May-July), among the troops of the Transbaykal and Far East- 
ern Fronts 28,000 men were accepted into the party. The party organization grew 
especially intensively immediately before the start of combat operations. During 
July alone, in the Transbaykal Front 2,039 men were accepted as members of the 
VKP(b) [All-Union Communist Party (of Bolsheviks)] while 1,195 men were accepted as 
candidate members, that is, approximately a third more than in June. In August, 
24,596 applications were submitted by the men with the request that they be accepted 
into the ranks of the party in the Transbaykal and lst and 2d Far Eastern Fronts. 


The Main Political Directorate constantly turned its attention to seeing that party- 
political work on maintaining a high offensive spirit bore an effective character. 
And that is how it was. Men and commanders strained to be in action, nothing could 
stop them. 


Smashing stubborn enemy resistance on all directions, by 14 August the troops of the 
Transbaykal Front had advanced deep into Manchuria to a distance of 250-400 kilo- 
meters. As a result, the Japanese command lost communications with the troops and 
their control was disrupted. All attempts which they undertook to hold our offen- 
sive back suffered failure. 


At the same time, the troops of the lst Far Eastern Front broke through the enemy 
fortified areas in the Maritime Territory and advanced 120-150 kilometers, and then 
they initiated an engagement for the large city and communications center-- 
Mudanjiang. To prevent the breakthrough of the Soviet troops to the central regions 
of Manchuria--to Harbin and Jilin--the Japanese command concentrated big forces here. 
The battle for Mudanjiang assumed a protracted rature. In order to accelerate the 
troops' advance to the Changchun area to link up with the troops of the Transbaykal 
Front, the commander of the lst Far Eastern Front decided to bypass the Mudanjiang 
center of resistance. Large units of the X Mechanized Corps under the command of 
General I. D. Vasil'yev were committed for this. The corps began the swift develop- 
ment of an attack in the direction of Wangqing-Jilin in the zone of action of our 


25th Army. 


The swift attack of the Soviet troops caused confusion in the Japanese ruling circles 
and, in a feverish atmosphere, they began to discuss the question of accepting the 
conditions of the Potsdam Declaration. The Japanese authors of the many-volume 
“History of the War in the Pacific” point out that the USSR's entry in the war 
against Japan "was a stunning blow for the leaders of the Japanese government...even 
with the appearance of the atomic bomb state policy which was determined by the High 
Council for Direction of the War did not undergo any changes.... But the entry of 
the Soviet Union into the war dispelled all hopes of prolonging the war. Only now 
..-did the firm intention to stop the war appear." Nevertheless, the army and navy 
received the order: "...to conduct a stubborn defense in areas actually occupied by 
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troops and to prepare large-scale operations which would be conducted in accordance 
with the plan of Supreme Headquarters." 


In accomplishing their assigned missions, by the end of 19 August the troops of the 
Transbaykal Front reached the line Chifeng, Shenyang, Changchun, Qigihar. 


The troops of the lst Far Eastern Front continued to develop the attack on all di- 
rections. On 16 August, theybroke through a heavily fortified position northeast of 
Mudanjiang, forced the river with the same name, and completely captured the city of 
Mudanjiang. In the battle for the city, special courage was displayed by the tankers 
of the 77th Tank Brigade. A glorious exploit was accomplished by a soldier of the 
brigade, driver-mechanic and Komsomol member Antonenko. In the course of the 

attack, and the only one of the crew left alive, he continued to fight in enemy en- 
circlement and held out until the approach of friendly troops. 


The front's main body rushed toward Harbin and Jilin to meet the troops of the Trans- 
baykal Front 4nd close the ring encircling the Guangdong Army. 


As a result of successful operations during the period from 15 through 19 August, 
the troops of the 2d Far Eastern Front inflicted serious defeat on the opposing for- 
ces--the 4th Separate and part of the forces of the Sth Japanese Armies. At the 
same time, large units of the front in cooperation with ships and naval infantry of 
the Pacific Fleet executed the offensive Southern Sakhalin and Kurile amphibious 
operation. 





Thus, thanks to the skillful and decisive actions of the Soviet troops enemy resis- 
tance was smashed everywhere. Seeing the uselessness of further struggle, the com- 
mander of the Guangdong Army, General 0. Yamada, turned to Marshal A. M. Vasilevskiy 
with the proposal to stop military operations. Simultaneously, the headquarters of 
the Guangdong Army transmitted a similar order by radio to its troops. On 19 August, 
on a large portion of the territory of Manchuria and in North Korea battles stopped 
and tens of thousands of Japanese Samurais surrendered. In order to speed up the 
disarmament and taking the surrendered troops prisoner as well as to prevent the 
possibility of destruction of industrial enterprises and other important installa- 
tions and prevent the carrying away of material valuables, airborne and naval 
assault forces were landed in a number of big cities and naval bases of Northeast 
China and North Korea. 


On 20 August, the troops of the three fronts joined in the center of Manchuria and 
captured the big cities and administrative and industrial centers--Harbin, Jilin, 
Changchun, and Shenyang where, on the eve of the operation, airborne assault forces 
had been landed. Seamen of the Amur Flotilla captured all the ships of the enemy 
Sungari Flotilla in the area of Harbin. 


The disarmament and reception of the main mass of surrendered enemy troops were com- 
pletely finished in the last days of August. The enemy lost more than 677,000 sol- 

diers and officers, of them about 84,000 killed. Soviet troops captured 686 tanks, 

861 airplanes, 1,836 guns, and other captured equipment. 


The motherland valued highly the soldierly exploits of the Soviet men. All partici- 
pants in the war with Japan were awarded a specially instituted medal, "For Victory 
Over Japan." More than 308,000 soldiers, commanders, and political officers who 
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had distinguished themeelves in battles were awarded orders and medals. More than 
300 large unite, units, and ships were awarded orders. 


The utter defeat of the large force of Japanese troops on the continent--the Guangdong 
Army -- (and not the American atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki)forced imperi- 
alist Japan to refrain from continuing the war and accept unconditional surrender. 

As regards the employment of the atomic bombs, they were dropped vithout any military 
necessity. This barbarous act, as a result of which hundreds of thousands of peace- 
ful residents were destroyed, had the goal of demonstrating the power of the United 
States and exerting pressure on the USSR in the solution of postwar problems. But 

in vain! 


Inner Mongolia, Northeast China (Manchuria), and North Korea were liberated as a 
result of the successful offensive operations of the Soviet troops. The southern 
part of Sakhalin Island and the Kurile Islands were returned to the Soviet mother- 
land. The USSR received free exit to the Pacific Ocean. Such splendid results were 
attained in the course of one, in the true meaning of the word, lightning operation 
which lasted for only 24 days. But as regards its scale and its final results, it 
occupies one of the most important places among the campaigns of World War II. 


The victory won by the Soviet Armed Forces in the Far East is one more brilliant evi- 
dence of the might of our social and state system, of the great organizational and 
leading role of the Communist Party, of the triumph of Soviet military art, and of 
the increased talent of the outstanding Soviet military leaders and commanders who 
had accumulated tremendous experience in smashing the big forces of German-fascist 
troops in the years of the Great Patriotic War. 


The defeat of Japanese imperialism had permanent world historic importance. The 
last center of World War II, which had been fanned by Japanese militarism,was extin- 
guished. Our people and their Armed Forces accomplished their international mission 
in a worthy manner. As a result of the Soviet troops’ victory in the Far East, 
favorable conditions were created for the rise of the national-liberation movement 
in the countries of Asia. Thanks to the assistance of the USSR, the struggle of the 
Chinese people ended with the creation of the People's Republic of China. The 
Korean People's Democratic Republic emerged in the northern part of Korea. The demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam was formed and India, Indonesia. and Burma became inde- 
pendent. 


World War II ended with results unforeseen for the imperialists. The forces of im- 
perialism and reaction were weakened. Socialism emerged beyond the framework of one 
country and the world system of socialist states was formed. However, in the post- 
war years the American imperialists together with reactionary circles of Japan and 
the Chinese hegemonists, obviously forgetting the lessons and results of World War 
II, are undertaking steps which are directed toward the open rebirth of Japanese 
militarism and toward the conscious aggravation of the situation in the Far East and 
in Southeast Asia. 


The imperialist forces, leaders of the aggressive NATO military bloc, and first of 
all the United States, are striving to play with the "map of China.” Drawing closer 
and closer to the Beijing hegemonists, they are willingly opening their arsenals to 
them and encouraging them to reckless actions against the peoples of Indochina and 
Afghanistan. The partnership of world imperialism and Chinese hegomonism is growing 
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stronger and leading to the creation of a new Washington-Tokyo-Beijing aggressive 
axis. This military alliance is directed primarily against the Soviet Union and 
other socialist states and represents a serious threat to peace in this region and 
in the entire world. 


It is with justified optimism that the Communist Party and the Soviet state together 
with the fraternal parties and countries of the socialist commonwealth are waging 4 
struggle to preserve peace and ensure international security. A brilliant example 
of this were the recent talks of the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee 
and Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, 
with the president of France, V. Giscar d'Estaing, in Warsaw and with the Federal 
Chancellor of the FRG, H. Schmidt, in Moscow. "In the future, too, we will spare no 
strength," declared Leonid Il'ich Brezhnev at the June (1980) plenum of the party's 
Central Committee, "to maintain detente and everything good which the 1970's gave 
us, to achieve a turn toward disarmament, to support the right of peoples for free 
and independent development, to preserve and strengthen peece.... 


"Peace is & permanent value for mankind. V. I. Lenin raised the banner of peace 
and collaboration between peoples. We will be true to this banner." 


The results of World War II are a formidable warning to the imperialist aggressors, 
a severe and unforgettable lesson. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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PARTY-POLITICAL WORK: INSTRUCTOR DUTIES DISCUSSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 80 signed to press 19 
Aug 80 pp 39-46 


[Article by Lt Gen V. Mitropov, first deputy chief of political directorate, Strate- 
gic Rocket Forces: "Post--Instructor"] 


[Text] In one of the political departments recently, I had the occasion to meet and 
talk with the senior instructor who, a year ago, I wished bon voyage when he was 
appointed to this post. To the question whether the officer often visits the party 
organizations of the units and subunits, my conversation partner answered: "You 
know, for the present I'm not always able to, I was jammed with scribbling and cur- 
rent work. I meet with the secretaries primarily on seminars." 


. To tell the truth, this conversation alerted me. For the very word “instructor” is 
from "to instruct.” But if the instructor stays in the office without going out, 
then how can he accomplish his basic functions, his party duty? 


It is especially necessary to ponder over this and much more which pertains directly 
to the style of our work now, when the party is moving to greet the 26th Congress, 
when new, important tasks which follow from the decisions of the June (1980) plenum 
of the CPSU Central Committee await their turn, and the skill of our personnel and 
the level of their organizational and political work are to be raised even higher. 


Practice and our own experience convince us daily that the tasks for a further im- 
provement of the quality and increasing the effectiveness of the training process 
and strengthening combat readiness can be accomplished successfully only under the 
condition of affirming the Lenin style of party leadership which, as was indicated 
at the 25th CPSU Congress, resists any manifestations of bureaucratism and formalism. 
But it is hardly necessary to prove that there is no more effective method of leader- 
ship than the business-like, serious instruction of party organs and individual 
personnel. For to instruct means to tell specifically what should be done and how, 
why it must be done, by what time various work must be accomplished, and why this 
time must be adhered to. Instruction has the goal of equipping party workers with 
an understanding of the tasks and the means for their best accomplishment. 


Concern for the constant improvement of instruction is an indispensable condition 
for a further rise in the level and effectiveness of all party-political work. In 
this article, I should like to talk about the senior instructor of the political de- 
partment for organizational and party work to whose lot falls, as is correctly 
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considered, the lion's share of what is understood by lively, constant instruction 
of the party activists. The requirements on this element of the apparatus are grow- 
ing. A responsible party worker, acknowledged organizer, genuine teacher of the ac- 
tivists--this is how we all imagine the instructor. We see the necessity to help him 
constantly and objectively in the performance of these functions. 


The attention of the senior instructor is riveted first of all to the activity of 
the party organizations in such most important directions as increasing combat readi- 
ness, the quality of combat and political training, and the effectiveness of social- 
ist competition, and strengthening military discipline. He approaches all this first 
of all from the position of maximum use of the party organization's capabilities and 
raising its role in the accomplishment of the missions facing the unit and subunit. 


The senior instructor spends much time in the party organizations. As a rule, his 
work day begins here. He lives in the thick of party life not by word but by deed, 
studies it deeply, knows where the party activists need what assistance, and gives 
them help. 


Let us take as an example the senior instructor, officer V. Zhuravlev. Receiving an 
assignment from the chief of the political department, he is able to plan his day 
correctly and accomplish what has been planned. The officer strives to reduce to 
the minimum the time when he is within the walls of the political department. At 
the same time, his work is also characterized by a reasonable approach to so-called 
current matters and to the execution of various documents without which he cannot get 


by. 





Zhuravlev prepares thoroughly for each trip, studies the appropriate documents and 
party decisions, and becomes acquainted with the information already received by 
the political organ. All this permits him to operate on the spot purposefully. Re- 
cently, for example, the officer worked in the N-th unit. Delving deeply into the 
matter of the party collective, he came to the conclusion that the party committee 
in essence remains aloof from the organization of the competition, is not much oc- 
cipied with its analysis and the generalization of leading experience, and does not 
practice hearing the reports of the communists--subunit commanders, their deputies 
for political affairs, and secretaries of party and Komsomol organizations on these 
questions. Some party members and candidates and Komsomols themselves are not ex- 
amples in combat training and do not feel genuine responsibility for their service 
and matters. The indoctrinational role of competition is still low. Considering 
this, Zhuravlev advised the party committee at its meeting to speak in essence about 
the abnormal situation which had been created. And he advised the Komsomol organi- 
zation to conduct a meeting on the subject, "You assumed an obligation--accomplish 
it.” 


The senior instructor helped the party and Komsomol activists to conduct everything 
that they had planned. His talks with the unit commander—with the speaker at the 
session of the party committee, and advice based on a deep knowledge of the state of 
affairs in other units permitted the officer to prepare a sharp and self-critical re- 
port. The senior instructor also took part in the preparation of the Komsomol meet- 
ing. In this regard, in both cases he did not substitute for the people, but with 
the entire course of the talks with them he brought them to one thought or another 
or to one action or another. The officer of the political department understood: 

one cannot assume everything and accustom the lower activists to dependence and to 
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waiting for "prescriptions" for all cases in life. He developed the initiative and 
independence of the communists, taught them the ability to organize their work in- 
dependently, correctly, and specifically and, if the necessity arose, they willingly 
came to assist. 


The senior instructor is obliged to his comrades in the political department and to 
its chief for his authority and good name. Here he himself receives a detailed 
briefing and the sensible advice of his comrades prior to travelling out to the unit 
or subunit, and he answers to all for what he did on temporary duty. Returning from 
it, as his first duty Zhuravlev reports to his chief in the most detailed manner on 
what was done or, on his instructions, also to all officers of the political depart- 
ment. Here he begins with a fact and ends with a fact and is able to analyze the 
work in the localities, evaluate it correctly, draw the needed conclusions, and be 
ready not only to report, but also to suggest. To suggest how to improve the state 
of affairs in the unit where he is located and with what means of party work. 


One of the basic types of work of the officer of the political department's apparat- 
us is instructing the activists locally, especially on questions of intraparty work. 
The instructor teaches the secretaries to organize it purposefully and in strict 
conformance with the Lenin norms of party life, the requirements of the CPSU Regula- 
tion, and the Instructions to CPSU Organizations in the Soviet Armed Forces. The 
importance of such work is indicated by the fact that ina number of our troop 

units about 30 percent of the secretaries of the primary and 40 percent of the sub- 
unit organizations have longevity in party work of no more than one year. Of course, 
many new comrades are coming to leadership after the regular reports and elections 
of party organs. 


It is not only the senior instructor who is called upon to instruct the activists 
locally, but also all officers of the political department and the political officers 
of the units. For example, often arriving at the political organ where the senior 
instructor for organizational and party work is officer V. Osin'kin, you will find 
far from all officers at the locality. Many of them are travelling, in the units and 
subunits. And this is not coincidence, this is the work style of the political de- 
partment. An unwritten rule has been established here: if the senior instructor 

or other member of the political department arrived at a unit or subunit, then party- 
political work there should become more interesting and measures should be conducted 
with high quality and on a good professional level. If this does not occur, it means 
that the comrade from above did not enrich the party organization with anything and 
did not give it the necessary assistance. The effectiveness of the senior instruc- 
tor's work is measured not by the number of trips, but by the skillful, profound 
study of questions and by those efforts which he applied to eliminate shortcomings 
which have been disclosed. 


Some time ago, V. Osin'kin worked in the party organization where the secretary of 
the party bureau is officer V. Chernik. At first glance, everything was well here and 
life in the organization took its normal course. A party meeting took place concern- 
ing the examples of the communists in the mastery of combat equipment and there were 
two sessions of the party bureau which discussed raising the role of party members 
and candidate members in accomplishing some other tasks. In particular, reports of 
several communists were heard on questions of improving living conditions. Despite 
work which would appear to be strained, there were many serious shortcomings in the 
solution of these questions. It was necessary to delve deeper into the content of 
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party work and to analyze the forms and methods for its conduct. And here it was 
learned that much of what was conducted here took place formally. Thus, the meet~ 
ing's decision contained absolutely no recommendations directed toward the elimina- 
tion of shortcomings. Discussions of communists' reports were prepared without a 
thorough study of the state of affairs on the sector which had been assigned to them. 
The CPSU members themselves spoke more about the deeds of their subordinates than 

of their own deeds. Naturally, such an approach both to the generation of decisions 
and to the hearing of comrades' reports was not able to provide the desired 
results. 


In talking things over with the chief of the political department, the senior in- 
structor did not limit himself to oral recommendations. He helped the party ac- 
tivists to conduct a session of the party bureau at which the report of a rear 
services officer, communist V. Skoba, was heard. First, Osin'kin together with one 
of the CPSU members who had been detailed by the party bureau made a deep study of 
officer Skoba's work, of its plusses and minuses, and they spoke with the communists 
of the rear services. As a result, both the senior instructor and the member of the 
party bureau had a clear impression of what was good in V. Skoba'a activity and what 
needs improvement. The session of the bureau proceeded in a business-like manner, 
interestingly, and with value for the communists as well as for the collective party 
organ. 





Returning to the political department, V. Osin'kin recommended that at the forthcom- 
ing seminar with the secretaries of the party organizations he speak about the prac- 
tice of hearing communists’ reports and give a report to them. His suggestion was 
adopted. The activists heard the speech of the senior instructor with great inter- 
est. The discussion of the party organizations’ role in increasing the socio- 
political activity of the communists at the seminar evoked a great response. The 
posing of this question was not by chance. Working in a number of party collectives, 
Osin'kin called attention to the fact that "organic" orators speak at the meetings 
at times, and really, some are active in social life while othersSremain aloof from 
common matters. Ina talk with people it was learned that this does not disturb 
the party elective organs much. Under such conditions, it was difficult to expect 
high socio-political activity of all communists. 


After the senior instructor's report, the chief of the political department recom- 
mended the study of this question in a number of party organizations and bringing 
it up for the discussion of the secretaries. Thus, thanks to deep penetration into 
the essence of the matter and to a critical approach to the question being studied, 
measures were discussed on the seminar which were directed toward raising the socio- 
political activity of the CPSU members and candidates in all party organizations. 


Success in the work of the party collectives is determined in many respects by their 
activists. Considering this, the political organs together with the party commit- 
tees and party bureau improve their selection, assignment, training, and indoctrina- 
tion. The role of the instructors is also great in such a matter. Closely linked 
with the party organizations, they study the activists at practical work and help 
them to improve organizational skills, increase ideological-theoretical tempering, 
and master the art of convincing people. In accordance with established practice, 
the political organs of large units regularly conduct seminars with the secretaries 
of party organizations. The instructors do much in the preparation and conduct of 
seminars. They talk with the activists, assist them in preparing for presentations, 
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and then advise them how better to employ in practice the recommendations expressed 
by the attendees. 


Let us say directly that the quality of the seminars is not always the same. Thus 
the seminar, "Forms and methods in the work of party organizations which is directed 
toward raising the official and socio-political activity of the communists in light 
of the aims of the 25th CPSU Congress," which was conducted by one of the political 
departments caused dissatisfaction among those present. The reason was primarily 
that the speaker was unable to concentrate the attention of the students on the 
main, long-range questions of the party organizations’ life. Analysis was often re- 
placed by the listing of bare facts and information. The presentations of many 
secretaries also sinned with an abundance of figures on the various measures which 
had been conducted. Little was said about the main thing—how the party organization 
affected the service, training, and public activity of the communists, what the 
degree of its influence is on the state of affairs in the collective, and what are 
the main springs of party work. Naturally, after such speeches it was difficult to 
wait for well-grounded conclusions, specific suggestions, and recommendations for 
the future. To the honor of the political section, it should be said that its per- 
sonnel evaluated the seminar self-critically, considered shortcomings, and discussed 
and outlined ways to improve the training of the secretaries. The senior instructor 
for party organizational work, one of those who prepared the seminar, also drew the 
necessary conclusions for himself. 


For the instruction to be specific and to be conducted in combination with organiza- 
tional work, the entire group of party activists and, primarily, the communists- 
leaders, must be engaged in it. They are required to say what is the main element 
which ensures the accomplishment of assigned tasks for one troop collective or an- 
other or for one party organization or another and how work should be organized best 
of all. Especially intolerable now is a situation where even some party personnel 
believe that instruction is the task of the instructor, and not of the supervisory 
personnel and that therefore, they say, they need not delve into the details of the 
matter. Lively leadership and instruction are the duty primarily of the leaders of 
the party organs and of other communists-leaders. This, for example, is how the 
chief of the political department of the N-th large unit understands his task. Both 
he and the instructor on party organizational work are concerned that the commander, 
chief of staff, and other communists who are leaders of the large unit appear regu- 
larly before the party activists. For example, they all took part in the work of a 
three-day seminar of party organization secretaries on ways for further improvement 
in the work of party organizations and on ways for raising their role in the high- 
quality accomplishment of tasks in combat and political training in the second half 
year and mobilizing the communists and all personnel for a worthy greeting for the 
26th CPSU Congress. The activists listened to the speech of the commander, the 
chief of the political department, and other leading comrades with interest. 


A prominent place in the activity of the political department's officers and, pri- 
marily of the senior instructors for party organizational work, is occupied by the 
monitoring and checking of execution. The 25th CPSU Congress stressed that the 
monitoring and checking of execution of the decisions which have been adopted is the 
most important part of organizational work. It is a matter for each party, soviet, 
and economic leader, foreach party, organ, and for each primary party organization. 
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What is the main content of a check? It is organizing the execution of the decision 
which has been adopted and the implementation of what has been planned. There can 
be no counting on success without constant self-monitoring and without a thoughtful 
self-analysis and a critical attitude toward the methods and results of activity. 

In this regard, of importance in the course of a check is not only the disclosure of 
shortcomings, but also achieving their elimination. 


Signals to the effect that a drop in the training of the combat sections had begun 

to show in an outstanding unit and that the communists’ attention to this important 
work sector had weakened reached one of the political departments. The chief of the 
political department assigned the senior instructor together with staff officers who 
travelled out to the unit to look into the matter there. Work on the spot showed 
that questions of stability in the training of the sections are discussed regularly 
at sessions of the party committee and meetings of communists and good decisions are 
adopted. However, much of what was planned remained on paper for the simple reason 
that no one monitored the accomplishment of the decisions. Having looked into the 
reasons for the communists’ omissions, the instructor spoke at a session of the party 
committee. He directed the attention of the comrades first of all to the weakness in 
establishing a check of execution and noted that some communists have an indifferent 
attitude and do not react to individual breakdowns in combat training. In the de- 
cision which had been adopted, the party committee outlined ways to improve the check 
of execution. However, the representative of the political department did not limit 
himself to speaking at the session of the party committee but helped the party ac- 
tivists to set up the monitoring of what had been planned for accomplishment. After 
a while, thanks to intensification of party influence on the training of people in 
the combat sections, the matter was corrected. 


In preparing for the forthcoming election campaign in the party organs, the political 
department in‘ ensified attention to the development of criticism and self-criticism 
in party organizations, its objectivity, and sharpness. For example, an officer who 
often was on an assignment of the chief of the political section in the party organi- 
zation of the headquarters of one of the units, being present here at the meetings, 
noted: there is absolutely no criticism in the presentations of many comrades and 

if someone, as they say, rages, the “arrows” are virtually not directed at anyone and 
criticism of those specifically guilty of shortcomings is only contained in the pre- 
sentation of a few comrades. The same situation concerning the content of criticism 
was also found in several other party organizations. The senior instructor not only 
reported about all this to the chief of the political department, but he also recom- 
mended that a conference of secretaries of party organizations discuss the work of 
party committees and the party bureau on the communists' accomplishment of the re- 
quirements of the 25th CPSU Congress for criticism and self-criticism, its content, 
and nature and remind those who had assembled of the provisions of the CPSU Regula- 
tion and the Instructions to CPSU Organizations in the Soviet Armed Forces that 
criticism should disclose omissions in the work methods of specific persons. The 
chief of the political department approved the proposal. The conference took the 
form of a frank and exacting party talk. Lectures given in this party collective by 
comrades from the political department on the subjects "The 25th CPSU Congress on 
criticism and self-criticism” and “Adherence to principle--an integral feature of 
communism” also played their role. 


The most varied information constantly reaches the political organs: personal obser- 
vations of political department personnel, officers of the large-unit headquarters, 





and party activists, data on the nature and content of meetings conducted, and other 
materials. It is clear how important it is to analyze this information systemati- 
cally and draw the necessary conclusions from it. As is known, the collection, pro- 
cessing, systematization, and generalization of information is undertaken by the en- 
tire apparatus of the political department but the senior instructors on party or- 
ganizational work are called upon to play a special role here. In order to have ob- 
Jective and reljable information on the state of affairs in the units and subunite, 
the instructor maintains close ties with commanders, political officers, and party 
and Komsomol activists, visits meetings and sessions of committees and bureaus and 
lessons on combat and political training, studies the materials of checks conducted 
by staffs, services, and organs of people's control, and looks into letters and com- 
plaints of servicemen and members of their families. The senior instructor constantly 
sharpens his ability to select facts and phenomena from the entire flow of informa- 
tion which are typical and important for a given unit and subunit, to see trends 
which have begun to show behind them, to draw the necessary conclusions, and to work 
out practical suggestions. 


One of the most important tasks assigned to the senior instructor is analytical work. 
It presumes, first of all, an analysis of the effectiveness of the methods employed 
for a political approach to the accomplishment of tasks for combat readiness. Here, 
the officer of the political department devotes special attention to questions of en- 
suring the leading role of the communists and Komsomols in service, training, and 
discipline and strengthening party influence on all aspects of the life and activity 
of the military collective. 


Of course, the instructor must work primarily with the secretary of the primary party 
organization. But he will never form a correct impression of this secretary for 
himself and he will not be able to give him real assistance if he ignores the com- 
munists. The following division does not withstand criticism: the instructor 
works with the secretary, and the secretary--with the party organization. For it is 
clear that many of our shortcomings result from the fact that we do not reach the 
party organization of the subunit or the party group. It is not enough to teach the 
secretaries to work with party groups; it is important to show them how this should 
be done. Visiting the subunits, personnel of the Missile Yorces' political director- 
ate were convinced that some party committees and party bureaus, absorbed with cur- 
rent problems, at times do not display real interest in the life of the lower party 
collectives. In order to correct such a situation the personnel of the political di- 
rectorate and instructors of the political organs themselves began to reach the party 
activists of the subunits and the ordinary communists more often and to talk with 
them, in which regard not on a crash basis but thoroughly, in the course of daily 
work. Such an example proved to be very effective: all instructor personnel of the 
political organs began to reorganize their work. 


Recently, instructors are often reproached because "they were unable to approach the 
matter creatively” and "did not set their course for creativity." Some instructor 
does not leave the problem unanswered and immediately promises to reform and work 
creatively. It is all very simple; it is as if all he has to do is send a telephone 
message to the unit. But what is such creativity in the instructor's activity? 
Creativity is not simply to work without considering time. One can "spin" from 
reveille to recall and be an artisan in his business. Creativity begins when a per- 
son gets the desire to think, interpret what is occurring, explain the reasons for 
disruptions, and delve into the deep-seated processes of military life. 
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Well, let us assume that there are many shortcomings in the work of a party organi- 
zation. What is the matter--—is the secretary weak? Are his assistants-—the members 
of the party bureau or party committee--without initiative? Wasn't such-and-such or 
such-and-such question discussed? These are already reasons, but they lie on the 
surface. One has only to speak with one or two communists and look at the minutes. 
And the instructors often follow this path when they arrive at the unit. Skimming 
the cream, as they say, they do not learn why the milk is sour and do not notice 
the phenomenon. Only by looking closely at the collective and at those conditions 
under which it works, understanding the special features of its development and its 
microclimate, and trying to find not only direct ties, but also indirect, complex 
ties between the state of affairs and the indoctrinational process can the instruc- 
tor disclose the essence of the shortcomings and their causes. 


To be among people, to be able to listen to them and, in turn, to place new problems 
before them, to search boldly for answers to the most difficult problems, to in- 
fluence life--this is the sign of a creative worker. And the criterion of the in- 
structor's activity lies in the determination of how he succeeds in influencing 
people who can transmit this influence farther, adding to it repeatedly. A person 
cannot be forced to work creatively; this can be taught and for this one can and 
must create the appropriate conditions. 


A further rise in the quality and effectiveness of party-political work requires that 
the instructor of the political department constantly improve his professional skill. 
It is made up of many factors. Its foundation consists of ideological-theoretical 
training, profound military and political knowledge, and the ability to improve it 
systematically. Timely now as never before are the words of V. I. Lenin who pointed 
out that to accomplish control and leadership, one must know the matter and that for 
successful work one must be competent, one must know all production conditions com- 
pletely and precisely, one must know the equipment of this production at its contem- 
porary level, and one should have a certain scientific education. 


Anharmonious system of professional training for political officers has now been 
formed in the political organs of the Rocket Troops. Senior instructors raise their 
professional level in the course of political training as well as by persistent 
independent training and in the course of seminars and briefings. 


The political directorate is also devoting unremitting attention to the selection, 
training, and indoctrination of instructors. The department of party organizational 
work and the personnel department see that the political organs select and appoint 
to the posts the most experienced comrades, as a rule from among the secretaries of 
unit party committees who have worked several election periods as well as from among 
the best deputy subunit commanders for political affairs. 


Prior to assignment to a post, we try to send these comrades to courses with the 
higher military-—political educational institutions or to special courses. In the 
course of work in the political organs, the political directorate systematically 
studies the activity of the senior instructors. It generalizes their work practice 
and makes the favorable experience the property of the entire party political ap- 
paratus. The study and generalization of the experience which we are discussing is 
accomplished on problems of party organizational work and by stages and tasks being 
accomplished by the troops, political organs, and party and Komsomol organizations. 











But what has been said does not mean that our instruction is well organized every- 
where. We ask: do the trips of the political personne] justify themselves in all 
cases and bring the benefits which qualified instruction should provide? Unfor- 
tunately not yet. And the instructors’ work is not always planned skillfully. At 
times, they are pulled about on any question and are not given the opportunity to 
concentrate on one, assigned matter. Many instructors do not have an inherent 

sense of what is new, thanks to which they would be the first to note the appearance 


of shoots of what is new and would be concerned about supporting this new thing and 
raising it lovingly. 


Accomplishment of the requirements of the 25th CPSU Congress and the decree of the 
CPSU Central Committee, "On further improvement of ideological and political- 
indoctrinational work,” is having a beneficial influence on the improvement of the 
activity of the political organs and party organizations. The matter is that hence- 
forth, too, its level should be raised daily, the role of the instructor personnel 
in this should be raised, and the men should be mobilized by all means of party work 


for the irreproachable performance of their duty and a worthy greeting for the 26th 
Congress of the Communist Party. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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NAVAL FORCES: LONG-CRUISE POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 80 signed to press 19 
Aug 80 pp 53-58. 


[Article by Capt lst Rank M. Mayenkov: "Nothing Dearer than Land") 


[Text] On a long cruise when you wait with special impatience to greet the native 
land and friends left on shore, feelings become strained and much of what formerly 
seemed to be quite commonplace and customary is seen ina different light and a 
great requirement arises to analyze and compare facts and events and to change one's 
attitude toward them. Considering this psychological attitude of the crew members, 
the commander, political officer, and members of the bureaus of the party and Kom- 
somol organizations decided to recommend to the seamen and petty officers that in 
their leisure hours they write unique compositions in which each one would candidly 
express his thoughts about the motherland, about his military duty, and about his 
attitude toward the assigned matter. The seamen greeted the suggestion with 
interest. On following days, one could often see in the crew's quarters a seaman or 
petty officer bending over a sheet of paper who is considering each word in a concen- 
trated manner before vriting it down. 


Somewhat later, I had the occasion to become familiar with some of these composi- 
tions. Clarity of thoughts which reflect the characters of the authors, a special 
emotional quality in expressing feelings, the proximity of the reflections to the 
real situation in which the people found themselves for a long time--this is their 
distinguishing feature. 


In reading the compositions of the seamen and petty officers of the ship, it is as 

if you are delving into their spiritual world and are learning with what they are 
living, about what they are thinking and dreaming, and how they regard the matter 
assigned to them. It would be as if you go from man to man, from fate to fate, and 
you see not only the present young generation alone, but also those preceding it and 
the beautiful destiny of the motherland. Isn't the generalization too great? Aren't 
the words very lofty? No! Both the generalizations and the loftiness without which 
one cannot speak of his motherland whose history, if it is observed narrowly and 
fixedly, also consists of the fates of millions of people and is impelled by their 
labor, dreams, and aspirations--these are the essence of 411 the compositions and 
their basic line. The ship's political officer named the men's compositions the con- 
fession of young hearts. And this is so to a certain degree. But it is not simply a 
confession, it is reflections on the sources of the most beautiful of feelings--of 
love for one's fatherland, of devotion to it, of duty to it--irredeemable and eterml. 

















"'A person's dearest thing is life'+-I have remembered these words of N, Ostrovskiy 
since childhood," wrote Petty Officer lst Class V. Vorob'yev in his composition. 
"But life and the motherland are a single whole. I am convinced that there is 

not and cannot bea genuine life without the motherland, without the deepest and all- 
conquering love for her. Motherland! It is a large, exciting, capacious word! 

When it is uttered, what is probably in mind is something very special and great. 
This word can often be heard on a ship during a cruise when we miss the land greatly. 
When I hear it, for some reason I see (just as that girl from the play ‘Russian 
People'--remember?) my small house on the bank of the nameless stream, two white 
willows at the window, and the fragrant haycocks on the boundless meadows, and I 
hear the songs of the skylark and the chirring of the grasshoppers. This is all in 
me, it is forever. It is a particle of that which I have been entrusted to defend 
as the apple of my eye, and for which I am ready to endure any tests." 


For one person, the motherland begins with the small house on the bank of a nameless 
stream, with the fragrant haycocks, for another—vwith a plant courtyard which led 
him to the people, for a third--with a small obelisk on a nameless hill--with what 
was stored in each one's heart since childhood and remained there forever. For each 
one the motherland begins with something his own, very personal, but it continues 

in a love for everything which surrounds them which is equally tremendous for all 
and cannot be compared with anything. It begins with what they come in contact daily 
and hourly, with what became their past, present, and future, and for what Soviet 
people fought and gave their lives during the severe years of tests. Probably, for 
this reason each composition was imbued from the first to the last word with the 
impassioned assertion that the motherland is our great multinational people, the 
wealth created by their hand; it is everything without which there is not only no 
happiness, but even life itself and with the assertion that to love the fatherland 
means doing everything so that it flourishes. 


"Many of us are on a long ocean voyage for the first time. Is it difficult for us? 
I'll not conceal it: very difficult. Watches, alerts, exercises, an unaccustomed 
situation--all this is exhausting. But we are enduring it all, are overcoming all, 
because we know that the motherland sent us here, we are protecting its peace...." 


These lines are from the composition of a young seaman, S. Volodin. How they have 
something in common with other lines written by the hand of a seaman just as young! 
"I, the son of the motherland and a ward of a working people, pledge to defend our 
native fortress of the Black Sea--the city of Sevastopol'--bravely and to use my 
weapon to my fullest ability. I will destroy as many enemies as possible and will 
give my life as dearly as possible." He, Seaman V. Azarov, fulfilled the pledge 
which he had written during the most difficult days of the defense of Sevastopol’, 
died heroically, destroying many dozens of fascists. The soldier's Komsomo! 
pierced by a fragment and covered with blood is preserved together with the nui —n 
the Central Museum of the Soviet Armed Forces, reminding youths such as he that 
there is nothing dearer for a person than the motherland and that love for it is the 
basis of courage, heroism, and exploit. 


"And if I die, then let our children, brothers, sisters, and relatives remember and 
never forget that this death was a struggle for communism.... The war is cruel and 
has not yet ended. But we will win nevertheless." These lines are from the note 
of one of the heroes of the Adzhimushkayskiy garrison, political instructor S. 
Chebanenko, which was written before his death. They contain boundless love for his 
fatherland and faith in its shining future. 
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How many such exciting letters which penetrate to the bottom of the heart are stored 
in museums, archives, and family albums! Each of them is a salutation to the mother- 
land at a critical moment with words acknowledging love, a pledge of loyalty, end 
boundless devotion. It is this great love for the fatherland which closed enemy 
embrasures, rammed enemy airplanes, rushed under enemy tanks with strings of grenades, 
and accomplished exploits which have no equal in the history of mankind. It is this 
filial love for the motherland which now also subjugates the heights of outer space, 
overcomes the difficulties of long marches, flights, and ocean cruises, and accomp- 
lishes deeds which evoke admiration by their boldness, decisiveness, and daring. It 
is in all the deeds and affairs of Soviet people, the core of their valor in labor 
and in service. Completely proper is the fact that the unbreakable link between the 
past and the present is clearly examined in the reflections of the compositions' 
authors on the great strength of love for the motherland, Turning to examples, docu- 
ments, and letters which tell of the unsurpassed courage and unwavering devotion to 
the fatherland which were brilliantly manifested by Soviet people in the fiery years 
of the Great Patriotic War, they pursue the thought that these remarkable qualities 
are now inherent in those who are performing their military duty honestly and con- 
scientiously. 


The Communist Party always attached and attaches tremendous significance to in- 

stilling in the Soviet people, especially among the young, patriotism and an unshak- 
able love for their socialist motherland. In the decree of the CPSU Central Commit- 

tee, "On further improvement of ideological and political-indoctrinational work," it 

tells about this as a task of state importance. "The core of ideological and 
political-indoctrinational work," it notes, "was and remains the molding, in the 

Soviet people, of a scientific world outlook, boundless devotion to the party's 

cause and communist ideals, love for the socialist fatherland, and proletarian inter- 
nationalism.” 


To instill in a person love for the motherland and for his people and pride in their 
successes in communist construction also means instilling in him a high sense of re- 
sponsibility for their fate, for their affairs and deeds, and the striving to make 
the highest contribution to the common cause and to be a loyal and worthy son of the 
fatherland. 


The Soviet Armed Forces are called a school of life and a school of indoctrination. 
In his period of service and in the course of intense military labor, political 
training, and an active public life, many of the qualities which the young person 
needs are molded, strengthened, and deepened in him, but the chief one among them is 
boundless love for his fatherland. As love for the motherland is strengthened, this 
also means that responsibility for its present and future is increased and the striv- 
ing to be a participant in the achievements of one's people grows. 


"We become accustomed to our surroundings, to what has become completely natural and 
usual as to the air which we breathe and to which we become accustomed, and we do 

not ponder over what it means for us," this is how Petty Officer 2d Class V. 
Volobuyev began his presentation at the thematic soiree, "The motherland in thy 
heart." "And only when you are far from the motherland for some time, from your 
native land, do you feel a yearning acutely, with all your heart, and you understand 
deeply the meaning in thy life which is had by the steep Volga slopes, and the golden 
sandy sand bars of the great Russian river, and the dawns with the nightingale songs, 
and the lights of the newly erected buildings, and the boundless Volga steppes. You 
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think about all this, you dream about it all. It is correctly sung in the song; 
neither far nor near I know no better land than the one which nurtured me. And we 
will protect this land as the apple of our eye, beautify it with our labor, and 
undergo any tests for it." 


He was applauded. Young lads in a seaman's uniform just as he, just as much in love 
with the matter entrusted to them and proud of the faith placed in them--to serve 
on a modern ship, just as well acquainted with a feeling of tender yearning caused 
by the prolonged separation from the motherland. They applauded because the petty 
officer's words were in harmony with their thoughts and feelings. 


"I am always glad when I see that a feeling for the motherland is strong among our 
sons," said the deputy commander of the ship for political affairs after this soiree. 
"A remarkable feeling. It does not permit a person to be indifferent to all that 
surrounds him, raises each one, and makes him stronger, braver, and spiritually 
richer. Such a person can do everything. I think that much also depends on us-- 
how strong and deep this feeling will be." 


On this ship just as on many others, great significance is attached to instilling a 
love for the motherland in the personnel. Which of the methods conducted are more 
important, more effective, and leave the most noticeable trace? One can hardly dis- 
tinguish any of them. All are important, all bear a great ideological and emotional 
load because great labor and the efforts of many people are placed in each one. Let 
us say that it is difficult to overestimate the significance of a vivid, convincing 
conversation about the beauty and might of the motherland and her successes in com- 
munist construction on political lessons. Such a conversation becomes especially 
memorable when men take part in it who have returned from leave, are filled with 
vivid impressions, and when those who have participated many times in tourist trips 
through their native land and worked at the large construction projects of our coun- 
try also participate, and when the talks are illustrated with documentary films and 
photographs. 


And talks at the map of the motherland! During them, the men accomplish fascinating 
trips over the immense expanses of our great country and become familiar with its 
natural wealth, the life of various peoples, and their culture, customs, and pros- 
pects for economic and social development. The broad horizons of the inspiring labor 
of the Soviet people who are moving toward the 26th Congress of the Leninist party 
are opened up before them. 


We can also name the radio talks "We owe our happiness to you, motherland" and "The 
hour of the parents' letter,” and the thematic soirees "On the expanses of the wonder 
ful motherland,” "Forever indebted to the motherland," and "The kray in which you 
serve." The forms of this important work are varied. But the essence, perhaps, is 
not only in this, but also in the fact that each measure is warmed with the tender 
warmth of the organizers, with their ability to impart purposefulness, and ideologi- 
cal content, and emotional saturation to everything that they do in a difficult situ- 
ation. 


And how many reflections and what lofty thoughts and feelings are caused by excur- 
sions to museums of the unit or fleet or to the oblast museum of regional studies 
whose exhibits are constantly being expanded and renewed. Here the aan learns much 
that is new and interesting not only about the past, present, and future of the 
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territory in which he serves and about the people who, with their labor, are trans~- 
forming the land and making it more beautiful and nicer, but he also touches with 
his heart that heroism, courage, and steadfastness with which freedom and happiness 
were won and defended and becomes more closely acquainted with the revolutionary, 
labor, and combat traditions of the CPSU, the Soviet people, their Armed Forces, 

and the personnel of the fleet. It is as if each display and each exhibit of the 
museums says to the young serviceman: "Look and remember! Remember and draw your 
own conclusions! Here is what the territory which you are defending was at one time: 
desert, wild, deserted. But see what it has become: populous, flourishing, and 
happy; here everything was created by the Soviet man, everything serves man. The 
tremendous labor of thousands and thousands of enthusiasts who accomplished Lenin's 
plans and the party's plans, their indefatigable energy and boundless love for the 
motherland--this is what helped to overcome difficulties in the path to the goal. 
Also remember that this labor was not always peaceful, that there were those who 
desired to prevent us from building a new life. It was necessary to discourage this 
desire of their's. And they always received a worthy rebuff. Look at these photos: 
in them are people who gave their lives in the struggle with the motherland's enemies, 
Become acquainted with them.... Today you received their baton--the baton of hero- 
ism, courage, and fearlessness. Be worthy of their glory!" 


No matter how many times one has the occasion to be in such museums and become ac- 
quainted with their exhibits, you always become a witness to the fact that they at- 
tract the fixed attention of the youth. And this obliges us to use them more active- 
ly and more creatively in instilling in the men a boundless love for the motherland. 


Today, meetings with representatives of plants and factories, kolkhozes and sovkhozes, 
scientists, figures of literature and art, film festivals, song competitions, “I sing 
your praises, dear fatherland," viewings of amateur motion pictures shot by the men 
themselves on leave, and the discussion of books have become traditional in the units 
and on the ships. Allthis has become part of the daily life of the troop collectives 
And what is especially important is that commanders and all officers are taking an 
active part in each such measure. Is it necessary to say that this raises noticeably 
the significance and ideological level of any thematic soiree, motion picture fes- 
tival, of each talk, meeting, and excursion? 


But nevertheless, questions connected with a further rise in the organizational and 
ideological level of the measures being conducted, their emotional nature, pithiness, 
and purposefulness require even more attention. There are many unused reserves in 
this matter. Oneof them is that the proper coordination and mutual support are not 
always ensured in the work of individual comrades who bear responsibility for the in- 
doctrination of the personnel. In some places, the necessary persistence and 

genuine creativity are not displayed in the struggle for the effectiveness of indoc- 
trinational work and in the search for its best forms and methods, and the tremen- 
dous possibilities in this area are not used. 


The following fact inspires reflection. One day the chief of the garrison Officers’ 
Club, Lieutenant Colonel Yu. Akimov, and I inspected the city. The officer told in- 
terestingly and captivatingly about its architecture, historical and memorial sites, 
the biggest enterprises whose products enjoy good fame not only in our country but 
abroad, about the newly erected buildings, and about how many residents moved into 
the new, comfortable appartments. One could not fail to note how well he knows the 
city, its historic past and present life, how deeply he looks into the fine points 
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of its architectural building, and with what unconcealed pride he tells about it and 
its residents. Then it occurred to me: it is good when a person knows the territory 
in which he serves and has a clear impression of its past, present, and future. 

Then in his propagandist and indoctrinational practice he can compare facts and help 
people to see the prosperity which the country succeeded in attaining during the 
years of Soviet power. And this territory will become even dearer and more desirable 
for the person. And isn't this one of the most important factors which contribute 
to the forming of an ardent striving to serve excellently and with all responsibili- 
ty? 


When I shared my thoughts with the chief of the Officers' Club, the latter answered: 


"Correct, one of the most important tasks is to instill in the men a love for the 
motherland. We are striving to do that, contributing considerable efforts to the 
work, and using the most varied forms." 


What are these forms? Let us speak first about the outer appearance of the Officers' 
Club. Displays which tell colorfully and brightly about the development of the 
economy, science, and culture, about the workers of the oblast and city, about his- 
torical and memorable places, about nature, about the achievements of individual 
enterprises, kolkhozes, and sovkhozes, about distinguished people, and about labor 
dynasties, and alongside--also displays devoted to leading servicemen and their suc- 
cesses in improving combat skill--all this attracts attention and propagandizes our 
reality, selfless labor, and zealous service. 


In fact, clear and convincing graphic agitation is the property of many cultural and 
educational institutions. A considerable part of it is devoted to telling about the 
Soviet people's achievements in the building of communism, and about their gigantic 
accomplishments and the growth in the might of October's motherland. "From congress 
to congress," "As it was...so it is, "We singthe praises of the fatherland which is" 
--these and other titles of displays and exhibits speak for themselves. And if we 
consider that they were put together with high skill, with the skillful use of the 
richest material, and in a well thought out manner, it can be stated that they do 
not remain unnoticed and excite the visitors. How the men are also excited by the 
thematic soirees "From Moscow to the very outskirts,” "I know no other such coun- 
try," "There is nothing in the world higher than the happiness of the motherland," 
and others. You always experience satisfaction at such soirees, you become enriched 
with new knowledge of your country's life, and you learn interesting facts. And the 
presentations of leading workers, Heroes of Socialist Labor, and scientists, and the 
viewing of documentary films on the labor valor of the Soviet people and on various 
corners of our immense motherland create an elevated mood, expand knowledge, and 
evoke a sense of pride in our people and the beloved fatherland. 


A person in love with his motherland strives to learn as much as possible about it 
and to study it. Everything is dear and close to him, everything is infinitely 

nice. And studying the country's past and present and learning facts about which he 
formerly did not even have a notion, he finds in its appearance more and more of what 
is imprinted deeply in the soul, excites, and ignites. This interconnection is 
completely proper. Another thing is just as proper: the wider possibilities for 
such knowledge are opened, the more actively they are used. 
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The Officers' Club of which we are speaking systematically organizes excursions over 
its own territory, to places of combat glory, to industrial enterprises, and to 
kolkhozes and sovkhozes. I had the occasion to talk with a young officer who had 
been on an excursion to one of the plants. Judging from stories, the senior lieuten- 
ant saw much that was new and interesting. Such are the opinions of other partici- 
pants in the excursion. The officers met with plant supervisors, engineers, and 
workers and became acquainted with the organization of their labor, living conditions, 
production process, and contemporary equipment and technology. Unquestionably, all 
this helped them to expand their horizons, to learn more about the creative, inspired 
labor of the Soviet people and the growth in their well-being, and to draw the neces- 
sary conclusions and generalizations. 


Unique film trips through our motherland are held in this and in other Officers’ 
Clubs and in the clubs of troop units absorbingly and on a high cognitive level. 
Newsreels and films shot by the men themselves are used on them. Appropriate com- 
mentaries which accompany the films and the presentations of those who performed the 
photography and met and talked with the heroes of the pictures give the film trips 
special convincingness and authenticity. 


Of course, one can also mention other interesting work forms of cultural and educa- 
tional institutions which are connected with instilling a sense of patriotism and 
love for their great motherland in the men. Their active use provides the 
opportunity to conduct this work on a high level and effectively. True, the maximum 
initiative and creativity are still not manifested everywhere and always in this im- 
portant matter, the increased interests of the men in the study of our motherland's 
heroic history is not considered with sufficient completeness, its present is not 
propagandized clearly and convincingly, and its beautiful future is not disclosed. 

I once had the occasion to be present at a thematic soiree whose subject was rather 
well selected. It was called, "We become strong from year to year under the sun of 
the motherland." But then the course of the soiree did not cause satisfaction. And 
really, it is believed that it can hardly be called a thematic soiree--there was no 
clear reflection or exaltation in it. Could it not have been organized unusually 
somehow, more emotionally, and could it not have been given originality? Yes, it 
could have been done. When we talked with the club chief he said, for example, that 
the unit political section has interesting letters from the parents of men and from 
the enterprises, kolkhozes, and sovkhozes where the soldiers worked before being 
called up to the army. Then why weren't these letters used? They contain the rich- 
est facts about the life of Soviet people, about their labor heroism, about how the 
Soviet country is growing better-looking from year to year. The chief of the club 
does not take up the experience in the organization of such measures, as is said, 
and there are great possibilities but haste let him down. 


Unquestionably, it is a task of primary importance to attain a high level for each 
measure in the Officers’ Club and unit club. Each failure and any omission in this 
matter cannot and must not remain unnoticed. For we are speaking about a most im- 
portant thing-—about the effectiveness of ideological work which, as required by the 
decree of the CPSU Central Committee of 26 April 1979, should meet the increased 
general educational and cultural level and the requirements of the Soviet people, 

the requirements of developed socialism, and the new tasks of communist construction. 


However, in the conversation with the chief of the Officers’ Club we also touched on 
other problems, by the way, closely linked with the struggle for effectiveness of 
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ideological work. We discussed the skillful, active use of the broad capabilities 
of cultural and educational institutions by commanders and political officers in the 
indoctrination of the men and close mutual contacts. 


Does everything that the Officers' Club does in the field of propagandizing our 
motherland's achievements and those of the Soviet people in communist construction 
and in strengthening the defensive capability reach those for whom it is intended-~ 
the unit officers? Unfortunately, not always. One can understand the chief of the 
Officers' Club who regrets that the men of some subunit couldnot see a vividly pre- 
pared exhibition and one cannot fail to share his bewilderment when young officers 
did not come to a carefully prepared thematic soiree although they were informed of 
this ahead of time. And how can we explain the fact that on the evening for meeting 
with production leaders and scientists people arrived without the appropriate 
preliminary preparation and, naturally, could not take an active part in the talk? 
Only by the fact that the commander and political officer of the subunit and unit 

for whose personnel this meeting was organized did not attach the proper significance 
to it. So, unfortunately, it still happens: someone and something was overlooked or 
missed, attention was not paid to something, something was not investigated, and the 
great and strained labor of the entire collective did not receive the proper return. 


We recall the excursion through the city. We noted the officer's good knowledge of 
its history, its sights, and newly erected buildings and we spoke of how much this 
means in the work of the propagandist and teacher. But far from all officers who 
served many years in the garrison possess this knowledge. At the same time, the 
opportunities for its expansion and deepening are extremely great. It is only neces- 
sary to display greater initiative, desire, and inquisitiveness. 


When we speak of the tremendous significance of instilling boundless love for the 
motherland and one's people in the men, we have in mind a problem of special impor- 
tance--the molding of a citizen, fighter, and patriot. Love for the fatherland is 
not abstract. It is materialized in the deeds of each serviceman and entire troop 
collectives and in their ardent striving to accomplish their duty in an excellent 
manner and to greet the most important event in the life of our party and the entire 
Soviet people--the 26th CPSU Congress--in a worthy manner. 
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POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION: DEFENDING THE HOMELAND 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 80 signed to press 19 
Aug 80 pp 63-70 


[Article: "The Defense of the Socialist Fatherland--the Sacred Duty of the Soviet 
Serviceman"; passages enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface] 


[Text] Material for political lessons on the subject, "The Defense 
of the socialist fatherland and service in the Soviet Armed Forces 
--the constitutional duty and honorable obligation of Soviet citi- 
zens. 





This is the first of five subjects intended for study by young soldiers and seamen 
prior to the start of the new training year. Its study will help the students to 
have a deeper understanding of the honorable nature of service in the Soviet Armed 
Forces and their constitutional duty for the reliable defense of the socialist 
fatherland and will imbue them with a sense of personal responsibility for the main- 
tenance of constant high combat readiness of the subunit, unit, or ship. 


Two hours are allotted for the lesson. It is expedient to conduct it by the method 
of narration and a lively, comprehensive talk. 


/While presenting the material/ it is desirable to take up the following basic ques- 
tions: 1. V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on the socialist fatherland and the necessity 
for its armed defense. 2. The constitution of the USSR on the defense of the | 
socialist fatherland as the sacred duty of each Soviet citizen and on military ser- 
vice in the ranks of the Armed Forces as the honorable obligation of Soviet citizens. 
3. The CPSU on the increased aggressiveness of imperialism at the contemporary stage 
and the necessity to increase the combat readiness of the Soviet Armed Forces in 
every possible way. 


/In a brief introductory remark/, it is necessary to note that the young soldiers 

and seamen are beginning their service at a time which is portentious for our coun- 
try--the year of the Lenin jubilee, of the 35th anniversary of the Soviet people's 
victory in the Great Patriotic War,and the year of active preparations for the 26th 
CPSU Congress. The June (1980) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee decreed the 
convening of the regular 26th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union on 
23 February 1981. In his report at the plenum, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev expressed his 
firm confidence that preparations for the 26th CPSU Congress are again demonstrating 
the solidarity of the party ranks and the steadfast unity of the party and the people 
in the struggle for the triumph of communism. 
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The men of the Armed Forces are living with the same thoughts, concerns, *ad aspira- 
tions as the Soviet people. In the indestructible combat formation of the Warsaw 
Pact armies, the Soviet Armed Forces are reliably protecting the peaceful, creative 
labor of the fraternal peoples and the great achievements of socialism. Conscien- 
tiously performing their sacred duty to the motherland, the soldiers and seamen, 
sergeants and petty officers are helped by lofty political consciousness and & pro- 
found understanding of the Lenin ideas on the defense of the socialist fatherland, 
the requirements of the Communist Party, the provisions of the Soviet constitution, 
and the instructions of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev on the strengthening of the country's 


defensive capability in every possible way and the raising of the Soviet Armed Forces’ 
combat readiness. 


1. V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on the Socialist Fatherland and the Necessity for its 
Armed Defense 


In beginning to present the material on the first question, it is necessary tuo ex- 
plain to the students the essence of the concept of "fatherland." /Fatherland is 

the native land with its population and riches, the given social, political, and 
cultural environment, territory, and language of the people/. Historical credit in 
the elaboration of the concept of "fatherland" belongs to the founders of scientific 
communism. K. Mark and F. Engels advocated the necessity for a class approach to 
the fatherland and its defense. Exposing the false bourgeois inventions on the unity 
of the fatherland of the oppressors and the oppressed in an exploiter society, they 
proved convincingly that under capitalism the workers do not have a fatherland. Un- 
der the conditions of capitalist reality,which is sharply hostile to people of labor, 
and economic, political, and spiritual oppression on the part of the exploiter class, 
stressed K. Marx and F. Engels, bourgeois slogans on the “unity of nations,” "love 
for the fatherland," and so forth are nothing more than fiction (concoctions which 
do not correspond to reality). "The proletariat," noted its authors in the "Commun- 
nist Manifesto," "have nothing of their own which they should have to protect; they 
should destroy everything which up to now protected and ensured private property” 

(K. Marx and F. Engels. "Sochineniya" [Works], Vol 4, p 434). Only by overthrow- 
ing the capitalist system can an imaginary, bourgeois fatherland be transformed into 
a real, socialist fatherland. 


The continuer of genius of the cause of Marx and Engels, V. I. Lenin, creatively de- 
veloping their revolutionary teaching, substantiated a specific program of socialist 
construction. Vladimir Il'ich introduced into revolutionary theory and practice the 
very concept of "socialist fatherland" and disclosed its basic indications. Among 
these signs Vladimir Il'ich included /a given political, cultural, and social en- 
vironment, territory, and language of the people/ (see "Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy" 
[Complete Works], Vol 17, p 190. 


It is desirable for the propagandist to describe each of the indications of a father- 
land. In speaking of the /social environment/, it is necessary to note that by this 

environment we mean the population of a country, its national economy, the class and 

national division of the people, and the relations which have formed between them in 

society. 


To 4 great extent, the social environment causes the second indication of a father- 
land--/political/. The state as the main instrument of authority steps forth as the 
main factor in it. The nature of the political environment is also determined by the 
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nature and activity of the political parties which are in the country and of the 
macs public organizations. 


The /cultural environment/ serves as the third indication of the fatherland. It in- 
cludes the types and forme of culture which are spread in the country, the syetem of 
popular education, science, literature, and art. 


In addition to these, mandatory indications of a fatherland are the people's /terri- 
tory and language/. V. I. Lenin called them the “eternal” elements of the father- 
land. 


It should be noted that along with the concept of "fatherland," another one just as 
widespread exists--"motherland." In the broad meaning of the word, these concepts 
are identical (equivalent). In the narrow meaning, motherland steps forth as a part 
of fatherland and signifies the territory where a person was born and grew up or 
has lived and worked for a long time. 





Next, it is desirable to move on to the characteristics of a socialist fatherland. 
Here, it must be stressed that under the leadership of Lenin's party the workers of 
our country accomplished the Great October Socialist Revolution in 1917. As a result 
of its victory, the first socialist state in the world arose on one sixth of the 
Earth. 


The Great October and the basic transformations in the country which followed it led 
to radical qualitative changes in the indications of a fatherland. The Great Octo- 
ber Socialist Revolution put an end forever to such a century-old evil as the ex- 
ploitation of man by man and eliminated private property. For the first time in 
history, the proletariat and peasantry vere transformed from classes without civil 
rights, Oppressed, and deprived into genuine masters of their own country, into active 
and conscientious builders and defenders of a new life and a soviet, socialist state. 
The natural resources and means of production vere transferred to the hands of the 
people and placed at their service. This caused heretofore unprecedented business 
and political enthusiasm of the masses and stimulated our motherland's rapid advance 
toward the peaks of mankind's social progress. 


Under the leadership of the Communist Party the Soviet people, armed with the Lenin 
plan of socialist construction, accomplished the country's industrialization and the 
collectivization of agriculture in historically short times. Liquidating the tech- 
nical and economic backwardness which had been inherited from tsarism, the Soviet 
Union was transformed into a mighty industrial-kolkhoz power. The Soviet five-year 
plans became landmarks of the effective grovth of production, the strengthening of 
the motherland's defensive capability, and the raising of the people's standard of 
living. 


The Soviet economy developed at high, stable rates. Despite the fact that of the 
little more than six decades of the Soviet state's existence about 20 years vere 
years of wars imposed upon our people by imperialism and the subsequent restoration 
of the economy, in 1979 the country's national income had increased 73-fold in com- 
parison with 1913. Now, in two and a half days Soviet industry produces as much pro- 
duction as was produced by tsarist Russian during all of 1913. During the last 10 
years, the same volume of economic potential was created in the country as during 

the preceding half century. During the first half year of 1980 alone, the increase 
in production in comparison with the corresponding period of 1979 was 4.2 percent. 
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It is desirable for the propagandist to tell about those substantial changes which 
occurred in agricultural production in our country during the years of Soviet power. 
Changes in the village, the energy and will of the party, and the people's valiant 
labor made it possible to bring the mean annual gross harvest of grain in the 10th 
Five-Year Plan to 209 million tons which is almost 27 million tons more than in the 
Ninth Five-Year Plan. 


Next, it should be noted that the successes of the country's national economy permit- 
ted the systematic implementation of the party's course for the resolution of the 
most important social problems and for raising the people's standard of living. The 
most generalizing indicator of the people's standard of living is the per capita 
real income. In 1979, it increased 5.6-fold in comparison with 1940. If in 1965 
only four percent of the art had an income of more than 100 rubles per month 
per family member, in 1978 it was 45 percent, and by the end of the Tenth Five-Year 
Plan about half the country's population will have such an income. During six 
months of 1980 alone, the average monthly wage of the workers and employees in the 
national economy increased by 3.6 percent in comparison with the first half year of 
1979 and was 168 rubles, and with the payment of payments and benefits from public 
consumption funds--229 rubles. During this same period, the payment for kolkhoz 
workers’ labor increased by four percent. 


In continuing the narration, it is important to concentrate the student's attention 
on the great qualitative changes which have occurred in the social structure 

of the country's population. As a result of the Great October Socialist Revolution 
in the Soviet Union, a society without antagonistic classes was created for the first 
time in the world and the unprecedented unity of its strata was attained. At the 
stage of developed socialism, the social basis of the USSR consists of the indestruc- 
tible alliance of workers, peasants, and intellectuals which has been fixed in the 
presently effective Basic Lav of our country that was adopted on 7 October 1977. 
Soviet power provides the workers with broad social rights and political freedoms 
which are secured in the constitution of a mature socialist society. Our state 
guarantees its citizens the right to work, to an education and rest, to health pro- 
tection, to housing, to the use of the achievements of culture, to social security 
in old age and in the case of loss of capacity for work, the right to participate in 
the control of state and public affairs, freedom of speech, the press, and assembly, 
and so forth. 


On the lessons, it is also expedient to tell the students about the fact that the 
national question has been solved successfully in the USSR for the first time in the 
world. Russia, the former “peoples' prison,” was transformed into the great and 
mighty Soviet Union with the victory of October. The size of the population in the 
USSR on 1 July 1980 was 265.5 million people. The flourishing of the Soviet nations, 
their transformation into socialist nations, the high level of their economy and 
culture, the indestructible friendship and brotherhood of the peoples of the USSR-- 
such is the result of the Soviet multinational state's path of development. An 
historically new social and international community of people--the Soviet people-- 
has been formed and is growing stronger in our country. Science, art, and literature 
received a gigantic scope for their development. Popular education attained great 
flourishing. With complete justification, the Soviet people are considered one of 
the most educated in the world. 
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After the revolution, favorable conditions were created for the development of the 
languages of all our country's peoples. About 50 nationalities received their writ- 
ten language for the first time. The Russian language acquired great significance 

in the process of the steady drawing together of the Soviet peoples and in streng- 
thening their fraternal friendship and monolithic unity. It is the basic means for 
the international intercourse of the Soviet peoples and for bringing the achievements 
of Russian and world culture within their reach. 


In the course of socialist and communist construction in the USSR, hundreds of nev 
cities and tens of thousands of industrial installations, kolkhozes, and sovkhozes 
arose while transportation received powerful development. Nature also changed. 
Artificial seas and canals, ponds and lakes, forested belts and reserves were creat- 
ed. Important measures are being adopted to protect the environment. 


Next, the propagandist formulates the conclusion: the main result of the Great Oc- 
tober is that our people, in realizing the ideas of Marxism-Leninism, created a de- 
veloped socialist society which is now the highest achievement of mankind's social 
progress. The Soviet people are linking all their victories and plans, thoughts and 
aspirations with the activity of their native Communist Party. It is the guiding 
and directing force of Soviet society and the nucleus of its political system and 
state and public organizations. 


Soviet society is the true fatherland of millions of people of various nationalities, 
the active builders and defenders of communism. Our people express their love for 
the socialist motherland with the exciting words of the Soviet Union's state hymn: 


Your are famous, our fatherland free, 
Reliable bulwark of the peoples’ friendship! 
Party of Lenin--the popular force 

Which is leading us to communism's triumph! 


Yes, we people have something to be proud of, to defend. Ina report at the June 
(1980) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee Comrade L. I. Brezhnev noted: "The 
Soviet people completely approve the peace-loving course of the CPSU and the Soviet 
state which is based on principle and the measures to protect and ensure the security 
of our motherland.” The propagandist points out that the Lenin teaching on the de- 
fense of the socialist fatherland forms the basis of the Communist Party's policy 

in organizing the country's defense. This teaching includes substantiation of the 
necessity to defend the state of the victorious proletariat against imperialist ag- 
gressors and conclusions concerning the forms of that defense, on vays for the eco- 
nomic, moral-political, and scientific-technical preparation of the country for de- 
fense, on the creation of the military organization of a socialist state, and on the 
leading and directing role of the Communist Party in the accomplishment of all tasks 
in strengthening the country's defensive capability and the organizational develop- 
ment of the Soviet Armed Forces. 


The teaching on the defense of the fatherland is the most important component part 
of the Lenin theory of socialist revolution. It is based on the strictest con- 
sideration of the basic theses of Marxism on the essence of the fatherland and the 
relation of the party of the working class to it and on a profound scientific analy- 
sis of the contemporary era. 
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/The main thing in the Lenin teaching on the defense of the socialist fatherland is 
the proposition of the Communist Party's leading role in organizing the defense of 
the socialist state/. The leadership of the Armed Forces by the Communist Party is 
the highest principle of Soviet military organizational development and the source 
ofthe invincibility and might of the Soviet state's army. This leadership is mani- 
fested in the scientific accomplishment of a broad complex of socio-economic and 
political tasks in the course of the creation and strengthening of the new army, 
elaborating the principles for the strategic leadership of the Armed Forces, and in 
the selection, training, and indoctrination of military personnel, equipping the 
Armed Forces with combat equipment and weapons, and organizing party-political work 
among the troops. 


The historic experience of the Soviet state's development confirmed entirely and com- 
pletely the strength and vitality of the Lenin teaching on the defense of the social- 
ist fatherland. The words of V. I. Lenin proved to be truly prophetic: "A people 
will never be defeated in which the majority of the workers and peasants recognized, 
felt, and saw that their are defending their own, Soviet power--the power of the 
workers, that they are defending the cause whose victory will provide them and their chil- 
dren with the opportunity to enjoy all the blessings of culture, all the creations of man- 
kind's labor ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," Vol 38, p 315). 


The Civil War, which was imposed on our country by international imperialism and in- 
ternal counterrevolution, was the first patriotic war in the defense of the socialist 
fatherland. Under the leadership of the party headed by V. I. Lenin, the Soviet 
people and their Red Army, displaying miracles of heroism and self-sacrifice, high 
ideological content, and boundless devotion to the ideals of socialism utterly smash- 
ed the combined forces of the foreign interventionists and the White Guardists. 


The Great Patriotic War was an even more severe test for our motherland. Loyal to 
the Lenin teaching of the defense of the socialist fatherland, the Communist Party 
stirred the Soviet people to action in the national struggle with fascism, inspired 
them to great exploits, and united and directed the efforts of the front and rear 
for the crushing of the enemy. The victory of the Soviet people and their valiant 
Armed Forces in the Great Patriotic War which had worldwide historic significance, 
the 35th anniversary of which was recently noted widely and ceremoniously by our 
country, the states of the socialist commonwealth, and progressive mankind serves 
even today as a formidable warning for all those who love military adventures. The 
results and lessons of the war graphically confirm the immutable fact that any enemy 
who dares to encroach on the USSR or any socialist country which is friendly with us 
will be smashed for sure. At the same time, they summon us to vigilance since the 
aggressive nature of imperialism has not changed. Imperialism has not rejected 
attempts to replay the historic quarrel with socialism in its favor with the use of 
arms. 


Under these conditions, the Communist Party and the Soviet government are adopting 
all necessary measures to raise the combat readiness of the Soviet Armed Forces fur- 
ther and strengthen the motherland's defensive capability. "All the experience 
which has been accumulated, the international situation which has developed, and es- 
pecially facts of recent times,” stressed Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, “oblige us to keep 
our powder dry, to be persistent and consistent in defending the cause of peace, and 
to remember our historic responsibility for the fate of the motherland and of all 
mankind.” Loyal to the all-triumphant Lenin banner and the teaching of V. I. Lenin 
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on the defense of the socialist fatherland, the Soviet servicemen together with the 
men of the fraternal socialist countries' armies are standing vigilant guard over 
the peace and security of their peoples. 


In completing the presentation of material on the first question, the propagandist 
dravs the conclusion that there is no area in the organization of socialism's armed 
defense where V. I. Lenin would not have expressed brilliant thoughts, opinions, and 
recommendations. In the decree of the CPSU Central Committee, "On the 110th anni- 
versary of the birth of Viadimir Il'ich Lenin,” it notes that "Important significance 
is had by the Lenin ideas on the defense of the socialist fatherland.... The bril- 
liant theoretician, greatest strategist and tactician of the world proletariat, 
Lenin mastered to perfection the art of leadership of revolutionary struggle and 
communist creation.” The Lenin teaching about the socialist fatherland and the ne- 
cessity for its armed defense comprisesthe ideological and scientific foundation for 
the activity of the CPSU in the field of military organizational development and 
serves as a reliable compass in the matter of strengthening the defensive might of 
the motherland and the further raising of the Soviet Armed Forces' combat readiness. 


2. The Constitution of the USSR on the Defense of the Socialist Fatheriand as the 
Sacred Duty of Each Soviet Citizen and on Military Service in the Ranks of the 
Armed Forces as the Honorable Obligation of Soviet Citizens 


Dealing with the material of the second question can begin by recalling that the 
Lenin ideas on the defense of the socialist fatherland, which have been creatively 

developed and deepened in accordance with contemporary conditions in the decisions 

of party congresses, plenums of the CPSU Central Committee, and presentations of the 

General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and Chairman of the Presidium of the 

USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, found legal confirmation in the Soviet 
constitution. This is evidence of the constant concern of the Communist Party and 

the Soviet state about the accomplishment of the Lenin precepts which pertain to en- 

suring peace on Earth and the reliable defense of socialism's achievements. 


It should be noted that the Soviet constitution considers questions of reliably en- 
suring the defense of the country not only in the chapter, "The Defense of the 
Socialist Fatherland.” It also found reflection in other sections and chapters of 
the Basic Law of a developed socialist society since their solution bears a complex 
nature and is connected with all aspects of the country's state and public life. 
The preamble already reflects the great significance which questions on the further 
strengthening of its defensive capability have for our state. A high evaluation is 
given to the victories of the Soviet people in the Civil and Great Patriotic Wars 
here. The main goals of the socialist state of the entire people are proclaimed: 
the creation of the material-technical base for communism, improvement of socialist 
social relations and their transformation into communist relations, the upbringing 
of the man of a communist society, raising the material and cultural standard of 
living of thc workers, ensuring the country's security, and assistance in the streng- 
thening of peace and the development of international collaboration. 


In speaking about the problem of the reliable ensuring of the Soviet state's defense, 
it is necessary to note that its solution is inseparably linked with questions of 
foreign policy whose goals and basic directions are confirmed in Chapter 4 of our 
country's Basic Law. This is completely understandable because diplomatic as well 

as military activity has important significance for the security of the state. The 
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CPSU and the Soviet government step forth for the strengthening of the peace and se- 
curity of peoples and broad international collaboration. It is stressed in the 
Soviet constitution that our country's foreign policy is directed toward ensuring 
favorable international conditions for building communism in the USSR, the defense 
of the Soviet Union's state interests, the strengthening of world socialism's posi- 
tions, supporting the struggle of peoples for national liberation and social pro- 
gress, for the prevention of aggressive wars and the attainment of general and com- 
plete disarmament, and the consistent implementation of the principle of peaceful 
coexistence of states with different social systems. Thus, the Soviet state's 
foreign policy is called upon to assist actively in the successful accomplishment of 
the tasks for the defense of the socialist fatherland. 


The Soviet constitution includes the defense of the socialist fatherland among the 
most important functions of the state and declares it a matter for the entire people. 
Here, it should be stressed that the function of the fatherland's defense in our 
country, just as in all the countries of the socialist commonwealth, is not linked 
with any aggressive plans or with the striving to expand our territory at the ex- 
pense of other states and peoples. On the contrary, this function is directed ex- 
clusively toward ensuring the security of the socialist motherland against possible 
attack by the imperialists and their accomplices. Article 31 of the Basic Law says: 
"To defend the socialist achievements, the peaceful labor of the Soviet people, and 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the state the Armed Forces of the Soviet 
Union have been created and the universal military obligation has been established. 


"It is the duty of the Soviet Armed Forces to the people to defend the socialist 
fatherland reliably and to be in constant combat readiness which guarantees the 
immediate repelling of any aggressor.” 


In accordance with the Basic Law of a developed socialist society, the state ensures 
the security and defensive capability of the country and equips the Soviet Armed 
Forces with everything necessary. Thanks to the concern of the party and the entire 
people, our Armed Forces are at the level of contemporary requirements in their 
technical equipping, organizational structure, and system of control and are capable 
of successfully accomplishing the missions to rout any aggressor. 


State organs, public organizations, officials, and citizens are accomplishing specif- 
ic duties in ensuring the security of the country and strengthening its defensive 
capability. These obligations are defined by legislation of the USSR. 


The defense of the socialist fatherland, it says in Article 62 of our constitution, 
is the sacred duty of each Soviet citizen. Military service in the ranks of the 
Armed Forces, says the next Article 63 of the Basic Law, is the honorable obliga- 
tion of Soviet citizens. 


Next, it should be noted that ardent striving to defend the motherland not sparing 
one's own life always distinguished and now distinguishes Soviet people. Here are 
several examples which confirm this thought. 


Time has brought to us the lines from one of the letters of young patriots from the 
period of the Civil War which, even today, cannot be read without excitement. "We 
are still youths,” it says in the letter, "some of us are 15, some 16 or 17 years of 
age, but even now we are ready to go off to battle. We implore you to give us the 
opportunity to go together with our fathers to defend the proletarian motherland... .“ 
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In defending their native soil on the fronts of the Great Patriotic War, the Soviet 
servicemen displayed mass heroism and exceptionally high valor and courage. This 

is discussed very capaciously in the book by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, "Malaya Zemlya." 
"History knows many heroic exploits of people acting alone," writes Leonid Il'ich, 
"put only in our great country and only led by our great party the Soviet people 
proved that they are capable of mass heroism." 


The present generation of defenders of the socialist fatherland is continuing the 
glorious traditions of its grandfathers and fathers in a worthy manner. On the les- 
son, it is desirable to tell about the best men of the subunit, unit, or ship and 
about how they are performing their filial duty to the motherland. Here, it is im- 
portant that the propagandist tell about the essence of service in the Armed Forces, 
its distinguishing features, and the specific character of the given subunit, unit, 
or ship. 


Military service is a special type of state service. It consists of the personal and 
immediate accomplishment of their constitutional obligation by Soviet citizens as 
part of the Armed Forces during the periods established by law. It is not by chance 
that Soviet people always considered and consider service in the Armed Forces as a 
great honor. Soldierly labor and military service are surrounded by universal re- 
spect among our people. Soviet people rightly see in the serviceman a person of 
lofty moral-political qualities, relieved by the great confidence of the workers, 

and called upon to protect the freedom and independence of his socialist motherland 
with weapon in hand. 


Military service is a remarkable school for the Soviet youth. At the 25th CPSU Con- 
gress, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev pointed out: "The youths come to the soldierly family 
without having life's school. But when they return from the army, they are already 
people who have passed through the school of self-mastery and discipline and have 
received technical and professional knowledge and political training" ("Materialy 
XXV s"yezda KPSS" [Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress], pp 75-76). In the decree 
of the CPSU Central Committee, "On further improvement of ideological and political- 
indoctrinationa) work," it notes the necessity to intensify the indoctrinational 
role of the Soviet Armed Forces. 


The course of accomplishment of this requirement of the CPSU Central Committee was 
discussed at a conference of leading command and political personnel of the Armed 
Forces which took place in Moscow. Work which had been accomplished was analyzed 
comprehensively and deeply at it, accumulated experience was generalized, and ways 
were outlined for the effective accomplishment of the tasks put forth in the decree 
of the CPSU Central Committee. 


In completing presentation of the material on the second question, it can be noted 
that the Soviet people consider military service as their patriotic activity, as 
socially useful labor which provides the necessary conditions for communist con- 
struction. Understanding of the necessity for the armed defense of the socialist 
fatherland and the historic mission which the Soviet Armed Forces are accomplishing 
brings forth in the soldiers, seamen, sergeants, and petty officers a profoundly 
realized attitude toward military service and summons them for selfless soldierly 
labor and, if required--even to an exploit in the name of the motherland, in the 
name of the ideals of communism. "The workers of the cities and villages and the 
men of the Armed Forces now see as their first duty and as their most important 
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task," noted member of the CPSU Central Committee Politburo and Minister of Defense 
of the USSR, Marshal of the Soviet Union D. F. Ustinov, at a reception in the Kremlin 
in honor of graduates of the military academies, "preparation for a worthy greeting 
for the 26th CPSU Congress." 


3. The CPSU on the Increased Aggressiveness of Imperialism at the Contemporary 
Stage and the Necessity to Increase the Combat Readiness of the Soviet Armed 
Forces in Every Possible Way 


In presenting the material of the third question, it is necessary to direct the at- 
tention of the students to the provision of the CPSU Program where it is stressed 
that only external conditions force the Soviet Union to strengthen the country's 
defensive capability and improve the Soviet Armed Forces. As was noted above, the 
aggressive nature of imperialism has not changed and the danger of new wars against 
socialism on its part has not been eliminated. Therefore, questions of the reliable 
defense of the socialist fatherland and the raising of the Soviet Armed Forces' com- 
bat readiness in every possible way are constantly in the field of view of our party, 
its Central Committee, the Central Committee Politburo, and Comrade L. I. Brezhnev 
personally. 


It is desirable to tell further that the USSR and the fraternal socialist countries 
have come forth repeatedly with specific proposals directed toward restraining the 
arms race and disarmament. The June (1980) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee 
noted that as a result primarily of the multifaceted and active activity of the 
Soviet Union and the socialist commonvealth which rests upon the growth in the 
economic and defensive might of the socialist countries an improvement of the inter- 
national situation was attained in the 1970's. 


However, recently the imperialist forces have opposed the favorable changes in the 
world with a policy which is dictated by a reluctance to take into account the 
strengthening of socialism's positions, the successes of the national-liberation 
movement, and the growth of the freedom-loving democratic forces. The leaders of 
the NATO bloc, and primarily the United States, have embarked on a course to destroy 
the military balance which has developed in the world in their favor and tc the 
detriment of the Soviet Union, the socialist countries, and international detente 
and the security of peoples. "Not a day passes," stressed Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in 
a report at the June (1980) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, "without Washington 
trying to revive the spirit of the ‘cold war'" and heat up militaristic passions. 

Any occasion is used for this, existent or nonexistent." 


In order somehow to justify the tremendous scales of the arms race and preparations 
for war, aggressive imperialist circles and their yes-men revived the false myth of 
a "Soviet military threat." However, the facts prove irrefutably that it is not the 
Soviet Union, but the reactionary forces of imperialism which are the main source of 
the military danger and which represent the serious threat to peace. We can refer 
to the following data. 


Today the American militarists have about 2,500 military bases and various installa- 
tions located in more than 100 countries of Europe, North Africa, in the Near East, 
in Southeast Asia, in regions adjacent to the Far Eastern boundaries of the USSR, 
and in other regions. More than 2 million men in formation and about 1 million men 
in the organized reserve and in the so-called National Guard--this is now the 
strength of the U.S. Army. 
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During the last 10 years the states which are members of NATO have expended 1,3 
trillion dollars for military purposes. Half of these expenditures were in the last 
four years when the political conditions had already arisen for a limitation on arms 
and a reduction of military budgets. Among the NATO countries, first place in mili- 
tary expenditures is occupied by the United States of America. The Pentagon has been 
allotted an astronomic sum for the 1981 fiscal year--173.4 billion dollars. In 1985, 
it is envisioned that the United Stat» will expend 250 billion dollars for military 


purposes. 


The militarists of the United States are placing the world at the edge of an explo- 
sion more and more often. "America is not a peace-loving country and never was one,” 
vrites the well-known American publicist, T. Coffin, in his book "The Passion of the 
'Havks.'" "We took everything that we meeded by force although in so doing we did 
not forget to mumble about soul-saving motives." 


The rapprochement of aggressive circles of the West and, first of all, of the United 
States, with the Chinese leadership is taking place on an anti-Soviet basis which 

is hostile to the cause of peace. This was confirmed once again during the official 
visit to Washington by the deputy premier of the State Council of the PRC, 

Geng Biao. In the course of conversations an agreement was reached on the 

sale to Beijing, by the United States, of such types of military equipment as radars, 
transport aircraft, helicopters, equipment for testing rocket motors and for various 
types of communication, heavy tractor trucks, and antennas for radars. Washington 
also approved the export of equipment and technology to Beijing for the produc- 

tion of certain types of computers, helicopters, and other types of so-called "dual- 
purpose commodities” which can be used for both civilian and military purposes. 


The delivery of military equipment means Washington's placing of a material base un- 
der China's aggressive policy and encouraging her to new adventures against Vietnam, 
Cambodia, India, and other countries. Considering this, the June (1980) plenum of 
the CPSU Central Committee drew the conclusion that imperialism's partnership with 
Beijing's hegemonism is a new dangerous phenomenon in world politics which is dan- 
gerous for all of mankind including the American and Chinese peoples. The plenum 
stressed that the intrigues of imperialism and the other enemies of peace require 
the constant vigilance and strengthening of our state's defensive capability in 
every possible way in order to defeat the plans of imperialism for the attainment of 
world domination and the implementation of a world dictatorship. 


The restraining shield in the path of the aggressive intentions of the imperialist 
aggressors and their stooges is the defensive alliance of fraternal socialist coun- 
tries--the Warsaw Pact Organization. Its creation in May 1955 was a responsive ac- 
tion by the states of the socialist commonwealth to the actions of the imperial- 
ists who put together the reactionary NATO bloc back in 1949. At the conference of 
the Political Consultative Committee of Warsaw Pact member states which took place 
in Warsaw in May 1980, it was noted that 25 years of this Pact's activity stress its 
significant role in the historic mission in the matter of protecting the peace and 
at the service of socialism. 


It should be said that the fraternal socialist countries, being consistent fighters 
for the cause of peace and security of peoples, considered and consider it their 
duty to strengthen the Warsaw Pact Organization comprehensively. Socialist inter- 
nationalism, the indestructible solidarity and unity of the socialist states and 
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their armies, solidarity and mutual support in everything--this is the reliable 
weapon of the communist parties and the peoples of the socialist commonwealth which 
provides the opportunity to cancel the misanthropic intentions of the enemies of 


peace. 


It developed hietorically that the Soviet Union, as the mightiest socialist state, 
bears the ma’ -urden of the efforts directed toward strengthening the defensive 
might of the socialist commonwealth. Its military potential reliably serves the 
cause of collective security of the allied peoples and of the entire world. There- 
fore, for the men of our Armed Forces special significance is acquired by the strict 
and undeviating observance of the party's requirements concerning the steady raising 
of military skill, vigilance, and combat readiness and the further strengthening of 
organization and discipline. 


The propagandist notes that combat readiness is the alloying of the troops’ technical 
equipment, their combat ability, moral-political, psychological, and physical temper- 
ing, organization, and the readiness of each man for an exploit in the name of 
accomplishing his duty to the motherland. 


The Lenin call--to teach military affairs in a real manner--now sounds timely as 
never before. For each man, these words mean that he must master the combat equip- 
ment and weapons entrusted to him in an excellent manner, use them skillfully in 
battle, know the tactical procedures and methods for the conduct of combat opera- 
tions and the enemy's strong and weak points, and prepare persistently for a struggle 
with a crafty and technically equipped aggressor. 


The last training year will be a new step forward in the further raising of the com- 
bat readiness and quality of training of the troops and naval forces. The field, 
air, and naval ability of the personnel is growing and the skill in mastering com- 
bat equipment and weapons is increasing. Here it is expedient to tell how the 

men of the subunit, unit, or ship where the students serve are accomplishing their 
socialist obligations and to name the experts of combat and political training and 
the best specialists. 


The tasks which will face the personnel of the subunits, units, and ships in the new 
training year will be difficult and important. In order to accomplish them with 
honor and to greet the regular 26th Congress of the Communist Party with the com- 
plete accomplishment of socialist obligations, it is necessary to raise the discip- 
line of the training process higher and to use training time efficiently in the in- 
terests of improving combat readiness. 


Raising the effectiveness and quality of combat training is a long-term task and, at 
the same time, the slogan of each day. A high result cannot be attained by the end 
of the training year without displeying concern for the maximum return from each 
training hour and the comprehensive working out of each task. It is necessary to 
train thorough'y for lessons and drills and to give all one's strength to becoming 
an expert and rated specialist. For it is namely excellent results in combat train- 
ing and service that will be the real contribution of the soldiers, seamen, sergeants, 
and petty officers to a worthy greeting for the 26th CPSU Congress. 


It is important to remember that the high effectiveness of soldierly labor contrib- 
utes to raising the indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed Forces. At a 
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conference of leading command and political personnel of the Armed Forces, it was 
pointed out that it is necessary to make complete use of daily combat training of 
the troops and naval forces for indoctrinational purposes. For this, soldiers, 
seamen, sergeants, and petty officers should work out norms and procedures of com- 
bat in the course of this training as conscientiously as possible, harden their will 
in a genuine manner, develop endurance, boldness, and combat activity within them- 
selves, and learn what is necessary in war in its complete meaning. 





In completing the presentation of the material, it should be stressed that the Com- 
munist Party and the Soviet people have placed tremendous responsibility on the per- 
sonnel of the Armed Forces. The Soviet servicemen see as their mission persistent 
improvement of military skill, the strengthening of discipline and organization, and 
being in constant combat readiness. Closely rallied around the Communist Party and 
its Leninist Central Committee and the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee headed 
by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, they are reliably guarding the sacred borders of the Coun- 
try of Soviets and, in a common formation with the armies of the Warsaw Pact parti- 
cipating states, are ready to repel any aggressor. 


/For independent reading/ in the evening, it is recommended to the students that 
they study the work of V. I. Lenin, "Appeal to the Red Army," ("Polnoye sobraniye 
sochineniy," Vol 38, pp 234-235); the Soviet constitution (Chapters 4, 5); the report 
of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, "Report of the CPSU Central Committee and the Next Tasks 
of the Party in the Area of Domestic and Foreign Policy" ("Materialy XXV s"yezda 
KPSS," pp 20-25, 75-76, 83); and Chapter I of the textbook for political lessons, 

"vy. I. Lenin o zashchite sotsialisticheskogo Otechestva" [V. I. Lenin on the Defense 
of the Socialist Fatherland" (Voyenizdat, 1977). 
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SOVIET COMMENTS ON U.S. NEAR EAST POLICY 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 80 signed to press 19 
Aug 80 pp 71-76 


[Article by Maj Gen V. Kuchin, candidate of philosophical sciences: "The Near and 
Middle East in Washington's Hegemonistic Plans"; from materials in the foreign press] 


[Text] A tense struggle is under way in the international arena for the preservation 
of peace, ensuring the security of peoples, for deepening detente, and to prevent a 
world nuclear missile war. The Soviet Union and the other countries of the socialist 
commonwealth are stepping forth in the vanguard of our planet's peace-loving forces 
firmly and consistently, and this was confirmed again by the May conference of the 
Political Consultative Committee of the Warsaw Pact member states and by the deci- 
sions of the June (1980) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee. As a result primarily 
of their many-faceted and strong activity, which rests on the growth in the economic 
and defensive power of the socialist countries, an improvement in the international 
situation was achieved in the 1970's. 


Recently, however, stated the June plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, aggressive 
imperialist forces opposed these positive processes with a policy dictated by the 
reluctance to reckon with the realities of the contemporary world--with the streng- 
thening of socialism's positions, with the successes of the national-liberation 
movement, and with the growth of freedom-loving democratic forces as a whole. In- 
perialism would like to slow down the objective process of renewing peace. The 
leaders of the NATO military bloc, and first of all the United States, have embarked 
on a course of destroying the military balance which has developed in the world in 
their own favor and to the detriment of the Soviet Union, the socialist countries, 
and to the detriment of international detente and the security of peoples. 


Under cover of anti-Soviet and anticommunist ballyhoo and the imperialist propaganda 
raised around events in Afghanistan and Iran on command from Washington, the ruling 
circles of the United States intend to implement long-nurtured plans, the goal of 
which is to frustrate the liberation and revolutionary processes in the region of 
the Near and Middle East, establish military control over these strategically im- 
portant regions, concentrate American troops here, and create new military bases in 
the immediate proximity of the borders of the Soviet Union and other socialist 
states. 


The Near and Middle East have long attracted the greedy looks of American imperial- 
ism from the economic, political, and military-strategic points of view. This region 
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is located at the intersection of the most important routes which connect Europe, 
Asia, and Africa. Routes from Europe through the Suez Canal to the ports of states 
located in the basins of the Indian and Pacific Oceans are 8,000-15,000 kilometers 
shorter than around the African continent. The majority of the Near East countries 
are washed by the waters of the Mediterranean Sea which the Atlantic strategists and 
the Pentagon are trying to convert into a vast springboard of aggression against the 
peoples liberated from colonial slavery. The region is adjacent to the southern 

bo. ders of the USSR and several other countries of the socialist commonwealth. The 
Straits of the Bosporus and the Dardenelles are the only exit from the Black Sea 
to the Mediterranean where the U.S. 6th Fleet is permanently located and where the 
American militarists are trying to create new bases, stockpiles of weapons, and 
supply and communication points. 


Western monopolies have been pumping oil, reserves of which here exceed 70 percent 
of all reserves discovered in the nonsocialist part of the world, from the bowels 

of the Near East countries for a long time already. The United States of America 
imports approximately 50 percent of the oil which it consumes, in which regard the 
share of the importing of Near East oil is continuously increasing. This year, it 

is assumed, it will reach 35 percent (approximately 300 million tons). This oil goes 
primarily for export to third countries and to satisfy the requirements of numerous 
American military bases abroad. 


In speaking about the economic interests of U.S. monopoly capital in the region, we 
must also point out the role of the so-called "petro-dollars”" whose arrival in the 
United States in recent years has increased continuously. According to American 
data, during 1974-1976 alone the capital investments of the oil-producing countries 
of the Persian Culf region in the economy of the United States and their deposits in 
American banks comprised about 34 billion dollars. 


In considerable measure, the trade and economic relations of the United States with 
the Near East states are linked with the "petro-dollars." Speaking in the American 
Congress in February 1977 the then Secretary of State, C. Vance, said: "During the 
last four years American exports to the countries of the Near East doubled: from ap- 
proximately 5 to approximately 10 percent of all exports. During this same 
period, our exports to the Arab countries increased almost four-fold, reaching seven 
billion dollars per year." 


The stormy processes in the Near and Middle East which are connected with the nation- 
al liberation of peoples who have been under the colonial yoke for a long time are 
causing the imperialists special concern. Dozens of independent states, many of 
which have taken the road of progressive transformations, have appeared on the poli- 
tical map of this region of the world during the postwar period. Being forced to 
recognize the political independence of the liberated countries, the Western powers 
continued to retain rather firm positions in their economy, especially in the oil- 
producing industry, controlled such important strategic arteries as the Suez Canal, 
and had dozens of military bases and contingents of their troops on the territory 
of the Arab countries. The imperialists tried to maintain reactionary, conservative 
regimes in power and they decisively opposed socio-political changes. 


We can recall many facts which graphically show the essence of the neo-colonization 


policy of imperialism in the region. In October 1956, in response to the decree of 
the then Egyptian president Nasser concerning the nationalization of the Suez Canal, 
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Great Britain and France in alliance with Israel unleashed an sggressive war against 
Egypt. The interver'ion was frustrated as a result of the heroic resistance of the 
Egyptian people and weir support by all progressive forces in the world, prima, .ly 
by the Soviet Union and other socialist states. In June 1958, Great Britain and the 
United States landed their troops in Jordan and Lebanon, threatening to strangle the 
revolution in Iraq which ended the despotic regime of Nuri Said, a puppet of British 
capital. 


American imperialism, prompted by hegemonistic intentions to establish its dominance 
in the world, had the intention to capture in the Near and Middle East positions 
which had been lost by the monopolists of Britain and France. For this purpose, 
hundreds of secret and overt actions vere undertaken to create a political climate 
in the region which was satisfactory for American expansion. 


In 1953, the U.S. CIA organized a coup in Iran as a result of which the national 
government of Mossadegh was overthrown and Shah M. R. Pahlavi was placed on the 
throne. The shah's regime served the imperialists of the United States of America 
loyally for a quarter of a century. He turned the country into a center of American 
espionage against the USSR and other neighboring countries, performed the role of 
gendarme in the Persian Gulf area, and permitted foreign companies rapaciously to 
plunder the country's national vealth, primarily oil. Tens of thousands of Iranian 
patriots were destroyed within the torture chambers of the shah's secret police, the 
SAVAK. 


The United States created and is constantly strengthening its outpost in the region-- 
Israel, whose repeated aggressive wars against the Arab states pursued not only ex- 
wa but also political goals: to eliminate progressive regimes in Egypt 

during the time of President G. A. Nasser) and Syria, to put an end to the Palestine 
resistance movement, and so forth. 


After the October War of 1973, in which the unity of the Arab countries was shown es- 
pecially brilliantly and the Israeli aggressors suffered extremely perceptible 
losses, Washington counted on a split in the Arab national-liberation movement. It 
succeeded in hitching the president of Egypt, A. Sadat, to its chariot. Sadat had 
chosen the path of revision of domestic and foreign policy which had been worked out 
by the deceased president G. A. Nasser and approved by the entire Egyptian people, 
the path of collaboration with imperialism and Zionism. The Camp David agreements 
which Sadat concluded with Tel-Aviv in September 1978 under Washington's patronage 
actually took Egypt out of the struggle against Israel. These agreements coarsely 
trampled the national rights of Palestine's Arabs and erected an obstacle in the 
path of a just, comprehensive settlement in the Near East. 


Having attained the Camp David separate deal, Washington counted on forcing the other 
Arab countries to follow the same path. However, these calculations proved to be 
groundless. The Arabs correctly evaluated the Camp David farce as a deal between 
imperialism, Zionism, and Arab reaction, as betrayal of the basic goals of the strug- 
gie for the liberation of the lands occupied by Israel, for the self-determination 
and independence of Palestine's Arab people. 


And, as life shovs, such evaluations are absolutely correct. The Israeli aggressors 
became even more impudent. While Sadat plays the “broker” with Tel-Aviv on the 
question of “autonomy” on the West Bank of the Jordan River and in the Gaza strip, 
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Israeli bulldosers are erasing Palestine villages from the face of the Earth and 
colonizing these lands at forced rates. 


Talks which took place this April in Washington between A. Sadat, M. Begin, and 
President J. Carter changed nothing. Begin declared plainly that the policy of "eo- 
lonialization and strategic control on Arab lands will be continued and Jerusalem 
will remain the capital of Israel." 


Immediately after the adoption of the resolution by the UN General Assembly's 
emergency special session on 29 July 1980 which confirmed the right of the Arab 
people of Palestine to create their own state and demanded the withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from all Arab territories occupied in 1967, including Jerusalem, the Israeli 
Knesset (parliament) adopted a decision on the annexation of the eastern (Arab) 
part of Jerusalem. It declared this city the “eternal and indivisible capital” of 
Israel. 


The new criminal action of Tel-Aviv's rulers, being a direct continuation of their 
expansionist policy, became one more scandalous violation of the norms of interna- 
tional law and the resolutions and decisions of the UN. 


The Camp David agreements are decisively rejected by the Arad countries, and Sadat's 
regime found itself isolated. In accordance vith the decisions of the Baghdad Con- 
ference (March 1979), almost all the Arab states declared a political and economic 
boycott against Egypt and broke diplomatic relations with her. 


The hopes of the imperialists to isolate the progressive Arab national-liberation 
movement from its true allies and reliable friends--the Soviet Union and other coun- 
tries of the socialist commonvwealth--were not justified. On the contrary, this al- 
liance and collaboration became even stronger under the conditions of the aggrava- 
tion of the crisis in the region. Today the progressive forces of the Arab countries 
are stepping forth in the vanguard of the anti-imperialist struggle. Faced by the 
dangerous plans of the United States, they are strengthening their unity. Members 
of the National Resistance and Opposition Front (Algeria, Syria, People's Democratic 
Republic of Yemen, Libya, the Palestine Liberation Organization) adopted a number of 
specific decisions at its fourth conference which took place this April in Tripoli. 
Leading organizations of the front were created--a higher leadership and a political 
committee. The concluding declaration of the conference states the necessity for 
the further development and strengthening of relations between member countries of 
the National Resistance and Opposition Front and the states of the socialist common- 
wealth in the most varied areas. 


Dissatisfaction with Sadat's policy is also growing in Egypt itself. Despite all 
vain attempts, official Cairo propaganda could not whitewash the deal with the aggres- 
sor, hide the antinational nature of the Camp David agreements, or present the "open 
door" policy as the beginning of an era of Egypt's flourishing. Mass political ac- 
tions are taking place in the country. The etrv gir of the Socialist Labor Party 
(SLP), whose activity Sadat permitted only to creat the appearance of democracy, is 
becoming more and more active. Lawyers and journalists who are famous primarily for 
their loyalty to the regime are pouring into the ranks of the opposition. Dissatis- 
faction with the deteriorating economic conditions in the country is embracing a 
large part of the members of the ruling National Democratic Party--by birth members 
of the middle strata of the city and rural population. 


65 








Evidence of the presence of anti-Sadat groups in the Egyption Army, too, is the re- 
cent attempt at a military coup in which a part of the air and naval forces headed by 
highest-ranking officers, including generals took part. The scales of the plot a- 
gainst the Sadat regime can be judged if only by the fact that, as the Kuwait 
newspaper AL' ANBA [as transliterated] reported, the authorities arrested more than 
600 officers of the Egyptian armed forces who were turned over to a military tribunal, 


The trend toward the consolidation of various opposition groups is being marked more 
and more clearly. The founding congress of the Egyptian National Progressive (left) 
Party (NPP) took place in Cairo in April. It proclaimed as its main goal the strug- 
gle for freedom, democracy, and social progress and for the country's return to the 

anti-imperialist camp. 


The creation of the Egyptian Patriotic Front (EPF) was announced in Damascus. It 
unites various progressive and patriotic forces--supporters of the deceased President 
G. A. Nasser, Egyptian communists, and representatives of the Moslem opposition to the 
existing regime. The front intends to initiate a struggle for the establishment of a 
democratic regime to replace the "Sadat dictatorship." The EPF was headed by the 
prominent Egyptian military and political figure who is living as an emigrant, the 
former chief of the general staff of the Egyptian Armed Forces, Gaad ed-Din Ash- 
Shazmi;. 


Washington's attempts to portray the United States as a "friend of Islam," and to 
put forth the Soviet Union as the "worst enemy” of the states of the Near and Middle 
East where Islam has spread clearly failed. Such attempts vere undertaken in con- 
nection with Soviet assistance to Afghanistan. 


It is well known that after the revolution in April 1979, the Democratic Republic of 
Afghanistan was subjected to the fiercest attacks on the part of internal and inter- 
national reaction. Using Afghan reactionaries and numerous bases for counterrevolu- 
tion and external aggression in Pakistan, the American imperialists and the Beijing 
hegemonists initiated an actually undeclared war against the DRA [Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan]. The special hopes of the enemies of the Afghan revolution vere 
placed on an agent of the U. S. Central Intelligence Agency, (Kh. Amin) who 

removed the legal president of the republic, (N. M. Taraki), usurped power in 

the country, and established a regime of terror, violence, and mass oppression. 
However Washington, Beijing, and their accomplices erred. The truly patriotic 

forces in the country and the National Democratic Party of Afghanistan which was 
headed by 2. Karmal were able to render Amin and his stooges harmless, restore 
legality and revolutionary order, and direct the efforts of the working masses toward 
the further development of the April revolution and the accomplishment of its main 
goals. In order to repel armed interference from without, the government of the DRA 
confirmed the already repeatedly expressed request for the Soviet Union to render it 
urgent assistance. In accordance with this request, and on the basis of the Soviet- 
Afghan Treaty of Friendship, Good Neighborliness, and Collaboration and the UN 
Charter, a limited Soviet military contingent was sent to Afghanistan. 


"There is not a grain of profit in the Soviet action to help Afghanistan," stressed 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in a report at the June (1980) plenum of the CPS! Central Com- 
mittee. "We had no other choice but to send troops. And events confirmed that this 
was the only correct decision.” 
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And although the enemies of the DRA are not quieting down, the righteous cause of 

the Afghan people will triumph. The propaganda trick with the non-existent "Soviet 
threat to Islam" was discovered. Even at the session of the Islamic conference which 
was convened in Islamabad at the instigation of Washington at the end of January, the 
delegates of many Arab countries pointed out the true reasons for the aggravation of 
the situation in the region: Israel's occupation of Arab lands, the tragedy of the 
Palestine people, the Camp David deal, the buildup of a United States military pres- 
ence, and so forth. 


Now life in Afghanistan is gradually entering its normal channel. The big bands of 
counterrevolutionaries have been smashed and the interventionists have suffered a 
serious defeat. Under these conditions the Soviet government, by agreement vith the 
Afghan government and ite head, Babrak Karmal, adopted the decision to remove several 
units from the Soviet contingent in Afghanistan. Of course, this was also announced 
with all definiteness at the June plenum of the CPSU Central Committee and in the 
future, too, the Soviet Union will help Afghanistan in building a new life and in 
preserving the achievements of the April revolution. 


The successes of the national-liberation movement of the peoples of the Near and Mid- 
dle East are making the imperialists furious. Washington qualifies everything which 
contradicts the imperial policy of the United States as "political instability.” 


The militaristic actions of the United States’ ruling circles and their accomplices 
against the Iranian revolution are a serious threat to the security and peace in the 
region and in the entire world. Graphic evidence of the dangerous aggressive policy 
of the present administration in the United States of America in the region of the 
Near and Middle East is the military-sabotage operation of the Pentagon and the CIA 
against Iran which was undertaken at the end of this April on the decision of Presi- 
dent J. Carter under the pretext of “rescuing” American hostages. As reported in the 
foreign press, the true goals of this operation vere in no way restricted to "rescu- 
ing the hostages," but went much further. The appearance of American paratroopers in 
Teheran was to serve as the signal for the action of several thousand agents who had 
been specially trained and sent to Iran ahead of time--supporters of the overthrown 
shah. 


As is known the piratical action of the American commandos failed. However, the White 
House did not abandon hostile plans as regards the Iranian people. On 10 July, the 
Iranian security organs frustrated the attempt at a state coup in the country which 
was undertaken by a group of efficers and officials of the former Shah's administra- 
tion which was connected with the United States CIA. Speaking over Iranian televi- 
sion, the president of Iran, Bani Sadr, declared directly that the attempt at the 

coup was undertaken with the support of American imperialism and Israel. 


Washington embarked on a course to strengthen the direct military presence of the 
United States in the region. The Pentagon is trying to create here something like a 
"NATO branch,” the main strike force of which would be American special forces equip- 
ped with tactical nuclear veapons. 


The biggest U.S. naval force which includes more than 30 combat vessels including two 
aircraft carriers and a special amphibious group vith 1,900 Marines is now concen- 
trated in the area of the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean. By the end of 1980 

it is planned to increase the strength of the Marines here to 7,900. Military 
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transport ships with tanks and other military equipment have already been sent to the 
area for their support. According to a report of the Associated Press, the U.S, Deputy 
Secretary of Defense, W. Claytor, speaking at a closed session of a subcommittee of 
the American Congress' House of Representatives, declared that "from now on the United 
States will keep ite Marines in this region on a permanent basis.” 





The American carriers which are based in the Persian Gulf have tactical nuclear veap- 
ons on board. As the American newspaper JOURNAL OF COMMERCE wrote, the Pentagon does 
not exclude the possibility of using “neutron weapons as a means of taking back the 
oil fields without causing them any serious material damage," either. 


The creation of a "rapid deployment force" which will be assigned gendarme functions 
in various regions of the world, primarily in the Near and Middle East, is bei 
speeded up. The force is considered as officially operational from 1 March 1980. 
Ite command and headquarters are located at the MacDill Air Force Base in Florida. 
The Carter administration requested 700 million dollars from Congress to maintain and 
equip the troops of the force in the 198] fiscal year. The Pentagon intends to re- 
quire an additional 571 million dollars for these purposes. 


In realizing their expansionist policy in the Near and Middle East, the American 
authorities are striving to make wide use of Israel, Egypt, and Oman as strong points. 
The ruling circles of the United States are counting mainly on Israel whose aggressive 
course has organically merged with the predatory aspirations of American imperialism. 
Proclaiming the course for the creation of a "great Israel," the Tel-Aviv rulers are 
trying to expand her territory by seizing and colonizing the lands of neighboring 

Arad states. 


The United States is encouraging Israel's aggressive course. It is coming forth a- 
gainst one of the most important conditions for a Near East settlement--recognition 
of the legal rights of the Palestine Arabs to self-determination, to include the 
right to create their own national state. 


Israel is not stopping aggressive actions against Lebanon. Israeli aviation, tanks, 
artillery, and warships are participating in militaristic actions in the south of 
this Arab country. The systematic destruction of Palestine refugees and peaceful 
Lebanon residents is under vay. The aggressor's goal is obvious: to dismember 
Lebanon, form a buffer tone along the Lebanon-Israeli border, force Syria to agree to 
separate talks and, most important, to squeeze in a pincers and eliminate the Pales- 
tine resistance movement. 


The far-reaching predatory Tel-Aviv goals are served by the country's militarization. 
Today's Israel is a vast military arsenal. Israeli industry has become, in essence, 
an appendage of the var machine and fills primarily the orders of the military de~art- 
ment. According to data in the Western press, more than 800 Israeli industrial enter- 
prises produce military products. During the last 10 years, the volume of military 
production in the country grew eight-fold. Weapons for the Israeli aggressors are 
arriving from the United States of America in a broad stream. According to reports 

in the American press, during the last decade the United States delivered to Israel 
the most modern armament vorth 14.2 billion dollars. 


The Pentagon does not consider it necessary to conceal that in "case of necessity” it 
also plans to use the Israeli army and Israeli military bases for its goals. For it 
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is no secret that Prime Minister Begin proposed to Washington that it establish an 
American naval base in Haifa and an air base in Etsion [as transliterated) and also 
take under control the military airfields constructed by Israel on the Sinai Penin- 
sula. The construction of two big bases is being conducted at accelerated rates in 
the Israeli Negev Desert. The Pentagon also secured the agreement of the Tel-Aviv 
authorities to the creation of a missile base in the Sinai. 


Washington is involving Egypt more and more actively in the accomplishment of its 
expansionist plans. President Sadat's perfidious policy is converting the country 
into an assistant American policeman in the Near East and in Africa. To please im- 
perialism and reaction, Sadat sent an Egyptian corps numbering 7,000 men to Oman. 
This corps replaced the Iranian troops there which were used during the shah's regime 
to suppress the liberation movement of the Oman patriots who took action to overthrow 
the hated monarchy and liberate the country from Anglo-American coercion. At the be- 
ginning of this February, American and Egyption troops conducted a punitive opera- 
tion against the fighters of the Oman Popular Liberation Front in the south of the 
country and in the area of the city of Miroat [as transliterated]. 


As was admitted officially by the Egyptian minister of defense, (K. Kh. Ali), 
Afghan counterrevolutionaries are being trained and armed on Fgyptian territory 
in special camps, and then they are thrown at Afghanistan. Egyptian mercenaries 
are also operating there. 


Egypt is being intensively transformed into a springboard of American imperialism. 
The United States is already using a big base in Upper Egypt. Reconnaissance air- 
planes which are intended for the adjustment of U.S. naval forces which are concen- 
trated in the Persian Gulf and the Arabian Sea are based at it. Anair base located not 
far from the Egyptian capital is being reequipped and prepared for use by the Ameri- 
ean Air Force. As revorted by the newspaper ASH-SHARK AL'-AUSAT [as transliterated] 
Cairo gave its agreement to the creation of two American bases in the area of Sharm- 
el-Sheikh on the Sinai Peninsula--an air base and a naval base. The Pentagon's of- 
ficial representative, wrote the newspaper, declared that the U.S. military authori- 
ties will make wide use of Sharm-el-Sheikh for refuelling aircraft and resting the 
crews as well as to “demonstrate the might of American forces." 


From reports in the foreign press, it is clear that Sadat agreed to create a naval 
base in the area of the Suez Canal jointly with Israel under the mask of a "tourist 
and agricultural center" which American troops can use in case of "U.S. interference 
in the area of the Near East and the P-rsian Gulf.” 


Washington is earnestly arming the Egyptian army. During the next five years, the 
United States will deliver to Egypt various armaments worth five b.ilion dollars. 
Among the weapons and combat equipment promised to Sadat are the letest F-16 air- 
planes, M-60 tanks, various types of missiles, and electronic equipment. 


The sultanate of Oman, located at the entrance to the Persian Gulf and having impor- 
tant strategic significance, has become a springboard for the trans-ocean expansion- 
ists in the region. The Pentagon is devoting special attention to the Straits of 
Hormuz whose length is 150 kilometers and width--55 kilometers. Each year 8,000 
tankers pass through the straits carrying an average of up to oue billion tons of oil 
to the United States, the countries of Western Europe, and Japan. It is not without 
reason that the English colonizers strived to preserve their dominance in this small 
corner of Arabia as long as possible. 








Prior to the revolution in Iran, the puppet regime of the Sultan of Oman, Qabus, 

was supported by the bayonets of the shah's troops, and now is supported by 

Egyption and American bayonets, Sultan Qabus is loyally serving his trans-oceanic 
patrons He supported the separate Camp David deal completely. In the fall of 1979, 
on orders from without he tried to put together a pro-imperialist military bloc. The 
sultan offered American warships the opportunity to use the country's ports. Accord- 
ing to a statement by the chairman of the Oman National Liberation Front, the coun- 
try's entire territory was transformed into an arsenal of the American militarists to 
facilitate "rapid" intrusion into the zone of the Persian Gulf. A 10,000-man force 
of American troops is located here. Two big American military bases and other mili- 
tary installations are being built in Umm el'-Ganem [as transliterated] and Musandam. 
The Pentagon is using Oman as a refuelling point for aircraft carriers, minesweepers, 
and other warships which are part of the American armada concentrated in the Indian 
Ocean. 


The United States is implementing a broad program for the construction of military 
installations on the island of Masira and is expanding the air base which is located 
there. The island is being reequipped in such a way that it supplements the American 
base of Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean. 


The gazes of the trans-oceanic militarists are also straining toward Cyprus whose 
territory the Pentagon has long been striving to use in its strategic plans. Britain 
obligingly offered the United States military bases on the island which were imposed 
on the Cypriots in accordance with the Zurich-London agreements. The Americans are 
accomplishing military construction on these bases at rapid rates. According to re- 
ports in the Western Press, contingents of American ground and air forces are located 
at the bases of Akrotiri and Dhekelia. Flights by American U-2 and RC-135 spy planes 
are being accomplished from Akrotiri. 


The striving of the United States to transform Cyprus into its military springboard 
not only undermines sovereignty, but it also aggravates the political situation in 
this country. 


In accordance with the agreements on "cooperation" of the United States with Turkey 
in the area of "Joint defense," the Pentagon received the right to use 26 military 
bases on Turkish territory. As repeatedly reported in the press two of them, in 
Sinop and Diyarbakir, are used for collecting intelligence on the Soviet Union. 


A prominent place in Washington's expansionist plans in the Near and Middle Fast is 
allotted to Pakistan whose territory has now been transformed into the main spring- 
board for subversive activity of American imperialism and the Beijing hegemonists 
against the Afghan revolution. Dozens of special camps and strong points are in 
operation on Pakistani territory in which bands of mercenaries and Afghan counter- 
revolutionaries are being formed under the direction of American, Chinese and 
Egyptian instructors for intrusion into Afghanistan. 


The military preparations of the U.S. imperialists and their stooges in the Near and 
Middle East are creating a direct threat to the cause of peace and security in the 
region and in the entire world. It is for this very reason that the rebuff by 
peace-loving peoples given to the provocative intrigues of imperialism and its accom- 
plices is growing stronger, which found clear expression at international conferences 
for peace and security in Asia and the Mediterranean which took place in Delhi and on 


70 














Malta and at the January and April conferences of representatives of Arab countries 
participating in the National Resistance and Opposition Front. At these and other 
forums of the supporters of peace and fighters for the security of peoples, a high 
evaluation was given to the principled and constructive policy of the Soviet Union 
which consistently steps forth for the peaceful solution of vexing questions, against 
armed imperialist interference in the internal affairs of other states, and for the 
liquidation of military bases on foreign territories. 


As regards the anti-Soviet trend in the militaristic actions of international reaction 
in the Near and Middle East and in other regions of the world, in this connection the 
statement of the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and Chairman of the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, is absolutely clear and pre- 
cise: "The Soviet Union is intimidating no one. Our forces and capabilities are 
tremendous. We and our allies are always able to stand up for ourselves and repel 
any sudden hostile attacks. And no one succeeds in provoking us. We are countering 
the ‘doctrine’ of war hysteria and the feverish arms race with a doctrine of consis- 
tent struggle for peace and security on Earth." 


The Soviet people and their armed defenders are fixedly following the development of 
events in the world. As is stressed in the documents of the June plenum of the CPSU 
Central Committee, the intrigues of imperialism and the other enemies of peace re- 
quire constant vigilance and the strengthening of our state's defensive capability in 
every possible way so as to defeat imperialism's plans for the attainment of military 
superiority and the implementation of a world dictatorship. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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PARTY-POLITICAL WORK: INSTRUCTIONS FOR MEETINGS 


eee > wr VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 80 signed to press 19 Aug 
0 pp 77-50 


[Article consisting of introduction and four other items entitled as indicated] 


[Text] The pre-congress election campaign is beginning in the party 
organizations of the Armed Forces. In this connection, letters have 
reached the editors in which readers Major V. Chikin, Captains A. 
Orlov and N. Golubyatnikov, and others request us to write what the 
summary report of the party organization secretary should be and to 
tell about the nature of the concluding remarks at a meeting, the prin- 
ciple of succession in the election of the party organ, the role of 
the political organ chairman, and so forth. Answers to the ques- 
tions which have been received are published below. 


On the Party Organization Secretary's Summary Report 


In answering this question, it should be stated first of all that there cannot be a 
stereotyped pattern identical for all schemes in such a matter. So neither are there 
any ready formulas which are applicable when working on a summary report. It is im- 
portant to proceed from the main requirement: the report should analyze the work of 
the party election organ for the reporting period and help the communists as if to 
gi ance as a whole at the activity of the organization, disclose shortcomings, and 
plan specific tasks for the future. A genuine program of preparations for the elec- 
tion campaign and, consequently, of summary reports, is the instruction of the 
General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, which he 
expressed at the June (1980) CPSU plenum to the effect that we need to approach 
everything positive in our work carefully, at the same time looking at omissions and 
shortcomings, and to analyze the work of the party organizations in accomplishing 
the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress in a comprehensive manner again and again. 


It is completely clear that an analysis of how the party organizations implemented the 
decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress, the November (1979) and June (1980) Central 
Committee plenums, and the propositions and conclusions contained in the reports and 
presentations of the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and Chairman of 
the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, and how the party 
organization mobilizes the personnel for a worthy greeting for the 26th CPSU Congress 
--all this should form the basis of the summary reports. The basis--this means not 
simply referring to the corresponding lines, but looking at everything that the party 
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collective did and is doing for their realization through the prism of basic party 
decisions. 


The work of party organizations is to be analyzed in summary reports in the most 
thorough manner from the height of the tasks posed for the Armed Forces by the party 
and its 25th Congress: to be the guardian of the Soviet people's peaceful labor. 
Attention must be turned especially to the activity being conducted in connection 
with the conclusion of the June plenum of the CPSU Central Committee that the in- 
trigues of imperialism and the other enemies of peace require constant vigilance and 
the strengthening of our state's defensive capability in every possible way. So that 
the talk in the report should be conducted about measures for the further increase in 
the communists' responsibility for the accomplishment of their duties in the accomp- 
lishment of tasks of primary importance--the struggle for constant high combat readi- 
ness and firm order as prescribed by the regulations in everything--and in improv- 
ing combat training of the personnel and bringing up conscientious servicemen who 
are devoted ‘o our motherland. 


In this regard, it is important to consider that the problems which concentrate 

the main requirements of the times as if in focus are the quality of work and its ef- 
fectiveness. It is the main criterion in evaluating what has been done and, at the 
same time, the leading reference point for determining new tasks for party organiza- 
tions in ensuring high combat readiness. The reports should not only generalize the 
favorable experience in this matter, but should also look critically at undisclosed 
reserves and unused capabilities and should not simply point out various shortcomings 
in party work and in the training of the men but should also give them a basic evalua 
tion, name those specifically at fault, and disclose why the increased requirements 
for combat training, discipline, and the moral-political and psychological training 
of the personnel are not considered in full measure everywhere in party work. In 
short, what is required is not a simple listing of the training combat missions being 
accomplished and accomplished, but a thorough analysis of the lessons and experience 
obtained and a profound substantiation of measures directed toward a further improve- 
ment of the political approach to various spheres of Armed Forces life and toward en- 
suring the high combat readiness of subunits, units, and ships. 


A prominent place in the report will be occupied by an examination of the party elec- 
tion organ's activity in mobilizing the communists and nonparty personnel for imple- 
mentation of the CPSU Central Committee's decree: "On socialist competition for a 
worthy greeting greeting for the 26th CPSU Congress." It is important to consider 
that the party election meetings are coinciding in time with the summing up of the 
first results of accomplishment of pre-congress obligations. Unquestionably, all this 
can find concrete reflection in the summary reports of party bureau and party commit- 
tee secretaries. Who is accomplishing obligations and how, how should the experience 
of the leaders be valued, how should this experience be made the property of all the 
men, and if someone's word differs from deed, then why? An objective conversation 
should be conducted on which levers should be used in order to make the socialist com- 
petition for the successful completion of the training year more effective and how to 
support and develop the personnel's patriotic initiatives in every possible way and 
display unremitting party concern for the accomplishment of obligations assumed and 
raising the indoctrinational role of competition. 


In the reports, special attention should be devoted to ideological work and concern 
for its constant improvement. In evaluating the status of propaganda and agitation, 
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it is necessary to proceed from the requirements of the CPSU Central Committee's de- 
cree, "On further improvement of ideological and political-indoctrinetional work," 
In the reports, it is important to analyze from these positions how the scientific 
nature, concreteness, and aggressive nature of our propaganda and its close tie with 
life are attained, and what is undertaken in practice so that the primary party or- 
ganization becomes the center of daily ideological-indoctrinational activity and each 
communist steps forth as a propagandist of the ideas of Lenin's party, its domestic 
and foreign policy, gives all his knowledge to this exceptionally important matter, 
and generates an active life's position within himself. The report should also pro- 
vide an answer to the question of how the communists are mastering Marxist-Leninist 
theory, expanding their political horizons, and indoctrinating all the men ina 
spirit of communist conviction. 


Further intensification of party influence on the accomplishment of tasks assigned 
by the Soviet minister of defense depends to a great extent on the combat vitality 

in the work of party organizations, the full-bloodedness of their intraparty life, 
and their accomplishment of their duties which are envisioned by the Party Regula- 
tion and the Instructions to Organizations of the CPSU in the Soviet Armed Forces. 
All these questions deserve the speakers' most fixed attention. The discussion should 
concern the vanguard role of each communist in everything--in service, training, dis- 
cipline, daily life, and public life. Those comrades who violate party and military 
discipline, display indifference and unconcern, and are guilty of eyewash and other 
delinquencies which discredit the honor and integrity of a fighter of the Lenin 
party should be held strictly accountable. The report should make a broad examina- 
tion of questions of observing the Leninist norms of party life, the development of 
criticism and self-criticism, accomplishment of a check of execution, acceptance of 
young communists into the party and their indoctrination, improvement of party lead- 
ership of the Komsomol organizations, and ensuring the active participation of 
Komsomol members in the all-union relay race of Komsomol affairs for a worthy greet- 
ing for the 26th CPSU Congress. 


The summary report is the fruit of collective creativity and not of the creativity 

of the secretary alone. They proceed correctly in those places where the activists 
of the party organization are widely drawn into the preparation of the report and the 
draft resolution and the communists are charged with generalizing experience and 
working out recommendations on individual qvestions of intraparty life and ideologi- 
cal work. This enriches the report and makes it more objective, critical, and pur- 
poseful. 


On the Speaker's Concluding Remark 


The concluding remark is not a formal statement or, moreover, ceremonial. Its expedi- 
ency or inexpediency are dictated by the very circumstances at the meeting. 


As practice shows, the necessity often arises for the speaker to provide a concluding 
remark in order to sum up the results of debates, provide answers to possible ques- 
tions, or express his attitude toward various remarks and suggestions of the commu- 
nists. 


Of course, if all the comrades completely share the propositions and conclusions set 
forth in the report and if the question is absolutely clear, the speaker may not even 
exercise his right to a concluding remark. But it would be difficult to explain 








failure to make such a remark in the case where opposite opinions were disclosed or 
facts were set forth inaccurately during a discussion of the report. In such cases 
the meeting, in particular its presidium and speaker, can correct the one who made 
the statement and, as they say, put everything in its place. The communists are 
imbued with even greater confidence in each of the speaker's words if he has his own 
opinion and is able to convince. And really, the party organization can adopt a 
business-like decision only when it proceeds on the basis of accurate information 

on the situation on one sector or another and each communist's attitude toward the 
assigned matter. The one who steps forth as the speaker and then makes the conclud- 
ing remark must be especially objective with regard to the analysis and evaluation 
of successes which have been attained, shortcomings which have been committed, and 
Judgements expressed on one fundamental question or another. 


The concluding remark should be well reasoned, based on principle, brief, and unques- 
tionably tactful. The speaker should reason it out seriously, select the most signi- 
ficant facts and critical remarks, and should not discuss all presentations without 
necessity. 


The time for the concluding remark, just as the entire time limit of the party meet- 
ing, is established by the meeting itself. 


The Principle of Renewing the Composition of Party Organs and Succession in 
Leadership 


In accordance with the CPSU Regulation, in the elections of all party organs--from 
primary organizations to the CPSU Central Committee--the principle of systematic re- 
newal of their composition and succession of leadership is observed. This principle 
follows from the Lenin instructions and is constantly observed by our Communist Party. 
Collective leadership is implemented on its basis and intraparty democracy, criticism, 
and self-criticism are developed. 


During the elections of party organs, the communists strive to see that their composi- 
tion includes without fail experienced party members who have already been elected as 
members of the party organ many times as well as young comrades who, perhaps, are be- 
ing elected for the first time. Experienced in pa~ty affairs, the most experienced 
communists quickly bring the newly elected committee and bureau members abreast of the 
entire life of the party organization and the military collective and they help them 
to conduct the measures outlined by the party meeting better and on a higher organiza- 
tional and ideological level. The newly elected members of the party organ will be able 
to utilize the good advice of their experienced comrades and adopt their skills in the 
accomplishment of standing missions. All this will also ensure the succession of 
leadership of the party organization. 


Representative of the Party Organ 


In accordance with the practice which has developed, the political organs send their 
personnel and staff and headquarters officers to the party election meetings. The role 
of such a representative is significant and important. It is his duty to assist the 
party bureau (party committee) in conducting the meeting at a high ideological and or- 
ganizational level, ensure the strict observance of the principles of intraparty demo- 
cracy, and prevent violations of the requirements of the Party Regulation and the In- 
structions of the CPSU Central Committee on elections of leading party organs. The 
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representative of the political organ may be elected to the meeting presidium and take 
part in the discussion of the summary report or may step forth with a recommendation 
on the composition of the party organ and express his opinion on those nominated for 
election. He does not have the right to vote. 


The representative at the meeting is a confidential person who functions in the name 
of the political organ. This obliges the comrade who has been detailed to know the 
state of affairs in the party organization and the tasks which are being accomplished 
by the given subunit, unit, or ship. In such a case, his presence will not become an 
"honored" presence but will be what is called a working presence. The representative 
of the political department may make remarks, reason with comrades skillfully if their 
opinions diverge, provide business-like advice with consideration of the tasks being 
accomplished and the situation, and introduce suggestions. 


It is good if the person from the political department comes to the party collective 
several days prior to the conduct of the election meeting. In this case, he can help 
the secretary, party bureau, and committee in preparing the meeting and summary re- 
port and can talk with many communists. But if the person arrives at the very start 
of the meeting, his role is automatically reduced to "being present," but he will not 
leave a noticeable trace in the consciousness of the communists and in the work of 
their higher organ with his presence. 


Although rarely, there are instances of incorrect actions of individual representatives 
against which it is important to caution the comrades. Thus, during the last election 
campaign one representative of the political department arrived for a meeting on the 
day it was conducted. A summary report was required just then. And despite the fact 
that it had already been discussed at a session of the party committee, he began to 
correct it and make cuts in it. As a result of this "assistance" and "editing," the 
officer emasculated the summary report. In another party organization, the chief of 
the political department who was present at the meeting interfered coarsely in the 
course of the party bureau elections and cast doubt on them only on the basis that the 
comrade recommended by the political department was not elected to the bureau, and he 
ordered the conduct of new elections. For violation of intraparty democracy, the one 
guilty of this received party punishment. 


Those political organs proceeded correctly which distributed their personnel with 
special thoroughness for the period of the reports and elections, considered the com- 
petence of the people sent to the party organizations attentively, helped them to arm 
themselves with the necessary information, and briefed them properly. 


The favorable experience of how representatives of the political organs perform their 
role at election meetings should be used creatively in other political organs so that 
all meetings are conducted on a high ideological and organizational level. 


COPYRIGHT. "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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BOOK REVIEW: 11TH VOLUME OF HISTORY OF WORLD WAR II 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 80 signed to press 19 Aug 
80 pp 81-84 


[Review by Admiral A. Sorokin of the book "Istoriya vtoroy mirovoy voyny 1939-1945." 
Volume 11,"Porazheniye militaristskoy yaponii. Okonchaniye vtoroy mirovoy voyny," 
chairman of main editorial commission D. F. Ustinov, Voyenizdat, 1980, 495 pages, 

3 rubles 10 kopecks]. 


[Text] The next, eleventh volume of "Istoriya vtoroy mirovoy voyny 1939-1945" 
[History of World War II 1939-1945] which was recently published is devoted to an 
examination and analysis of a broad complex of difficult military, political, and 
economic processes which elapsed in the Asian-Pacific theater of war from January 
through September 1945. 


The concluding period of World War II, which is dealt with in the book, was character- 
ized by radical changes in the military-political situation which occurred in the 
basin of the Pacific Ocean, in the countries of Southeast Asia, and in the Far East 

as a result of fascist Germany's capitula‘jion, the Soviet Union's entry into the war 
against militarist Japan, and the complete destruction of its armed forces. 


The authors of the volume accomplished iuaportant and fruitful research work, drew 
upon and systematized vast factual material, and introduced little-known historical 
documents into scientific circulation. A major scientific-historical and military- 
theoretical work was created as a result. Adhering to the principle of scientific 
objectivity and a class and party approach to historical phenomena, the authors ex- 
amined sequentially and analyzed the military-political situation and the course of 
the war in the Far East as well as problems of postwar adjustments. 


The book discloses clearly and exhaustively the just nature of the Soviet Union's war 
against militarist Japan and its causes, which included: ensuring the security of 
the socialist motherland's Far Eastern borders, which followed from historical les- 
sons; the consistent accomplishment of the Country of Soviet's alliance obligations 
which were assumed at the Crimean Conference; the striving to bring closer the end of 
World War II which continued to bring incalculable suffering to peoples; the desire 
to assist the workers of East and Southeast Asia in their liberation struggle; and 
restoration of the Soviet Union's historic rights on territory which previously had 
been illegally torn away by Japan. The Mongolian People's Republic entered the war 
against Japan on the side of the United Nations right behind the USSR. 
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Evaluating each allied power's contribu on to the routing of militarist Japan objec~- 
tively and in strict conformance with historical truth, the volume's authors by the course 
of the study, vast factual mterial, and graph'c comparisons provide a worthy rebuff 

to bourgeois historiography (first of all, American) which, for ite reactionary pur- 
poses, tries to belittle the decisive influence of the Soviet Union on the course 

and outcome of World War ITI. It was namely the routing of the strong Guangdong Army, 
the best trained and well-equipped Japanese formation of ground forces by Soviet 
troops, it is noted in the volume, that wrested the basic means for the further con- 
duct of the war from Japan and forced her to capitulate. Without the Soviet Union the 
United States and Great Britain could not accomplish this mission successfully. The 
USSR made the basic contribution to the attainment of victory at the concluding stage 
of the war with Japan. 


As the facts published in the volume show, by the moment of the Soviet Union's entry 
in the war Japan was 4 militarily powerful country. At that time, her armed forces 
numbered about 7.2 million men. Their basis were the ground forces with a total 
Strength of 5.5 million men. Based on them, the Japanese command not only did not 
weaken resistance to the troops of the Western allies which vere located only on the 
outer defense lines of the Japanese empire, but even intensified it. 


According to calculations of the leadership of the United States and Great Britain 
pertaining to the year 1945, the war was to be long and bloody. Under the condi- 
tions which had been created, victory over militarist Japan required powerful ground 
forces which had a wealth of combat experience. And according to their own state- 
ments the only way out of the impasse of a protracted war was seen by the leaders of 
the Western powers in assistance on the part of the USSR and its Armed Forces which 
had inflicted a crushing defeat on the fascist Wehrmacht. 


As is known, the campaign of the Soviet troops and naval forces in the Far East had a 
brief character. Its goals were attained in the course of the Manchurian strategic 
offensive, Southern Sakhalin offensive, and Kurile amphibious operations. The first 
of these was the main one in the Far Eastern campaign. And the authors proceeded ab- 
solutely correctly in throwing light thoroughly on the typical features of Soviet 
military art namely using the example of the Manchurian strategic operation. 


The volume examines comprehensively and in detail the combat operations of the Trans- 
baykal and lst and ed Far Eastern Fronts, the Pacific Fleet, and the Amur Flotilla. 
They took place in exact conformance vith the overall concept of the Headquarters, 
Supreme High Command [Hq, SHC], on several separate directions, in the shortest times, 
and over a tremendous space. Typical of them in this regard were exceptionally clear 
coordination, to include with the Mongolian troops, unusually high rates of attack, 
broad maneuver of forces, and the swift crossing of desert-steppe, mountain, and 
svampy-forest regions. The book presente data which show that our large units advanc- 
ed with battles so rapidly on all operational directions that they stunned the en my 
and already in the first days they frustrated the plans of the Japanese command to re- 
pel the attack of the Soviet troops. For example, the rates of attack of the armored 
and mechanized troops of the lst Far Eastern Front were an average of 50 kilometers 
per day, of the 2d Far Eastern Front--45-50 kilometers, and of the Transbaykal Front-- 
70-90 kilometers per day. During the first five days of the attack the 6th Guards 
Tank Army of the Transbaykal Front, which had broken through the deeply echeloned en- 
emy defense, advanced more than 450 kilometers, crossed the Bol'shoy Khingan and the 
Manchurian Plain, and reached the deep rear of the Guangdong Army. Here, in contrast 
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to operations on the Soviet-German front, the tank army attacked as part of the f ret 
echelon on an independent direction under conditions of a considerable separation from 
the combined-arms large units. 


The brilliantly executed combat operations of the ground-force fronts vhich were com- 
prehensively analyzed in the study confirmed once again the irrefutable superiority of 
Soviet military art which had been enriched by then by the tremendous experience of 
fighting such a strong enemy as the Hitlerite Wehrmacht. 


Just as swift, irreproachably coordinated, and yielding of good results vere the com- 
bat operations of the forces of the Pacific Fleet and the Amur Military Flotilla which, 
in close coordination with the ground forces and aviation, liberated age-old Russian 
soil--Southern Sakhalin and the Kurile Islands and made a substantial contribution to 
the liberation of Korea. 


The analysis of the Far East campaign of the Soviet Armed Forces which is contained in 
the book gives the reader the opportunity to see that the decisive condition in our 
victory over militarist Japan was the leading role of the Communist Party in the arm- 
ed struggle. The entire content of the chapters in which events pertaining to the 
Soviet Union's war against Japan are examined is imbued with the thought of the all- 
embracing leadership on the part of the party's Central Committee. The authors’ col- 
lective succeeded in showing the uniqueness of the situation in 1945 when, concentrat- 
ing efforts already on peaceful construction, the Communist Party considered the in- 
evitability of war with Japan in organizational and indoctrinational vork and adopted 
important measures in preparation for the Far East campaign. The CPSU Central Commit- 
tee, the State Defense Committee, and the Hq SHC conducted tremendous vork on the 
strategic regrouping of the Armed Forces from vest to east on scales and distances 
which world history did not know prior to this. The powerful force which was deployed 
in the Far East was supplied with everything necessary for the offensive. 


The necessity for the Soviet Union's entry into the war against Japan placed a certain 
imprint on the party's ideological activity. It conducted tremendous explanatory work 
among our country's population and prepared the popular masses for active participa- 
tion in the struggle for the most rapid elimination of the Far Eastern center of ag- 
gression. 


Of undoubted interest for the military reader are the characteristic features of the 
party's military-organizational and political activity in that period which are widely 
illuminated in the volume. The book presents e large amount of documentary date and a 
large number of actual materials which confirm the immutable fact that in the war in 
the Far East ov~ party's Central Committee was the authentic staff for the direction 
of armed conflict. 


The success of the Soviet Armed Forces’ strategic offensive was attained in great 
measure thanks to the active and purposeful party-political work. Military Councils, 
commanders, political organs, and party organizations stepped forth as ite immediate 
organizers in the army and navy. The party adopted timely measures to man the Trans- 
baykal and lst and 2d far Eastern Fronts and the Pacific Fleet with comprehensively 
trained cadres of command and political personnel who had gone through the severe 
school of war with fascist Germany. More than 3,000 political officers vith frontline 
experience were sent to the Far East to intensify party-political work among the 
troops and to strengthen the political organs. 











The party and Komsomol organizations received considerable reinforcements, For ex- 
ample, the book presents the following data: on the Tranabaykal Front alone the num~ 
ber of communists, with consideration of the troops which arrived from the west, in- 
creased by almost 67,000 men from May through August. Just as on the fronts of the 
struggle with the Hitlerites, the men invariably wrote in their applications for ac+ 
ceptance into the party: "I want to go into battle a communist.” Those who joined 
the ranks of the vKP( by (All-Union Communist Party (of Bolsheviks)) knew that they 
would be the first to rise up and go into the assault and the first to rush toward 
the fire. 


Among the personnel of the fronts, in the Pacific Fleet, and in the Amur Flotilla the 
party-Komsomol stratum reached almost 57 percent by 1 August. This permitted having 
full-blooded party and Komsomol organizations in all subunits by the start of military 
operations. 


The materials of the volume provide the opportunity to imagine the basic forms and 
special features of the party-political work conducted among the troops. Especially 
great attention was devoted to the moral-political tempering of the personnel and the 
dissemination of combat experience. Under the conditions of the swift development of 
military operations, party-political work among the troops which is also discussed by 
the book's materials was conducted continuously and with unremitting stress. All its 
varied forms and means vere employed and experience accumulated on the Sovie.-German 
front was utilized. 


Thanks to active party influence and intensive organizational and ideological-indoc- 
trinational work of commanders, political organs, and party organizations, an atmo- 
sphere of lofty political enthusiasm reigned among the troops and au offensive spirit 
of the Soviet men and the resolve to fight to complete victory vere ensured. Just as 
in the war against fascist Germany here, in the Far East, the Soviet men displayed 
mass heroism and selflessness. More than 2,100,009 of them were awarded orders and 
medals, including 308,000 combat decorations, and 93 soldiers and officers vere avarded 
the title of Hero of the Soviet Union. Many of them vere communists and Komsomols vho 
carried the men along to soldierly exploits by personal example. The volume presents 
significant data: in the 10th Air Army, 2d Par Eastern Front, of 331 men accepted into 
the party those days 265 received goverament decorations, and in the 24 River Ship Bri- 
gade of the Amur Military Flotille more than 50 percent of those Joining the party 

were avarded orders and medals. 


The book tells thoroughly about the significance which was attached in party-political 
work to bringing to the consciousness of the men their international duty and to ex- 
plaining the great liberation mission in regard to the workers of Manchuria (North- 
east China), Inner Mongolia, and Korea who had suffered under the yoke of the 
Japanese aggressors. 


Great and important explanatory vork was also conducted among the population of the 
liberated countries. The military councils of the fronts and fleet and the political 
directorates constantly appealed to the Chinese and Korean peoples by means of leaf- 
lets and posters and newspapers which were published in national languages, and they 
organized broad oral propaganda. Local residents greeted the Soviet soldier-libera- 
tors enthusiastically. Entering populated places, the command and political organs 
of large units immediately adopted measures to bring about public order and they 
strived to normalize life, in so doing not interfering in the affairs of the organs 
of local self-government. 








The materials and conclusions of the Lith volume to the effect that aa regards Japan 
the policy and activity of the Communist Party and the Soviet state were profoundly 
humane in their nature are fundamentally important. The Soviet people never identi- 
fied the Japanese vorkers with the ruling militaristic clique. Despite ite tremen- 
dous military capabilities, the Soviet Union intentionally restricted itself to com- 
bat operations against Japanese troops only in Manchuria, Korea, and on the islands 
which formerly belonged to it. Not one Soviet airplane or ship opened fire or dropped 
bombs on Japanese territory proper. 


The foreign policy activity of the Communist Party and the Soviet state on the solu- 
tion of far-eastern problems received comprehensive illumination in the volume. The 
conditions for postwar adjustment under which Soviet diplomacy had to function were 
difficult. After the death of F. Roosevelt, supporters of a “firm course” toward the 
Soviet Union gained the upper hand in the new American government. Using various 
forms of military, economic, and diplomatic pressure on the Soviet government, they 
tried to force it to make concessions and accept American conditions for the postwar 
organization of the world. The Truman administration decided to use nuclear black- 
mail as the basic means of pressure on the Soviet Union, turning it into ao instrument 
of policy to attain its hegemonistic goals. 


All these were fruitless attempts. In the light of contemporary international events, 
the materials and conclusions on the political consequences of the war which are con- 
tained in the book are extremely timely. Under the new historic conditions which e- 
merged after the conclusion of World War II, the imperialists could no longer accomp- 
lish their plans unhampered. The correlation of forces in the world arena changed 
radically in favor of peace and socialism. Imperialism's positions weakened substan- 
tially and the crisis of the entire capitalist system intensified. The USSR's de- 
cisive contribution to the routing of the main strike forces of vorld imperialism 
exerted a profound influence on the fate of all mankind and contributed to the rise 
of the revolutionary and national-liberation movement of the peoples of East and 
Southeast Asia. In particular, to formation of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
and the Korean People's Democratic Republic and the implementation of democratic 
transformations in a number of other countries. 


The influence of the Soviet Armed Forces' victorie. on the initiation of the Chinese 
people's struggle for their liberation was tremendous. The Soviet Union rendered 
great and all-around assistance to the Chinese people in their struggle against the 
Japanese aggressors, in the creation of the Manchurian revolutionary base, and in the 
revolution's final victory in thai country. At one time, this assistance was acknov- 
ledged with gratitude by the leaders of the Chinese Communist Party. Sut now the 
Maoists and their stooges, drawing closer to imperialist reaction, are trying to dis- 
tort the scales and nature of Soviet assistance in every possible vay and to remove 


from the memory of the Chinese people respect for the Soviet state and its Armed 
Forces. 


As shown by the experience of the postwar decades, a new stage was begun in the his- 
tory of mankind as result of the utter defeat of fascist Germany and militarist 
Japan, the characte «° .c features of which became the grovth in the USSR's interna- 
tional authority, t reation of the socialist commonvealth, the disintegration of 
imperialism's colonia. system, and the rise of the world communist and worker move- 
ment. However, as is noted in the decree of the CPSU Central Committee plenum of 23 
June 1980, aggressive imperialist forces, unwilling to consider the realities of the 





contemporary world, headed for intensification of the arms race, the unleashing of 

provocations against socialist and other independent states, the intensification of 
militariem, and the expansion of gendarme functions of military blocs, The drawing 
together of the West's aggressive cireles, and first of all the United States, with 
the Chinese leadership, bears a serious threat to the cause of peace, The partner- 
ship of imperialism and Beijing hegemonism represents a new dangerous phenomenon in 
vorld politics which is dangerous for all mankind. 


Japan is also being drawn into the process of militarization more and more actively. 
Despite the lessons of history, her ruling circles are expanding military production 
and strengthening the reconstituted armed forces. For level of expenditures for so- 
called defense, Japan has already emerged among the first 10 states of the capitalist 
vorld. In attempting to stupefy the Japanese people and again draw them to the 
path of military preparations and adventures the government and monopolies, militar- 
ists and reactionary nationalistic organizations initiated a broad campaign of “brain 
washing” in a militaristic-chauvinistic spirit. Revengist circles which are trying 
to cast doubt on the results of World War II have joined actively in this campaign. 


"In this difficult international situation,” as is noted in the decree of the June 
CPSU Central Committee plenum, "On the international situation and the foreign policy 
of the Soviet Union,” "the CPSU Central Committee and the Soviet state are displaying 
truly Leninist self-control, firmness, and devotion to principle in defending and im- 
plementing a course for the preservation of peace and ensuring the security of the 
Soviet people and international security as a whole, not succumbing to provocations 
and, at the same time, rebuffing imperialist pretensions." 


The lessons of the last war and mankind's postwar development confirm the irrevers- 
ibility of the revolutionary transformations in the world and the inevitability of the 
failure of a policy which is based on ant!-Sovietism and colonialism. The ideas of 
peace, good neighborliness, *nd mutual respect which the Soviet Union defended and is 
defending are winning ever greater support among the peoples of the world, including 
Asia. 


The scientific illumination of military events and the further deep study of the ex- 
perience accumulated in the course of the last war continue to remain the most impor- 
tant tasks of military-historical science. These questions have special significance 
in light of the nev, increased requirements vhich are being imposed in the contempo- 
rary complex international situation on the Armed Forces to ensure the reliable de- 
fense of the socialist system. The problems and questions of military art and the 
organization of party-political work in the Par East campaign are retaining their 
significance and are vilely used in the practice of operational, combat, and political 
training of the troops and naval forces today. Both for military historians as vell 
as for the broad range of readers, the llth volume of "History of World War II” has 
great scientific, cognitive, and praetical significance. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Si1", 1980 


6367 
cso: 1801 


82 








BOOK REVIEW: WARTIME PARTY ORGANIZERS 


Ty . VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 80 signed to press 19 Aug 
0 pp 85- 


[Review by Col A. Sgibnev of the book “Partorgi voyennoy pory”" by I. I. Roshchin and 
A. I. Marchuk, Politizdat, Moscow, 1979, 255 pages with illustrations, 1 ruble 
10 kopecks | 


[Text] A book entitled "Partorgi voyennoy pory" [Wartime Party Organizers) has found 
its way to the readers' hearts quickly. It is the story of the party leaders of the 
frontline years, of people with a beautiful and bold soul. 


Party organizers.... Fighting men of the first rank.... In the publisher's "Word to 
the Reader" which prefaces the book, Army General and twice Hero of the Soviet Union 
P. I. Batov writes correctly that the party organizer of the Great Patriotic War, "a 
soldier himself, was always with the soldiers. He knew the mood of each one and did 
everything to help the fighting man in mortal combat with the enemy. 


"and to put it briefly, it was he, the party organizer, who first of all determined 
the morale of the army which, in the end, is considered to be ‘he basic factor of 
victory.” 


A clear and accurate evaluation! All those who have been in war remember the author- 
ity which the party organizers enjoyed--both among the soldier mass and among command- 
ers. This authority was not dictated by the post and not by any directive, but by one 
thing--personal selflessness, sacred faith in the righteousness of Lenin's immortal 
cause, and the striving to be worthy of the iron guard of communists in everything. 


The authority of the party organizers vas raised by the authority of the party itself 
which, during the terrible war years, had become a truly fighting party, great or- 
ganizer, and great combat leader of our army and the entire people. By the way, the 
article which opens the book is also called "The Fighting Party.” This article, I am 
convinced, excites both the veterans and the youth. Written with passion, in an 
original manner, with the organic interspersing of documents, extracts from letters, 
leaflets, and minutes from meetings in the narrative, it determines the spirit of 

the collection's entire content. 


Attention should be directed to statistics on the growth in the number of communists 
in the army and navy--there is no breaking avwey from these figures by heart or 
thought: on 1 January 1941 party members in the army and navy numbered 559,152, a 
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year later--1,234,373, after one more year--1,938,327, and on 1 January 1945-- 
3,030,758! During the first half year of the war, it says in the book, more than 
100,000 communists took off for the front on party mobilization. In battles and in 
the most difficult tests the Soviet patriots burned with the desire to link their 
fate with the fate of the party and to blend in with its courage, wisdom, and ideals. 
For example, among the troops which defended Leningrad during the first eight months 
of 1942 20,689 were accepted as members of the CPSU and 52,557 men were accepted as 
candidates. About 70 percent of those who joined the party were men who had distin- 
guished themselves in battles. As the materials in the book also convince us, the 
communists vere that force which rallied and inspired the fighters. They always 
served as an example of valor, steadfastness, and military skill. 


And one more eloquent comparison. On 1 June 1941 the number of primary party organi- 
zations in the Soviet Armed Forces did not exceed 15,000, and on 1 July 1945 there 
were already 80,423 of them. The authors note that special attention was devoted to 
strengthening the company party organizations. As a result, let us say, by the summer 
of 1943 the company had 25-30 company organizations and organizations equal to them as 
a rule, that is, five to six .imes more than at the beginning of the war. 


And in each of them--in the primary and in the company organization--the party orgeni- 
zer, leader, combat comrade, aij bolshevik indoctrinator of the Red Army Men. Thou- 
sands and thousands of party organizers! They were the first to rise up into the at- 
tack and reinforced their fiery word vith an inspiring example, and often, very often, 
they were the first to fall to the ground having met an enemy bullet or fragment with 
their breasts. Lines from archive documents amaze us: in the 133d Rifle Division of 
the Western Front, all company and battalion party organizers died during two months 
of offensive battles in the summer of 1943. In some subunits, party organizers 

were replaced two or three times each for this very reason. In truth, party leaders 
did not seek calm and an easy share but proudly and selflessly shouldered the heavy 
frontline burden and important party duties. 


Painstaking searches permitted the book's authors to establish that 61 party organi- 
zers were crowned with the Gold Star of Hero of the Soviet Union. This search is 
continuing--a search which is noble but very, very laborious. Sometimes the years 
have not left either the widenrce of eyewitnesses, or family relics, or even a simple 
photo from which a dear one couli look at us. And we should only welcome the fact 
that the first essays have already been written about 20 party organizers whose nares 
are glorified. These essays comprise this collection--the beginning of what has been 
planned. Together with the documents which are widely presented on the pages of the 
book, these essays create a collective portrait of frontline party organizers and 
glorify their exploit. You become acquainted, for example, with Georgiy Butayev and 
it seems that you have already known him for a very long time. His life, approach to 
people, and sense of responsibility toward what has been assigned make Butayev's bio- 
graphy as close as one's own and instructive. “That's how one should live and be!” 
the the .* arises vhen you read the exciting story of the hero. 


"He did not like excessive fuss, false affectation, loud phrases.... The soldiers re- 
spected him for his simplicity, modesty, and reliability. He did not flaunt the fact 
that he had done much fighting and accomplished much; he liked to relate and read 
about what others are doing for victory--at the front and in the rear area"--this 
about Junior Lieutenant Nikolay Popov, also a battalion party organizer. The fight- 
ing men always saw him on the most difficult sectors. Together with everyone, he 
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repelled furious assaults and mastered weapons skillfully. When an especially 
terrible moment came, the party organizer threw himself beneath a fascist tank with 
his last grenade. So that the battalionwould not withdraw from the line which had 
been captured. So that those whom he loved would not die, so that they would get to 
Berlin. 


It is praisewcrthy that the authors refer to the combat experience of their heroes 
with care and lovingly and try to preserve each detail and each fine point which 
could enrich our today's practice and our daily life. In this regard, essays are 
singled out on the party organizer of a rifle company, S. Khirkov, about the famous 
party organizer-tanker P. Rak, about Grigoriy Kunavin whose name and exploit are pre- 
served as a sacred memory not only in Russia, but also in Poland, and about company 
party organizer S. Valliulin who is recalled by Leonid Il'ich Brezhnev in the book, 
"Malaya Zemlya." 


Salakhutdin Valliulin accomplished a heroic exploit in the battles for Novorossiysk. 
The company commander ordered the party organizer to head the breakthrough group. They 
broke through the enemy defense with a decisive strike and the fighting men rushed in 
after them. However, at the end of the street flanking fire stopped their movement. 
Then Valliulin said to Master Sergeant D'yachenko: "When the machinegun falls silent, 
raise the people in the assault." And he crept away. He was struck down in front of 
the very window from which the machinegun struck. But, blood-stained, he threw him- 
self at this window. The position was taken by the fighting men who rushed into the 
assault upon the enemy. 


Leonid Il'ich recalls in his book, "I knew Salakhutdin Valliulin well from Malaya 
Zemlya, he was one of the best party organizers. In signing the decoration sheet on 
him, I thought of the nature of such exploits. Unquestionably, the person knew that 
he was going to certain death. But he hardly said to himself at this moment: ‘I am 
now accomplishing an exploit.' No, this bravery was not heroically picturesque, but 
laconic, quiet, I would even say, modest.... A person does what he must do despite 
everything.” 


It is believed that army and navy party personnel will find something to borrow 
from the frontline experience of their combat preuecessors, something to learn in 
order to be like them--by their attitude tovard matters, by persona.  .ample, by « 
daily upsurge in party spirit. 


A review of the book, "Wartime Party Organizers," published by PRAVDA expressed the 
desire that the authors expand the scope of their search and concentrate attention 
not only on people cited with high decorations. And here the frontline veterans and 
all people will surely help them. By the way, an interesting fact was reported in 
that review by Lieutenant General (Retired) K. Telegin: during the entire war regi- 
mental party organizer Magomed Umakhanov fought in a worthy manner and accomplished 
an exploit which made him the pride of his regiment. How could one fail to write 
about it? 


I should also like to help the authors in their search. One d.v I was at a seminar 
of party organization secretaries in one of tlhe Baltic garrisons. The political de- 
partment invited a frontline general to the seminar. And here is what the veteran of 
the party and the army related: 
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"At joyous and difficult moments, I very frequently recall the party organizer of our 
regiment, Major Gennadiy Mitrofanovich Sannikov. All of us--fighting men and command- 
ers, Older or younger than he —it made no difference, we all saw a model for our- 
selvesinhim. We saw a fighting friend and a highly-principled teacher and leader. 
It would happen often that in the assault he would be in the first skirmish line, a- 
head of all the rest, we withdrew if the situation required it--and the party organiz- 
er would be one of the last to leave the position. 


In confirmation of his words, the veteran told about Sannikov's exploit and presented 
a number of documents and reminiscences which illustrate the hero's biography and 
moral make-up. In particular, he read a letter from Sannikov's fellow-villagers who 
are preserving his memory with care and the story of the regiment's “>rmer Komsomol 
organizer, Senior Lieutenant Vasiliy Lozovyy, about the brave action of his friend 
and teacher in the battles for Koenigsberg. 


Many other frontline veterans can also tell about such heroes, it is believed. It 
should be believed that we will still encounter the continuation of this book which 
glorifies the combat activity and glorious exploits of the fighters in the front rank, 
the company, battalion, and regime ital party activists behind whom the soldiers, 
sergeants, and officers marched selflessly. A book which is very instructive and 
very necessary. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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NAVAL FORCES: FOLLOW-UP ON TRAINING CRITICISM 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VC WUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 17, Sep 80 signed to press 19 Aug 
80 p 96 


[Article: "Follow-up on Journal Articles") 


[Text] The article by Vice Admiral V. Samoylov, "Commander of a Ship," which was 
published in the llth number of the journal addressed critical remarks at leaders 
of submarine forces and criticized the unit of surface ships in which officer B. 
Mel'nik serves for omissions in work on the selection and indoctrination of command 
personnel. 


As the submarine force's chief of the political department informed the editors, the 
article was discussed with leaders of the force and ships' commanders. Measures 
have been undertaken to eliminate the shortcomings. A seminar was conducted with 
the political officers and officers of unit political organs on the subject, "On the 
organizational and political-indoctrinational work of party organizations in instill- 
ing in ships' commanders a high sense of responsibility for the status of combat 
readiness and the strengthening of military discipline and order as prescribed by the 
regulations." Long-range plans have been prepared and are being impleaented in the 
staffs of the units for work on raising the level of ideological-theoretical, tacti- 
cal, and professional training of submarine commanders. Permanently functioning 
seminars have been created for *hem. 


The editors also receive? a reply from the deputy chief of the political department 
of the surface ship force which includes the unit whe e officer B. Mel'nik serves. 
Here, the article was discussed in the force's headquarters and political department 
party organization and in the headquarters party organization of the unit which was 
criticized. The political department heard the report of the unit commander on his 
personal work in instilling lofty professional qualities in the officers. The course 
of accompl ‘shing the requirements of the 25th Party Congress, the decrees of the CPSU 
Central Comm ttee, and the instructions of the Soviet Minister of Defense and the 
Chief of the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy on work with 
leader personnel was analyzed with commanders and political officers. Measures have 
been outlined and are being implemented to raise the personal responsibility of 
chiefs for the compre'er ive and deep study of the political, professional, and moral 
qualities of officers who sre recommended for the posts of commanders of ships and 
executive officers. Indo . ‘national work with this category of personnel has been 
improved. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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WARSAW PACT: AIR FORCES DISCUSSED 
Moscow KRYL'YA RODINY in Russian No 5, May 80 pp 10-11 


[Article by Col Gen Avm A. Katrich, hero of the Soviet Union, deputy commander in 
chief for air forces of the Unified armed Forces of the Warsaw Pact: "Wing To 
Wing" ] 


[Text] The Warsaw Pact is a defense alliance of fraternal socialist states, a 

new type of socialist alliance with deep international, historical roots in the 

victory won by the Soviet people and their heroic Armed Forces ir the Great 
Patriotic War. 


The Air Forces also had a large role in the defeat of the German fascist forces, 
the liberation of the peoples of Europe from fascism and the strengthening of the 
socialist camp's defenses. In close cooperation with the Ground Forces and the 
Navy they took an active part in all the Soviet Army's operations and also 
performed independent air operations. The USSR Air Forces had the major role in 
the defeat of fascist Germany's air force. 


In the final stage of the war air units of Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania, 
Bulgaria and Yugoslavia, as well as pilots of the freedom-loving French people, 
fought wing to wing with Soviet air units and formations against the fascists, 
making their own contribution to the common cause, to the Victory. 


Armed and trained for combat with Soviet assistance the national air units and 
formations, by agreement between the governments of the friendly nations and the 

military leadership of the Soviet Union, were placed under the operational command 

of the commanders of air armies of the Soviet Air Forces. For example, Poland's 

air forces were operationally subordinate to the commander of the First Belorussian 

Front's 16th Air Army throughout the period of joint combat operations. During 

the Warsaw uprising in September of 1944 Polish pilots gave invaluable assistance 

to the fighting men and the populatieu. Later, the 4th Composite Air Division 
provided the lst Army of the Polish Military Forces with invaluable assistance in | 
the Warsaw operation and in Pomerania. The lst Composite Air Corps, consisting of f 
the 2d Ground-Attack Division and the 3d Fighter Division, fought alongside the , 
4th Composite Air Division in the Berlin operation of 1945. { 





The lst Czechoslovak Fighter Regiment, formed in June of 1944, took part in the 
combat operations as part of the 2d Air Army. The lst Czechoslovak Composite Air 
Division was subsequently created, armed and trained in the USSR. It included 
two fighter regiments and one ground-attack regiment outfitted with La-5 and [1-2 
aircraft. This division was a part of the 8th Air Army. Beginning in April 1945 
this division took part in the liberation of Ostrava, Otava and Czech Gesin. 


Combat fraternity between the Soviet and the Romanian air forces developed and 
grew strong during the combat operations carried out to liberate Romania. The 
lst Romanian Air Corps was a part of the 2d Ukrainian Front's Sth Air Army. In 
most cases Soviet and Romanian pilots were based at the same airfields and inter- 
acted closely in the performance of their combat missions. Their operations were 
especially effective in the offensive carried out on the C.uj axis by the Sov.et 
27th Combined-Arms Army, the Romanian 4th Combined-Arms Army and the Soviet 

6th Tank Army. 


A Bulgarian air squadron was a part of the 3d Ukrainian Front's 17th Air Army and 
made a worthy contribution to Bulgaria's liberation from the German fascist 
occupiers. 


The people's armies and their air forces helped to liberate not only their own 
countries, but neighboring nations as well. For example, Romanian soldiers fought 
together with Soviet fighting men against the Hitlerites in Yugoslavia and Hungary, 
Yugoslav troops fought in Hungary, and Czechoslovak forces in Poland. 


Centralized control of the air forces (Soviet and allied) was exercised by the 
commanders of the air armies. For purposes of echieving unity in the understand- 
ing of missions, insuring close cooperation and exchanging information, the com- 
manders sent their own operations groups or Air Force representatives (advisers) 
to the air force headquarters of the allied powers and to their air formations. 


The air forces of the friendly nations have made important advances in their 
development since the war through the efforts of the communist and workers' 
parties and the governments of the Warsaw Pact participants and with the assis- 
tance of the Soviet Union, which concerns itseit with building up and improving 
the fighting strength of the allied armies and air forces. The pistcn-engine 
aircraft have been replaced with new and better jet aircraft. 


The “Yarsaw Pact nations are now air powers. The air forces of the Unified Armed 
Forces are an awesome and powerful branch of the Armed Forces. Their foundation 
is composed of jet aircraft equipped with modern armaments, enemy detection and 
fire control facilities, and new navigational equipment. As a result the air 
forces have now acquired the qualities essential to the conduct of combat opera- 
tions, such as an all-weather and all-season combat capability and the ability 
effectively to overcome and penetrate the enemy's air defense system, to deliver 
strikes in the enemy's interior, to achieve and maintain air supremacy, and to 
perform many other tasks. 


The frontal aviation is an important part of the air forces. The outfitting of 
air units with modern aircraft carrying various classes of missiles and aerial 
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bombs has made it possible for the frontal aviation to perform a wide range of 
tasks required to cover and support ground forces. 


The air defense fighter aviation of each Warsaw Pact nation is outfitted with 
all-weather fighter-intercepters carrying powerful missiles and capable of inter- 
cepting and destroying enemy aircraft and winged missiles within a wide range of 
altitudes, in any kind of weather and at any time of day. The fighters see to it 
that aircraft carrying "air-to-ground" guided missiles are intercepted and 
destroyed before they can launch the latter. 


Combat helicopters now provide powerful fire support for the ground forces. 


Overall the air forces of armies of the Warsaw Pact participants are highly mobile 
and maneuverable, which makes it possible swiftly to shift the efforts of the 

air forces from certain axes to others, and have the ability to penetrate to the 
enemy's rear area and operate against targets there, to employ various weapons 
and radio electronic equipment in any kind of weather, in any season and at any 
time of day, and to make unexpected strikes from the air against stationary 
targets or small, moving cnes. 


Thanks to the selfless efforts of their peoples some of the friendly nations have 
created their own aviation industry. Tens of thousands of people answer the call 
of communist and workers’ parties and helped with the construction of aircraft 
plants and aircraft equipment and armament repair facilities. 


The air forces owe all their attainments and their current combat capability to 
the vise leadership of the communist and workers’ parties of members of the Warsaw 
Pact, whose 25th anniversay is being commemorated in a worthy manner by the air 
force personnel, together with all fighting men of the Unified Armed Forces. 


The combat unity of the air forces, which was born and grew strong in battles 
fought against the fascists, has stood the test of time. It is continuing to 
develop and grow stronger in many way@ and is one of the most important factors 
contributing to the continued strengthening of the combat readiness of the Unified 
Armed Forces. 


A high level of combat readiness is the main ana deteruwining criterion of the 
strength of the socialist commonwealth's air ft» ces. ‘he perfection of their 
combat readiness is a continuous process, constantly developing and improving. 
It must never end. Requirements with respect to co; «t training, organization 
and discipline grow as military affairs, the aircraf: equipment and armament, 
the sighting and navigational systems and their electronic equipment develop and 
become more complex. 


History has taught us that we cannot afford to fall behind the demands of the 
times in strengthening the defense capability of the socialist nations. We are 
well aware of the fact that the United States and its allies in the aggressive 
blocs maintain powerful groupings of tactical air forces in all the theaters of 
military operations and that they are constantly modernizing the aircraft pool and 
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improving their air defense system. All of this is proof of the fact that air 
forces have an important place in the aggressive plans of the imperialist nations, 
and the Warsaw Pact countries, of course, cannot passively regard the efforts of 
the NATO militarists. Our peoples constantly concern themselves with strength- 
ening their defense capability and their armed forces, and with exercising great 
vigilance. 


As early as 1970 L. I. Brezhnev ade the following statement on this matter at a 
critique of the “Dvina" military maneuvers: "We now have good equipment. We 
know that we live in the age of scientific and technological progress, however, 

a period in which weapons are being perfected so rapidly that new models and 
systems are sometimes created within even less than a year's time. Stagnation in 
this area can entail great consequences." 


The communist and workers’ parties have indoctrinated thousands of pilots, 
engineers, technicians and other air force specialists, infinitely devoted to the 
cause of socialism and communism. Their successes in the conquering of the fifth 
ocean have been greeted with pride by the world's peoples and their heroism and 
skill are properly appreciated by the governments. 


The air specialists in the air forces of the friendly nations are remarkable 
experts in their work and in the use of the modern weapons and the complex combat 
equipment. Indoctrinated in a spirit of Marxism-Leninism and infinitely devoted 
to their people, they perform their patriotic and international duty with honor 
and dignity. These are people of inexhaustible energy and enviable industry, 
courageous fighting men capable of completing any job they start. They continu- 
ously perfect their combat skill, improve their comhat readiness and strengthen 
international unity, and are prepared as members of the fraternal alliance to 
carry out their assigned, difficult combat tasks to protect their socialist 

home .aids. 


As an example let us mention the fighter squadron of the National People's Army 
of the GDR, commanded by Hans Buhanitch. Major Buhanitch is a communist, a 
first-class pilot and a graduate of the Red-Banner, Order of Kutuzov Military Air 
Academy imeni Yu. A. Gagarin. 


The squadron commander by Major Buhanitch is outfitted with the latest Soviet 
aviation equipment. The pilots demonstrated their great flight skill during a 
visit to the forces by Comrade Erich Honecker, general secremry of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and chairman of the Council of 
State of the GDR. 


Relying upon their achievements in flight and combat training the squadron 
personnel have set themselves the goal of achieving even greater heights to 
improve the fighting strength and the combat readiness of the air forces in honor 
of the 35th anniversary of the German people's liberation from Hitler's fascism 
by the glorious Soviet Army and the 25th anniversary of the signing of the Warsaw 
Pact. Their task involves firing live ammunition at ground and water targets and 
intercepting air targets with nothing short of “excellent™ ratings. 








Major Herman ® deputy squadron commander for political affairs, ie one of 
the front-runme » 1 thie effort, 


The regiment in which Buhanitch and Botger serve ia friendly with che neighboring 
air regiment of the Group of Soviet Forces in Germany. Good traditions are linked 
with the filendship. When they meet, the pilots and technicians exchange know- 
how in mattera of making the political indoctrination and the flight and combat 
training more effective and of strengthening discipline. Wing to wing the pilots 
of the friendly unite stand their combat watch on the border shared with nations 
of the NATO bloc and protect the air epace over the socialist bloc. 


The great flight skill, the morale and fighting abilities of the flight personnel, 
combined with the first-class equipment with which the air units are outfitted, 
make the aviation of the allied armies a force capable of insuring the inviola- 
bility of the air borders and the peaceful labor of the fraternal peoples. 


The majority of air units structure the training so as to make full use of the 
combat capabilities of the equipment, to destroy an enemy at long range, with the 
first shot, Launching or pass , and to make full use of the speed and altitude 
range, the maneuverability and other qualities of the aviation systems. 


Good combat training for the air units and subunits and good training for the com 
manders and staffs are best achieved in tactical and other air exercises and in 
exercises conducted jointly with ground and naval forces, which are conducted in 
a situation made to resemble actual combat as far as possible, without indulgences 
and without making things easy. 


During exercises the air force commanders and staffs, together with the commanders 
and staffs of other services of the armed forces, persistently train to appraise 
the situation, to make bold and well-based decisions rapidly, to inform the men 
of these decisions as soon as possible and steadfastly implement them, and to 
perform with efficiency and coordination, as a single, integrated body. 


During the tactical and air exercises and exercises conducted with ground and 
naval forces new and more effective methods are sought for conducting the combat 
operations of units and subunits, and methods of employing the organic weapons, 
and the tactics of all arms of the air and ground forces and their organizational 
structure are perfected. 


Special attention is devoted to improving interaction between air and ground 
forces and to working out methods of organizing interaction between the ground 
force air defense and the National Air Defense. There is a constant search for 
new methods for conducting joint operations by various air arms in the performance 
of missions under the complex conditions of a battle or operation. 


Combat training ‘s presently in full swing in the air forces of the friendly 
armies. The crews, subunits and units are performing combat training missions 
day and night, under various conditicys. By the 25th anniversary most air 
regiments of the Warsaw Pact -ationr air forces had achieved good results in 
the combat and political tra. %, .n the mastery of the new aviation equipment, 
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the training and indoctrination of the personnel and the insurance of accident- 
free flight work. [It is an important demand of the times that the training and 
the flights be conducted in a situation approaching actual combat and eliminating 
indulgences and simplifications and even the slightest manifestation of lack of 
organization. 


In the anniversary year=-the 25th anniversary of the creation of the Warsaw Pact 
Organication--personnel of the air forces of the armies of nations in the 
socialist commonwealth face a period of intense flight work and tactical flight 
exercises. 


That which satisfied us yesterday is now a thing of the past. This is why the 
air force commanders, staffs and political organs have a feel for rew things and 
the ability to see the prospects for the development of military affaires and to 
spot and support everything progressive created in the theoretical and practical 
tceaining of the Armed Forces. 


The military airmen of the allied armies, united into a single international 
family, are always on guard, reliably protecting the air borders and perfecting 
their combat skill, and are always prepared to overwhelmingly repel any aggressim, 
wherever it might originate. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Kryl'ya rodiny", 1980 
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